
 

 

 

A Congregation of 

The 

Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod 

Zion  
Lutheran  

Church & 

Preschool 

 

 

 PASTOR: 

 Rev. Kirk Clayton 

Email: Pastor@ZionMascoutah.org 

 

 MUSIC DIRECTORS:  

●  Josh & Nancy Peterson 

 

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR: 

 Marlene Lockwood 

 

 CHURCH SECRETARY: 

 Robin Phillips 

Email: ChurchOffice@ 

ZionMascoutah.org 

 

Church: 618-566-7345 

Fax: 618-566-9519 

 

Website: 

www.ZionMascoutah.org 

 

Find us at @ZionMascoutah on 

Facebook, Twitter, and  

Instagram 

 

 

Mission Statement:  “Zion is God’s 
family of faith in Christ serving our 
communities, our country, and our 
world”. 

101 South Railway 

Mascoutah, IL 62258 

 

Humor 

 

From the Pastor 

Lent is upon us! Lent, a 40-day penitential season, starts with Ash 

Wednesday, which falls on February 26, this year, and extends until 

the Great Vigil of Easter, which will be April 11 this year. During 

Lent, we have the opportunity to give things up as a reminder of all 

that Jesus gave up for us, but more importantly we have the 

opportunity to spend more time in God’s Word through Lenten 

Devotions in the home, and through Lent Midweek Services at Zion. 

Lent Midweek services will begin at 7:00 PM each Wednesday up 

until Holy Week, and will be preceded by a meal at 5:30. (Choir 

practice will be at 6:00.) We look forward to seeing you at Zion for 

the meal and—much more importantly—for the Lent Midweek 

Service that follows the meal.  

 

This year, the Lent Midweek Services will feature a “Round Robin” 

preaching approach. This means that pastors from several area 

LCMS congregations will visit each other’s congregations to preach 

a sermon on a unified theme. Each of the Lent Midweek Services at 

Zion will feature a different preacher, so you as lay members get to 

hear variety and fresh voices in the pulpit. Sem. Stein and I will be 

preaching one midweek service each at Zion, and then we will also 

be preaching at Messiah, Lebanon and at Christ our Savior, 

Freeburg. In addition to Sem. Stein and myself, the other preachers 

who will be at Zion are Pastor Bruce Keseman from Christ our 

Savior, Freeburg, Pastor Karl Gregory from Messiah, Lebanon, and  
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continued from page 1 
 

Pastor John Lukomski, who retired last year. I will include a full listing of who is preaching at Zion 

through the Lent Midweek Services at the end of this article. 

 

The theme for the Lent Midweek sermons this year will be “Minor Prophets, Major Savior.” The Minor 

Prophets are books of the Old Testament that we do not get to explore very much. For example, do you 

know off the top of your head what the major themes of the Book of Habakkuk are? (I would guess that 

most pastors would be hard-pressed to name what the major themes of the Book of Habakkuk are!) 

 

Well, this is your chance! Each of the Lent Midweek Services will focus on one of the Minor Prophets. We 

will read through extended portions of one of the Minor Prophets at each service, and then the preacher 

will draw out themes from the books in the sermon and show how each Minor Prophet points ultimately 

to our salvation in Jesus Christ. The books we will be reading and hearing about during the Lent Mid-

week Services include Jonah, Joel, Hosea, Malachi, and, yes, Habakkuk.  

 

I would suspect that most of us are familiar with the basic story of the Book of Jonah, but I would also 

guess that most of us are not at all familiar with the other four of the Minor Prophets that will be in-

cluded in this Lenten Series.  

 

Often, the Minor Prophets are called to give rather direct and harsh judgements against God’s people. 

Throughout Israel’s history and Judah’s history (after the two kingdoms split shortly after King Solomon 

died) the people of God chose to follow other gods time and time again. They seemed to prefer the idols 

worshipped by the nations around them, such as Baal, more than they cared to worship the One True God 

who had brought them into the Promised Land and blessed them with tremendous gifts far beyond any-

thing they had deserved. Yet the people continually chased after idols. Time after time, God sent the men 

we know as the Minor Prophets to call His people back to repentance and to faithfulness. Sometimes the 

people heeded the call to repent, more often they did not and the Word of God fell on deaf ears. (Ironically, 

one of the most significant instances of repentance following the message of a Minor Prophet is seen in 

the Book of Jonah, and he is not even sent to the people of Israel or Judah—Jonah is sent to Nineveh, a 

thoroughly pagan city! In this book, we see that the godless pagans received God’s Word and acted on it 

with more fervor that God’s own people!) As a result often the Minor Prophets are called to preach judg-

ment and destruction to God’s faithless, wayward people.  

 

And yet, we know that God’s love remains. God can never abandon His people, no matter how many times 

they reject Him. God cannot be faithless to His promises, even when His people refuse to be faithful. So, 

through it all, we see that God continues to prepare to send a Savior. The sins of God’s people are great, 

but God’s plan of salvation is greater. The promise holds true for us also. Our sins are great, but Jesus’ 

love for us shown in His death on the cross and His resurrection are greater. That is the message we will 

hear through the sermon series, “Minor Prophets, Major Savior.” Come and learn what the Minor Proph-

ets have to tell us.  

 

Here is a listing of who will be preaching at Zion for each of the Lent Midweek services.  

Feb. 26—Ash Wednesday—Pastor Clayton will preach at Zion 

March 4—1st Lent Midweek—Sem. Stein will preach at Zion 

March 11—2nd Lent Midweek—Pastor Keseman will preach at Zion 

March 18—3rd Lent Midweek—Pastor Clayton will preach at Zion 

March 25—4th Lent Midweek—Pastor Lukomski will preach at Zion 

April 1—5th Lent Midweek—Pastor Gregory will preach at Zion  

April 9—Maundy Thursday—Sem. Stein will preach at Zion 

April 10—Good Friday—Pastor Clayton will preach at Zion 

April 11—Easter Vigil—Pastor Clayton will preach at Zion 

April 12—Easter Sunday—Pastor Clayton will preach at Zion  
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Choir rehearsals will be at 6:00 PM each Wednesday in March. You are 

encouraged to come at 5:30 PM and enjoy a delicious meal at the 

Lenten dinners! Then, head up to choir rehearsal and stay for the 7:00 

PM Wednesday night service.   

 

During the month of March, the choir will be singing the following: 

March 1:  The Tree of Life 

March 8:  In Christ Alone 

March 22:  O Taste and See 

March 29:  Agnus Dei 

 

Membership Changes 
 

 Baptisms:                                         Transfer In: 

           

continued from page 2 
 

We look forward to seeing you in worship at Zion not just on Sunday mornings during the Lenten season, 

but also for the Wednesday midweek services. These evening services will be a rare chance to look in 

depth at several of the Minor Prophets, so you won’t want to miss it. We will see you there!  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Clayton 

 

 

 

 

The Men’s Club is hosting an all-you-can-
eat chili supper on Saturday, March 21st 
from 4:00-7:00 PM. Menu includes chili 
(mild and spicy), chili dogs, chili mac, chili 
and rice, chili and Fritos, and 
dessert. A free will donation 
will be accepted. 
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Save the date!  

Zion’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be 

on Saturday, April 4th.  

There will be more information in the  

coming weeks. Stay tuned! 

Zion’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Miss Marlene’s  
3-year-old classes  

wore their “silly” socks 
on January 29 and 30. 
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God’s blessing on a magnificent March, Zion Members! 

 

We have many wonderful events and initiatives in the works for Zion this coming spring. A committee is 

forming to work on a DEBT FREE DINNER to both celebrate this achievement but also reflect on the past 

20 years and enjoy the stories, artifacts, and pictures from the project to build our new sanctuary. If you 

have anything that could be displayed for this dinner related to the new sanctuary, please contact me at 

suedz1@yahoo.com.   

 

Additionally, this Fall, Zion will be creating a new pictorial church directory as we do every 4 years. Please 

be on the lookout for information about this in the coming months.  

 

Finally, Lent is in full swing and we look forward to seeing everyone at the Lenten meals at 5:30 PM and 

services at 7:00 PM on Wednesday nights! 

 

Your humble servant in Christ, 

Torrin Suedmeyer  

Do you enjoy building jigsaw puzzles? Then this event is for you! The 

Annual Puzzle Night will be hosted by Zion Youth Group on Satur-

day, March 7th. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., competition begins at 6:00 

p.m. Tickets are $12 each or $40 for a table of 4. Sign-up/info sheets 

are in the Narthex. Donations for baked goods to be sold by the youth 

on the night of the event are greatly appreciated! A sign-up sheet is 

for baked goods is also in the Narthex. Babysitting for a donation is 

provided for your little ones during the event in the lower level of the 

church. Please contact Amanda or Mike Ganey if you have any ques-

tions. Hope to see you there! 

mailto:suedz1@yahoo.com
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Hello from the Board of Education! 

 

We have a busy spring ahead of us. We have asked for volunteers to lead our 

Easter egg Hunt scheduled for Saturday, April 4th. 

 

God has blessed Zion Lutheran Preschool for many years under the direction of 

Marlene Lockwood. However, she is retiring at the end of this school year. We 

are actively seeking a Preschool Director and Teacher for the 2020-2021 school 

year. The positions are each part-time for the morning hours, Monday-Friday. 

We pray that God would guide our decisions and provide qualified applicants for these positions. Interested 

applicants may contact Robin, Zion’s secretary, at 618-566-7345 for additional information. 

 

Christa Sink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February is always a short month, but packed full of fun and learning. We had a great time at our Valentine 

Parties. Our main focus for the month was LOVE, especially the love God has for all of us and that He loves 

us so much He sent Jesus to be our Savior.   

 

As we studied letters T and V this month we had the pleasure of attending a concert in the church narthex 

by members of the Clayton family. The performances were wonderful and we learned information about the 

instruments as well. 

 

We are in the middle of fall registration for church members, returning students and their siblings, and have 

started open registration to the public. Tell your friends and neighbors.  Registration forms are available in 

the church office or let me know and I will get forms to you. 

 

Activities during March will include leaving winter behind and edging into spring! We will have parent/

teacher conferences this month and begin our journey of following the events of Jesus’ death and resurrec-

tion.     

 

In His Service 

Marlene Lockwood, Director 
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February. The month of love. But, whose love should we be focusing 

on? That was the question Sunday School tackled this month. We talked 

about how it’s Jesus’ love that saves us and gets us to heaven. The children 

had the opportunity to evangelize to MarKa Nursing home here in Mascou-

tah on February 9th. They created Valentines in class, reminding the resi-

dents (and themselves) of Jesus’ love. With the help of Glenda, 

they prepared and performed songs about God’s love to us all. It 

was wonderful to see such a great turn out from our Zion Sun-

day School families. The residents truly enjoyed the fellowship 

with the children. 
 

 

 
 

 

If you know me, you know that I love basketball. Basketball fans from Chicago, or really anywhere in the 

world, will tell you that Michael Jordan was one amazing basketball player. If you know anything about MJ, 

you’ll know that he wasn’t always a great player. He wasn’t picked to play with the kids at the neighborhood 

park, and he was cut from the basketball team in high school. How’d you like to be that coach? My point in 

mentioning this is that Jordan was relentless in his athletic training. He was determined to seize every op-

portunity to grow as a basketball player. And so he did! From playing in the 1984 and 1992 Olympic games 

to mesmerizing stadiums with his ability to soar through the air while racking up record-breaking game to-

tals, Jordan became a basketball legend because of his deep dedication to being his very best.  

 

Now, consider your life as a Christian. How does it compare to Jordan’s approach to basketball? Do you seize 

every opportunity to be at church, to be in Bible Study on Sunday morning, to read the Bible throughout the 

day? I know I could certainly take some cues from the tenacity shown by MJ throughout his basketball ca-

reer. In 2 Timothy 2:15 we are told, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman 

who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” In examining ourselves, we 

should ask if we are truly doing our best with the opportunities we have to be our best Christian selves.  

 

Like Jordan’s path to basketball greatness wasn’t easy, neither is our journey as Christians. We will be 

tempted every day to slack off, to skip “practice,” and to take the seemingly easier path presented by the 

world. We are warned about getting lax in 2 Timothy 4:3: “For the time will come when men will not put up 

with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of 

teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.”  

 

But we have hope! We are assured that God is walking with us in our training as Christians. We are built 

up in our faith during our time at church, surrounded by our Christian brothers and sisters. We are shown 

law and gospel in our time at Bible Study on Sunday mornings and in our private time reading and studying 

the bible. To put it in terms of athletic training, God is our own personal trainer! He knows what we need, 

and He provides it!  

 

“I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the faith. Now 

there is in store for me the crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will award to me on that day – and not only to me, but also to all who 

have longed for His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8)  

 

Your in Christian training, Tony Lara  
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The Trustees have been working on a remote entry to the church 

building. It has already been installed on the kitchen/hall outside 

door. You will be able to access entry through this door with a key 

fob, entry card, or mobile app pin number. We are hoping that people 

with a smart phone will use the app entry. The Trustees already 

have it on their phones and it works great! Because the lock on this 

particular door no longer works well, we are asking that you please 

do not use a key on this entrance anymore. We will be able to start 

working with individuals to set them up with one of the aforemen-

tioned access modes very soon. We are also installing a keyless entry 

pad on the office door. That door will still be accessible with a key. 

More information on the start of this transition will be coming soon. 

 

The Trustees are always busy with projects and maintenance issues. We will try to have at least two 

work days this year, one in the Spring, and one in the Fall. They will be on Saturday mornings and we 

try not to work past noon. Please, if at any time you are able to help, we would greatly appreciate it. 

 

We have a list of things we would like to accomplish this year and are looking forward to serving the 

church in the future. Your Trustees are: Andy Sax, Mike Twenhafel, Gadge Corey, and Cheryl Sax. 

 

In Christ, Cheryl Sax 

 

 

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR AND 

TEACHER NEEDED AT ZION 
 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church in Mascoutah, IL is seeking both a preschool director and a teacher for the 

2020-2021 school year. The positions are each part-time for the morning hours, Monday-Friday. If 

interested, please contact Robin, Zion’s secretary, at 618-566-7345 for additional information. 

 

SIGN UP FOR LENTEN MEALS 
 

Lent is here, so it is time to sign up for Lenten Meals. Meals will be served before each Midweek 

Lenten Service on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 6:30. Choir rehearsal will begin at 6:00 on those 

evenings, and the evening worship service will begin at 7:00 PM. Here is a list of dates available, 

which will be updated as more people sign up. 

March 4: Lita Timmerman — Spaghetti 

March 11:  

March 18: Elders—Lasagna, Salad, Bread 

March 25:  

April 1: Men’s Club—Tacos 

April 8: Holy Week, no Wednesday service, no meal. 
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The Sunday School students 

singing for the residents of 

Marka on February 9th. 
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We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the Church calls to our attention the suffi-

ciency of what God gives. It points to the sufficiency of God’s grace in the atoning work of Jesus. It shows 

us the sufficiency of faith in Jesus’ work for us. It makes known the sufficiency of God’s Word in faith and 

life.  

 

But Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual gifts, the gifts that pertain to our re-

demption and salvation. Lent also reminds us of the sufficiency of the physical, temporal gifts of God, 

those that pertain to this body and life. In other words, it reminds us of the importance of godly content-

ment and of outward discipline and training of the body.   

 

This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to every desire of our flesh but to learn to say 

no to them. And it does this in such a way that if you fail, it is no sin. It is a way to practice without put-

ting yourself into a compromising situation.  

 

The easiest example of this is fasting. When you fast, you are practicing saying no to the desires of your 

body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, you have not sinned. You have, though, learned some-

thing about how your flesh works, how difficult it is to fight against it, and how you need help from above 

in order to do it.  

 

There is another example of this. It is alms-giving. This is an increase in giving to the Church and its mis-

sion during this time. We all know that our flesh finds security in money and stuff. By committing to give 

more to the church, you are training your flesh. You are, by this outward discipline, training yourself to be 

content with what God gives. You are practicing saying “no” to your desires. Again, if you fail, you have 

not sinned. But you’ve learned just how powerful your flesh is in leading you instead of you leading it. 

You’ve learned how you need help from above in being content with what God gives.  

 

This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way:  

 

“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and[a] we 

cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be con-

tent. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and 

harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many pangs.” (1 Tim 6:6–10) 

 

Our sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is in God. Let us learn this without sin by training our flesh this 

Lenten season.  



 

 

Zion Important Contacts 
ADULT NEW MEMBER/INSTRUCTION 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 
 

ALTAR GUILD 

Beth Twenhafel 618-660-8872 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Christa Sink  618-670-7844 

Marianne McDaniel 618-789-1602 

Amanda Ganey  618-789-3157 

 
BOARD OF FINANCE  

Ken Knutson  618-566-8350 

Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993 

Deb Heck  618-792-0723 

 
CHURCH BUSINESS 

President — Torri Suedmeyer  618-944-9631 

V. President — Dale Wehmeyer  618-566-8114 
 

CONFIRMATION  CLASSES 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Emily Stein  815-979-7637                             
 

EVANGELISM QUESTIONS 

Bessie Fick  515-230-9937 

Tony Lara, Elder 618-530-8886 

 
LADIES AID/LWML 

Pinky Ahner 698-0555 

 

Men’s Club 

Ray Kemezys 624-6625 

Joe Crismon  270-762-6618 

 
MUSIC 

Choir/Organ- Josh & Nancy Peterson 566-7375 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Prayer requests - Contact Church Office  

To be added to prayer chain please  

contact Marlene Lockwood @ 566-4597 

 
PRESCHOOL 

Director - Marlene Lockwood 566-4597 

SOCIAL MINISTRY QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Matt Sink, Elder  618-567-5267 

 

SPIRITUAL CONCERNS/QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Board of Elders—  

A-G: Mark Krausz  618-588-4917 

H-L: Randy Schorfheide 618-304-4422 

M-R: Matt Sink 618-567-5267 

S-Z: Tony Lara 618-530-8886 
 

STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS 

Randy Schorfheide, Elder  618-304-4422 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Superintendent— Emily Stein 

                               815-979-7637                             

Assistant Superintendent— Jenna Dunn 

                                                850-420-4006 
 

THRIVENT 

Eldon Ahner 588-4215 

Lionel Timmerman 806-8993 

Glenda Pike 806-3656 

 
TRUSTEES/BLDG. MAINTENANCE 

Trustees@ZionMascoutah.com 

Andy Sax  618-530-7294  

Cheryl Sax  618-806-7290 

Gadge Corey  618-477-2716 

Mike Twenhafel  618-363-1955 
 

WELCOME COMMITTEE 

Lionel Timmerman 806-8993 

 
WORSHIP QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Mark Krausz, Elder  618-588-4917 

 
YOUTH GROUP 

Mike and Amanda Ganey  618-779-4348 

Christa Sink  618-670-7844 
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March 1 

"Singled-Out but Not Alone" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Something needs to be done and it falls to you to do it. You might feel alone-but you're not alone. 

(Exodus 3-4) 

March 8 

"Upon Further Review" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

God's forgiving love for us in Christ cancels the continuous playback of our regrets. 

(Exodus 5) 

March 15 

"Gracious Confiscation" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

(Exodus 7-8) 

March 22 

"They Bloom Later" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

(Exodus 9) 

March 29 

"Labors of Love" 

Guest Speaker: Pastor Ryan Tinetti 

(Exodus 10) 

Mascoutah Food Pantry 
items needed for March 

 

Kleenex, Tuna Helper, Graham Crackers,  

Tomato Sauce, Sugar, Canned Chicken,  

Fruit Cocktail, Ramen Noodles 
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03/01  Jeff Fick 

03/03  James Barnard 

03/03  Matthew Clayton 

03/03  Sharon Hosler 

03/04  Joe Haas 

03/05  Sue Kandler 

03/05  Ivar Peterson 

03/07  Joyce Hutchinson 

03/08  Julie Benner 

03/09  Zachary Matthews 

03/09  Paul Seering 

03/10  David Hatcher 

03/10  Jenny Kneschke 

03/11  Christian Drinnon 

03/12  Dalton Wambold 

03/14  Eldon Ahner 

03/14  Mary Kay Krausz 

03/14  Camryn Walter 

03/14  Sydney Walter 

03/15  Lionel Timmerman 

03/15  Terry Twenhafel 

03/16  Kara Simon 

03/17  Laquitta Gibson 

03/18  Pinky Ahner 

03/18  Payton Barnard 

03/18  Abigail Clayton 

03/18  Kyle Manera 

03/20  Gary Fulton 

03/20  Solomon Hatcher 

03/20  Brenda Snyder 

03/25  Ruth Klingelhoefer 

03/25  Nathan Schreiber 

03/26  Daniel Bretz 

03/26  Patrick Lange 

03/27  Marsha Baro 

03/28  Taylor Crismon 

03/29  Olivia Begley 

03/31  Janice Conklin 

03/04  Evangeline Duffie 

03/04  Joe Haas 

03/04  Luke Morra 

03/05  Deloris Bramstedt 

03/05  Kathleen Eldridge 

03/08  Norman Rowold 

03/11  Amy Kolweier 

03/11  Jessica Pettis 

03/12  Carolyn Overmyer 

03/15  Aileen Malcharek 

03/16  Matthew Clayton 

03/16  Mackenzie Krausz 

03/16  Mary Kay Krausz 

03/17  Barbara Bretz 

03/17  Leif  Peterson 

03/17  Doug Sax 

03/18  Bristol Sax  

03/18  Tom Sax 

03/20  Jeff Fick 

03/20  Marianne McDaniel 

03/20  Lola Simon 

03/21  Julie Benner 

03/24  Dick Bogue 

03/26  Kyrielle Corey 

03/30  Abigail Clayton 

03/31  Christian Drinnon 

Flowers for  March 
1 

 

8 

 

15 Stein family, in memory of 

Charlotte and the Timmermans, 

in honor of Lionel’s 70th birthday. 

 

22  Kemezys, in honor of Taylor 

Crismon’s 6th birthday. 

 

29 

 

Special  Music for  
March 

 

1 Makena Suedmeyer & 

      Ezri Linnertz 

 

15 Sophia Bretz & 

      Rainer Bretz 

 

22  Gianna Sink 

 

29  Bjorn Peterson 

03/11  Randy & Jeannette Schorfheide 

03/17  Kenny & Robyn Rakers 

03/26  Jacob & Erin Beville 

LWML  ~ March 19 
 

Devotion and Topic:   

Mercy (Pinky Ahner) 

 

Special Mission Offering: 

Unity Lutheran Elementary School 

 

Activities:   

Spring Retreat 

Spring Rally/Prayer Service @ Zion 

Women’s Day of Renewal 

 

Hostesses: 

Laurie Knutson & Glenda Pike 

 

Altar Guild Schedule 
for March 

 

8  Beth Twenhafel 

 

22  Jenny Kneschke 

 

29  Mary Kay Krausz 



 

 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Zion Lutheran Church 

February 4, 2020 
 

Call to order 

 

Opening prayer and devotion – Pastor 

 

Roll call – Torri Suedmeyer, Christa Sink, Cheryl Sax, Marianne McDaniel, Pastor Clayton, Terry Twenhafel, Dale Wehmeyer,  

Jeff Fick, Ken Knutson, and Mark Krausz. 

 

Approval of January council meeting – Changes requested in section iii under the Board of Education section to correct misspelling of 

Fick and change the word “voter’s” to council. 

 

MMSP for changes. 

MMSP to approve with changes. 

 

Guest report to council - Jeff Fick 

●Preschool director position – Jeff Fick presented the advantages to an appointed DCE. 

●Unity Lutheran School financial needs- Jeff Fick reported on the financial outlook for Unity.  They have 160 students enrolled 

with 18 staff on board.  The current outlook is better for the school.  The school is in need of new heaters but the building is in 

good shape overall. 

 

Pastor’s report: 

●Official Acts: 

°Funeral of Lincoln Hoskins, January 18, 2020. 

●The Numbers: 

°Visits:  29 (24 members and 5 non-members). 

°Congregational Meetings and Activities:  20 

°Circuit/District/Synod Events:  15 

°Community Contacts:  2 

●Other Items: 

°Training event at SID Office in Belleville or February 8, 2020. 

 

Treasurer’s report: 

●First Federal Bank Balance: $38,569.22 

●Petty Cash: $50.00 

●Edward Jones: $83,313.98 

 

MMSP to approve Treasurer’s Report. 

 

Board of Finance report: 

●2020 Budget YTD: $23,352.30   

●2020 Actual YTD: $20,806.30 

 

Board of Elders report: 

●A committee will be formed to coordinate a debt free celebration. 

●A donation was received to fund a new video camera.   

●The Zoom platform will be used for the electronic devotional studies. 

●Eight people signed up for sound system training.   

●It was discussed if Rally Sunday and Friendship Sunday could be combined.  The Elders will get with members of the  

Board of Ed to coordinate the possibility.   

●The pictorial directory will be made sometime this fall.  A committee will be formed to lead this initiative.   

●The new street sign design was presented at the meeting.  

 

MMSP to approve the purchase of the street signs with the new design.   

Board of Education report: 

■Preschool Report: 

●Need to approve 2020-2021 School Year Tuition. 

●Discussed job descriptions for director, teacher, and aide. 

●Need to hire an aide for upcoming school year. 

●Balance on Hand: $48,703.01 
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Council Meeting Minutes continued from previous page 

■Presentation by Jeff Fick: 

●Called position is committed to ministry. 

●Solid understanding of parent/community outreach. 

●A way to unite church and preschool. 

●Idea -call for a split DCE/Director Position. 

●Primetime for a called position is March/April. 

■Sunday School: 

●MarKa– Sunday, February 9, 2020. 

●The Sunday School Staff will be having monthly meetings. 

●Total Offerings - $1,707.03 

●Looking at future missions. 

■Other: 

●Preschool needs a vision/”What do we stand for?” 

●Set up a survey for preschool parents to obtain feedback. 

●College Mailings will be sent out this month. 

●BOE will plan a future potluck for preschool retirement and plan to invite preschool families. 

 

MMSP was made to hire a preschool director for one year because of time constraints. 

 

Board of Trustees report: 

●Radon Testing – Radon testing results were barely over the detection limit of 4.0pCi/L.  The results will be posted.   

No other action is required at this time.  Testing needs to be completed every 3 years. 

●Keyless Entry – A keyless entry pad will be installed for the church office.  It will cost about $400.  Mike Twenhafel will  

coordinate the use of an App, card, or fob to gain access.   

●Gym Door Closers – Terry has purchased and will install new door closers. 

●Elevator Inspection – The elevator inspection by Kone was completed and it passed. 

●Handicap Door Access – Monies have been donated to install a handicap door opener.  The Trustees have received three bids.  

They will compare the bids and come up with a recommendation for the project. 

●Downstairs Projector – The new projector has been installed and is ready to use. 

●Church Camera/Recording – Mike Segelhorst is working on this.  The current camera is no longer working and we are  

presently improvising.   

●Basement Lighting – Mike Twenhafel is looking into LED replacement lights. 

●Community Service – There is an opportunity for a non church person to perform community service for the church. It was 

discussed that the parsonage yard and basement could use cleaning but only under the supervision of a church member being 

present.  

 

MMSP to approve community service. 

 

President’s report – The church constitution needs to be reviewed.  A committee will be formed to review and propose needed  

updates. 

 

Committee reports: 

●Evangelism -A list of members will be compiled, and Dale will contact the committee for notes for next council meeting. 

●Stewardship -A list of members will be compiled, and Dale will contact the committee for notes for next council meeting. 

●Strategic planning - A list of members will be compiled, and Dale will contact the committee for notes for next council meeting. 

●Preschool planning - A list of members will be compiled, and Dale will contact the committee for notes for next council  

meeting. 

●HVAC – A report on the HVAC condition has been created.  Dale will send the report to all the council members. 

●Constitution committee – A committee will be formed 

●Transfer the Blessing – Torri will request handouts for the church members to review.  The Transfer the Blessings program 

will be presented at the March council meeting.  

 

Executive Session - None 

Executive Session action report - None 

 

Old Business: 

●Unity commitment made by Dec Voters meeting was discussed and the council felt comfortable that this was in the best  

interest of both Zion and Unity.   

       New Business: 

   ●Proposed Voter’s Meeting for April 14th. 

 

       Next Meeting – March 3rd at 7:00 pm. 

 

MMSP to adjourn. 

 

       Close with The Lord’s Prayer. 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

101 S. Railway 

Mascoutah, IL  62258 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

 Sunday 10:00 AM  

BIBLE STUDY 

 Sunday 8:45 to 9:45 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Sunday 8:45 to 9:45 AM 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

Worship Topics This Month 

March 1 —  First Sunday in Lent — Matthew 4:1-11 —  “What Does Victory Look Like?” 

 

March 4 —  First Lent Midweek — “Minor Prophet, Major Savior, Jonah” 

  —Sem. Stein will preach at Zion  

 

March 8 —  Second Sunday in Lent — Matthew 15:21-28 —  “Troublemaker or Trainer?” 

 

March 11 —  Second Lent Midweek — “Minor Prophet, Major Savior, Joel” 

  —Pastor Keseman will preach at Zion  

 

March  15 —  Third Sunday in Lent — Luke 11:14-28 —  “Spring Cleaning” 

 

March 18 —  Third Lent Midweek — “Minor Prophet, Major Savior, Hosea” 

  —Pastor Clayton will preach at Zion  

 

March 22 —  Fourth Sunday in Lent —  John 6:1-15 — “Food from Heaven” 

 

March 25 —  Fourth Lent Midweek —“Minor Prophet, Major Savior, Malachi” 

  —Pastor Lukomski will preach at Zion  

 

March 29 —  Fifth Sunday in Lent — John 8:42-59 — “Who Is of God?” 

 

Please join us in worship to hear more about the Good News! 


