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Humor
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize
one of the most quoted passages in the Bible -- Psalm 23. She gave
the youngsters a month to learn the verse. Little Bobby was excited
about the task, but he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After
much practice, he could barely get past the first line. On the day
that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the
congregation, Bobby was so nervous. When it was his turn, he
stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, "The Lord is my
shepherd . . . and that's all I need to know!"
I needed some supplies from a Sunday School cupboard that was
seldom used and was secured with a lock. I didn't know the
combination, but our clergyman offered to give it a try. Father Jack
placed his fingers on the lock's dial and raised his eyes heavenward
for a moment. Then he confidently spun the dial and opened the
lock. Seeing how impressed I was with this demonstration of faith,
he smiled and confided, "The numbers are written on the ceiling."

From the Pastor
In the congregational surveys that were filled out several months
ago, one of the most frequent comments suggested that Zion should
become more involved in mission work and mission trips. In the
months since, we have been exploring and laying groundwork for
the congregation to be able to be involved in mission work in a
personal way. One of the options that has come to the forefront has
been the possibility of assembling a team for a short-term mission
trip to the Dominican Republic.
Short-term mission teams in the Dominican Republic typically
consist of 8-10 people, and the trips run for one week, usually from
Saturday to Saturday. Teams are assembled for specific purposes or
themes, and have a set workload to be accomplished during the
week. For next year, tasks are suggested for five different types of
teams. They are:
EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT TEAM
Support education in the church’s two Lutheran schools and/or local
public schools with activities that may include but are not limited
to:
continued on the next page

continued from the previous page
+Holding an open house or passing out flyers to help boost enrollment;
+Participating in or leading devotions, songs, prayers, etc.;
+Showing appreciation for teachers, faculty, and staff;
+Community home visits to school families;
+Interior & exterior facility improvements;
+Cleaning/organizing, and more.
HEALTH OUTREACH TEAM
Spend a week engaging in various outreach activities related to health (spiritual, mental, emotional,
physical) and the promotion and preservation of life from conception to natural death. Topics your team
might consider include:
+Wellness talks in local churches (i.e. nutrition, women’s health);
+Health checks (height & weight, blood pressure, glucose, etc.) in local churches;
+Well-child checks in Lutheran schools;
+Community home visits to sick or chronically ill members.
PLAYGROUND RENOVATION TEAM
Renovate two playgrounds (one for little kids and one for older kids) in Palmar Arriba. Tasks may include
but are not limited to:
+Painting/repairing existing equipment & benches
+Building additional benches
+Leveling terrain
+Painting cinder block walls
+Building or installing new equipment
+Adding an overhang for shade
+Installing a recycled tire border
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL TEAMS
Lead a weeklong Vacation Bible School (Bible stories, crafts, games, music, snacks, etc.) at one of the local
Lutheran congregations. The congregations want to use the VBS as an outreach to their communities,
providing them with new opportunities for pastoral follow-up. Depending on which congregation hosts the
VBS, your team will also have opportunities to be involved in activities such as men’s outreach, missionary kid ministry, community outreach activities, and ministry to adults with intellectual & developmental
disabilities.
VOLLEYBALL CAMP TEAM
Lead a week-long volleyball camp for children & youth at Iglesia Luterana Amigos de Cristo. While volleyball skills and fundamentals should be the focus, traditional VBS elements like Bible stories, songs,
games, snacks, and crafts may be included. Your team may also be able to assist with cleaning/preparing
an unpaved, overgrown area near the church to be used as an outdoor play space.
Zion is so amazingly blessed with talented, faithful, dedicated members that it’s likely that we could send
a team in any one of these areas! However, for the coming year, we should choose one area and focus on it
in particular. Housing and meals are provided by the church once the team arrives. The cost per person
for the week, including round-trip airfare, housing, and food is likely to be about $1600. Dates are not yet
set, but a timeframe shortly after school ends, late May or early June, might be strong possibilities. If you
are interested in serving in one of these areas on a short-term mission team to the Dominican Republic,
please talk to Pastor Clayton.
Please begin to prayerfully consider how you might become more personally involved in our Lord’s mission work. As Isaiah said when the Lord asked who would go for Him, “Here am I, send me, send me.”
Your partner in mission work,
Pastor Clayton
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Guests are always welcome to join
us at our Ladies Aid meetings.
“Bertha” came all the way from
Maui, Hawaii to hear Sem. Don
Stein speak at our September 19th
meeting.

For additional pictures from Friendship
Sunday see pages 8-9.

What a joy it is to hear the choir singing most Sundays for worship! During the month of October,
the choir will be singing four times:
October 6:
October 13:
October 20:
October 27:

Be Strong in the Lord
Before You I Kneel
If You But Trust in God to Guide You
God of Grace

Membership Changes
Baptisms:
Amy Lin
Alaina Susan Gryga
Connor Axel Hatcher

Transfer In:
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Miss Marlene’s
3-year-old
Preschool classes
“hunting” for ants!
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Zion members helped deliver furniture and household goods
for incoming internationals on Labor Day weekend. This is
part of our Southern Illinois District's international ministry
at Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville based at Trinity Lutheran, Edwardsville. Thank you to the LWML who
sponsored this mission project and thank you to all who donated items and helped deliver them.

Greetings all! I hope everyone had a blessed summer and is looking forward to a beautiful fall. It’s an exciting time at Zion. I would like to thank everyone for their hard work in the roof replacement process. The
new roof is looking fantastic and will protect our church for decades to come. As we approach the end of the
year, I ask that you all prayerfully consider serving as a church officer. This is a wonderful way to become
more active in the Congregation and serve your fellow members. If anyone is interested in serving, please
contact myself, an Elder, or any Council Member.
God’s Blessings to all, Bob Walter
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The Board of Education is busy planning Fall Fest. Please join us on October 20 from 2-4 PM for S'more good
old fashioned fun! We are in need of bag sets and yard games. Please let Alicia Suedmeyer, Christa Sink, or
Marianne McDaniel know if you have some you can bring!
Alicia Suedmeyer

We began our preschool year with parent orientation on Tuesday, September
3rd and our first days of class on September 4th and 5th. Our first Jesus Time
lessons with Pastor Clayton were about how God made everything, including
us.
We will host our annual Open House and Art Show on Tuesday, October 22nd
from 7:00-8:00 PM. The children will get a chance to show off their classrooms and the art projects they have made. Everyone is invited to join us for
the evening and see the exciting things we are doing.
Our fundraiser this year will once again be Butter Braids, Cookie Dough, and Pizzas. These products arrive
frozen and can be prepared for the upcoming holidays. The order forms will be in the Narthex every Sunday
after church and during the week through Sunday, September 29th. They will be available for pick-up on
Sunday, October 6th. The money we raise will help us purchase new equipment for gym play. Thank you to
everyone for helping to support our program by making a purchase.
The preschool doors will once again be locked on school mornings between 9:10 and 11:10 AM. If you need to
enter the school building during those hours, please use one of the church entrances.
Please continue to save box tops for education, old cell phones, and used printer cartridges. All items can be
placed in the containers on the shelf under the bulletin boards in the preschool hallway.
We are all enjoying getting back into the routine of the school year and love the time we spend with the children.
In His Service, Marlene Lockwood

Page 6

The golf bag was guaranteed for life. Guaranteed for life! The heavy-duty zippers, leather straps, extrastrong nylon stitching, and super durable canvas were seemingly going to be indestructible. It said guaranteed for life!
Then we read the fine print. There were exceptions, and plenty of them. Some guarantee, huh?
Jeremiah 31:3 reads, “…I have loved you with an everlasting love…”
This shows us a different type of guarantee. This guarantee has no exceptions. It’s God’s guarantee of love
for us. And, His love never ends. Even when life deals us pain, sadness, sickness, or any other stresses that
we may encounter, God’s love is there for us. No exceptions! No fine print! Jesus’ death and resurrection solidify this guarantee. And it’s forever!
Your friend in Christ, Ray Kemezys, Elder

Summer is coming to an end and as the days get shorter, the nights get colder, our kids get
busier. A new semester and curriculum are here with some changes to our staff. Here’s the
breakdown; Marianne McDaniel is teaching the parent bible study during Sunday School
hours. The Little Lambs now include Pre-K and is taught by Dawn Corey and aided by
Rhiannon Corey. Kindergarten is a class by itself taught by Amy Kolweier and Jean Kemezys. First and second grade stayed the same with Gadge Corey as teacher, third and
fourth grade is now taught by Ashlee Eatherton, and fifth grade confirmation is led by
Alicia Suedmeyer. Sixth grade confirmation is being taught by Matt Sink and our seventh
grade Confirmation is being taught by Pastor Clayton. There aren’t any Eighth graders
currently, so that rounds up our classes for grade school. High School Apologetics class is
being led by Seminarian Adam Wolfe and Seminarian Don Stein is leading Adult Bible Study. Your Sunday
School Admins are Robert Corey and Emily Stein. There are lots of changes, but our classes are full, and our
kids are excited to be singing again with Glenda Pike. All are welcome and we’ll see you on Sunday!
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In the early morning hours of Feb. 18, 1546, Martin Luther closed his eyes forever. And the hand that
hammered the 95 Theses into the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, penned its final words:
“We are all beggars. This is true.”
And this is the truth that our Lord says makes you free. Ironic, isn’t it? That, in order to be free,
you must be a beggar; you must be utterly dependent and reliant upon God. This makes us uncomfortable
– the way we’re uncomfortable when someone gets us a Christmas or birthday present when we haven’t
gotten them one. We feel we owe them. And we don’t much like being in someone’s debt.
But what Luther would remind us is that we are all indeed beggars. But we’re not just anyone’s
beggars. We’re God’s beggars. And this is His legacy to the Christian Church. Christ came for sinners. He
came to seek and save the lost. He came to heal the sick and raise the dead. He came for sinners, and He
dwells only with sinners.
And, if we are to be where He is, we must be willing to be counted among the lost, the sick, and the
dead. We must be willing to be beggars. We must cry out for mercy, for grace, and for his undeserved love
and kindness. We must be dependent solely on Him and what He gives.
And here’s the beauty: He gives us everything. Everything – forgiveness of sins, salvation from
death and the devil, and eternal life. This is not because of any worthiness or merit in us, but it is because
of His divine goodness, mercy, and grace.
On account of Christ’s death and resurrection, the Father forgives you, saves you, and is pleased
with you. And you receive. You receive His love, His righteousness, His holiness, His acceptance, and His
inheritance. We are all beggars. This is true.
This is the heart and soul of Christianity and the life-blood of the Christian Church. God justifies
us, and He declares us innocent and righteous by His grace received through faith for the sake of Christ.
This is not because of our works; this is because of His work on the cross. We, who once were enemies of
God, are reconciled to Him and made to be His children.
This is what Luther would point us to when He took up his pen for the last time and scribbled “We
are all beggars. This is true.” We are beggars. But we are beggars of the God who does not ignore us, who
doesn’t pass by us on the other side. We are beggars of the One who descended from heaven to make His
dwelling with sinners.
We are beggars of Him who deigns to dwell with us, among us, and – yes – even in us by grace for
Christ’s sake. For in the bread and cup that we bless, we share together with Christ and each other the
riches of God’s grace.
So inexhaustible are the riches of this grace – the Gospel in sermon and absolution, in Baptism and
Holy Communion – that our cups overflow. We, who are God’s beggars, are not only inexhaustibly satisfied
but have something to give back in thanksgiving and praise.

Saint Bunny
A Sunday School teacher asked her 3 and 4 year old pupils, “Do you know who Peter was in the Bible?”
The room was silent. Finally, a small voice in the back called out, “I think it was a rabbit.”
Submitted by Roy Klingelhoefer
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??? Who Do I Contact ???
ADULT NEW MEMBER/INSTRUCTION
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306

PRESCHOOL
Director - Marlene Lockwood 566-4597

ALTAR GUILD
Beth Twenhafel 618-660-8872

SENIOR YOUTH
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Alicia Suedmeyer 944-9631
Christa Sink 618-670-7844
Marianne McDaniel 618-789-1602

SOCIAL MINISTRY QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306

CHURCH BUSINESS
President — Bob Walter 593-6973
V. President — Torri Suedmeyer 618-944-9631
EVANGELISM QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
FINANCE BD./ENVELOPES ETC.
Sharon Weier 618-660-7815
Ken Knutson 618-566-8350
Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993
WELCOME COMMITTEE
Lionel Timmerman 806-8993
LADIES AID/LWML
Pinky Ahner 698-0555

Men’s Club
Ray Kemezys 624-6625
Joe Crismon 270-762-6618
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
MUSIC
Choir - Josh & Nancy Peterson 566-7375
PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer requests - Contact Church Office
To be added to prayer chain contact
Marlene Lockwood 566-4597

SPIRITUAL CONCERNS/QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Elders—
A-G: Mark Krausz 618-588-4917
H-L: Ray Kemezys 624-6625
M-R: Matt Sink 618-567-5267
S-Z: Tony Lara 618-530-8886
STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Ray Kemezys 624-6625
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Superintendent— Robert Corey
618-581-1394
Assistant Superintendent—Emily Stein
815-979-7637
THRIVENT
Eldon Ahner 588-4215
Lionel Timmerman 806-8993
Glenda Pike 806-3656
TRUSTEES/BLDG. MAINTENANCE
Trustees@ZionMascoutah.com
Mike Segelhorst 314-956-5332
Mike Ganey 618-779-4348
Andy Sax 618-530-7294
Cheryl Sax 618-806-7290
WORSHIP QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
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October 6
"Homeward"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The spiritually homeless people of the modern world have written God out of their story, but God
remains the one Way home.
(Genesis 11 - 12:9)
October 13
"Faith Unafraid"
Guest Speaker: Pastor Ryan Tinetti
Genesis Series - People sometimes talk of "cutting a deal." In times past, this was more than a figure of speech!
(Genesis 15)
October 20
"The Lamp of the Body"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Genesis Series - (Zeigler:) "If your heart is full of light, then your eyes shine with generosity and
grace, and your body follows the light. If your heart is full of darkness, then your eyes are obscured
with fear and greed, and the rest of you follows suit."
(Genesis 16)
October 27
"Walk with Me"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Genesis Series
(Genesis 17)

Mascoutah Food Pantry items
needed for October
Chili Beans, Beef Stew, Sauerkraut,
Sloppy Joe Mix, Chicken & Dumplings,
Canned Potatoes, Mashed Potatoes,
BBQ Sauce, Mandarin Oranges, Kleenex
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10/01
10/02
10/04
10/06
10/06
10/07
10/07
10/09
10/10
10/10
10/10
10/10
10/11
10/13
10/13
10/13
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/15
10/16
10/17
10/21
10/22
10/24
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/26
10/27
10/27
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/31

Ray McDaniel
Dawson Rowold
Chelsea Mann
Ashlee Eatherton
Jennifer Hosler
Calista Hosler
Emerson Segelhorst
Bjorn Peterson
Stefan Drinnon
Evangeline Duffy
Glenda Pike
Brady Twenhafel
Joyce Trout
Dick Bogue
Robin Phillips
Amber Schanz
Sophia Bretz
Sharon Weier
Kim Drinnon
Matt Wambold
Rebecca Allen
Jennifer Lara
Ben Spomer
Emily Jensen
Nick McDaniel
Lori Clayton
Terry Crabtree
Mia Simon
Jacob McDaniel
Darla Lancey
Matt Sink
Shannon Barnard
Dawn Corey
Savannah Murphy
Zachary Lorton

10/02
10/10
10/17
10/18

Mark & Chris Hatcher
Ryan & Tiffany Heck
Ted & Dawn Ahner
Alan & Jenny Kneschke

Flowers for October
6

Jennifer Trame in celebration
of her birthday.

13 Timmermans, in memory of
their daughter, Mary.
20 Bob Twenhafel in memory of
Jan and by the Ahners.

10/02
10/02
10/07
10/07
10/08
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/14
10/16
10/19
10/19
10/19
10/21
10/22
10/22
10/24
10/26
10/26
10/30
10/31
10/31

27 Kemezys, for Katie Crismon’s
birthday.

Laurie Knutson
Reese Roehrig
Justin Linn
Derek Schanz
Austin Tanck
Ken Knutson
Jeff Zimmermann
Kurt Spomer
Avery Boehm
Chloe Pannier
Gadge Corey
Ava Pettis
Dillan Schorfheide
Allison Spomer
Maggie Harlan
Angie Walter
Ashlee Eatherton
Grant Ahner
Ezri Linnertz
Joyce Trout
Helen Sauerhage
Ramona Witte

Altar Guild Schedule
for October
13 Jenny Kneschke
27 Lita Timmerman
Shirley Braeutigam

LWML ~ October 17
Devotion and Topic: Sem. Brett Jones

Special Music
for October
6

Emily Stein

20 Abigail Clayton
27 Thor Peterson

Special Mission Offering: Family Hospice
Activities: LWML Sunday, Oct. 6
Fall Stocking Workshop
Hostesses: Joyce Hendrix &
Lita Timmerman
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Council Meeting Minutes
Zion Lutheran Church
September 5, 2019
Meeting called to order at 6:04 p.m.
Scott Radden from LCMS Foundation gave a presentation on the Transfer the Blessings and Lifetime Plan for Giving program.
Council will discuss and decide if this is something we want to move forward with.
Opening Prayer and Devotion by Pastor Clayton.
Attendance: Pastor Clayton, Mike Segelhorst, Alicia Suedmeyer, Bob Walter, Ray Kemezys, Torri Suedmeyer,
Sharon Weier, Jean Kemezys
Approval of August Council meeting minutes – MMSP via email.
Pastor’s Report:
●Official Acts: Wedding of Roger and Katrina Drinnon (non-members) August 10, 2019.
●The Numbers:
○Visits: 44 (35 members and 9 non-members)
○Congregational Meetings and Activities: 23
○Circuit/District/Synod Events: 12
○Community Contacts: 2
Treasurer’s Report:
●First Federal Savings Bank: $61,881.20
●Edward Jones account: $121,232.22
●General Fund: $9,260.89
We are switching healthcare plans for Pastor Clayton and family for 2020. Enrollment for this has been completed.
MMSP to approve Treasurer’s report
Financial Secretary’s Report:
●Budget YTD: $198,254.00
●Actual YTD: $196,712.87
Elder’s Report:
●September 15, 2019 - Social Sunday – lunch and games. A-K desserts, L-Z side dishes.
●Looking into other Bible Study ideas, especially taking into consideration parents who drop their children off for
Sunday School on Sunday mornings.
●Suggestion was made to have a teleconference type devotion, prayer request session.
●Council members looking at asking for nominees to fill their positions in the new year.
Board of Education Report:
Preschool:
●Discussed new financial reporting for council reports. Will begin doing that for the September BOE meeting.
●Future Planning meeting held. Members researching and gathering data for a future proposal.
Sunday School:
●August Average each Sunday: 43
●Account Balance: $727.81
●Can Curriculum cost shift back to the Church budget? Originally SS took it on to help with budget concerns a year
and a half ago. However, the curriculum cost each semester far outweighs the $ coming into the SS offering.
●5th Sunday of month to now be collection of diapers of all sizes, mainly larger sizes for the seminary food pantry.
Youth Group:
●Officers attended evangelism workshop.
●Meeting format change.
●Financial report same as July (no activity).
●$1250 Lembke estate to be discussed at next meeting.
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Continued on next page

Council Meeting Minutes continued from previous page
Old Business:
●Discussed confirmation survey results/teacher changes/space challenges.
●Bible study:
○Confirmation 5th – Bible Study - Alicia Suedmeyer
○Confirmation 6th – Apologetics - Matt Sink
○Confirmation 7th – Year 1 Catechism study -Pastor Clayton
(**Will need another space/teacher as the 2 year catechism study needs to be separate next year. Classes can no longer be
combined as they used to be with the old curriculum.)
○Senior Youth – Apologetics – Adam Wolfe
○Young Adults/Adults – Financial Peace – Joe Bloomquist
○Youth Group – Master Criminals of the Bible – Rhiannon Corey
○Parent Sunday School/Adult Bible class – Marianne McDaniel
●Survey to go out for Sunday School parents to see what would keep them at church, or in fellowship and worship
during Sunday School hour.
●Fall Fest planning.
Trustee’s Report:
●Church roof replacement – Voters approved the DECRA metal shingle. Will go with Shake style, antique chestnut color.
●Repaired failing door closers on the school South and Gym entrances.
●Gym floor waxing is complete.
●Pest Extermination- Joe Haas has sprayed for pest control.
●Preschool furnace filters have been replaced.
●All sump pumps have been replaced.
●Sump pump float switches will be replaced at next work day, October 5 th.
●Installed moisture leak detectors.
●Basement flood insurance – We now have $10,000 coverage ($1,000 deductible) for $60/year.
●Parsonage fence/fence to hide AC units – Lowe’s sent wrong color on the AC fencing. Working with them to resolve this
before parsonage fence is installed.
●Keyless entry system – Looked at bids from Commercial Door & Hardware and Metro Lock & Security. MMSP to allow
trustees to go with whichever company they feel has the best bid for the job.
●Parsonage - Water leak in upstairs bathroom. Leak is fixed but had to cut through ceiling in room below. Will repair ceiling
once it’s confirmed the repair is working.
●Preschool hallway floor transition strips on thresholds are beginning to peel up. Company that installed them is coming to
assess.
●As part of a 4-H project, Blake Twenhafel will be leveling the dirt and reseeding the lawn south side of Preschool. Council
approved this at August Council meeting.
●Tree removal by entrance to church parking lot – will schedule a day for this removal.
●Attic stairs behind altar need to be replaced.
●Stained glass in Narthex may need repair. Eldon Ahner will look at repairing this.
●Copier code set up – not currently prioritized due to time constraints.
●October 5 – next scheduled work day. Many projects need to be addressed.
President’s Report:
●Strategic Planning Committee – Education branch that met and Geoff Phillips and Jeff Fick are looking at ideas and what
would all be entailed. Meeting again the end of September. Strategic Planning Committee will then meet again after that.
Old Business: Basement carpet – still looking at issue with odor in basement.
New Business: Scott Radden presentation – will table discussion until October Council meeting.
Next Council meeting – Tuesday, October 8, 7:00 p.m.
MMSP to adjourn meeting
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted, Jean Kemezys
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Zion Lutheran Church
101 S. Railway
Mascoutah, IL 62258
Address Service Requested
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday 10:00 AM
BIBLE STUDY
Sunday 8:45 to 9:45 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday 8:45 to 9:45 AM

Worship Topics This Month

October 6 — Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
— Luke 7:11-17 — Sem. Wolfe to Preach
October 13 — Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
— Luke 14:1-11 — “Healing on the Sabbath”
October 20 — Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
— Matthew 22:34-46 — “Tricksy”
October 27 — Reformation Day
— John 8:31-36 — “Ecclesia Semper Reformanda”
Please join us in worship to hear more about the Good News!

