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Humor
Six-year-old Ned's mother was looking through an old family Bible
when an oak leaf fell out. Ned said, "I guess that must be Adam's
shorts."
A Christian guy named Bill saw an ad online for a Christian horse,
so he went to check it out. The horse’s owner said, “It’s easy to ride
him. Just say ‘Praise the Lord!’ to make him go and ‘Amen!’ to make
him stop.” Bill got on the horse and said, “Praise the Lord!” Sure
enough, the horse started to walk. “Praise the Lord!” he said again,
and the horse began to trot. “Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!” he
yelled, and the horse broke into a gallop. Bill was enjoying his ride
so much that he almost didn’t notice the cliff he and the horse were
about to go over. Bill shouted “AMEN!” at the top of his lungs, and
the horse stopped right at the edge of the cliff. Relieved, Bill said,
“Phew! Praise the Lord!”

From the Pastor
ZION REOPENING PLAN
Zion will resume in-person worship the first weekend of July. We
will move to having two services a weekend, one on Saturday night
at 7:00 and one on Sunday morning at 10:00. Each service will be
capped at 25% of the building capacity, or 65 people. In order to
make sure we stay at the 65 person maximum, WE WILL NEED
CONGREGATION MEMBERS TO MAKE RESERVATIONS TO
ATTEND EACH SERVICE. In order to maintain proper “social
distancing,” SEATING WILL BE ASSIGNED to fit a maximum
number of people in the sanctuary. While we will begin to welcome
people back to Zion in person, we will also continue posting the
10:00 Sunday morning service on Facebook Live for those who
choose to watch at home for health reasons or if the service is full.
(Bible Class and Sunday School will remain on Zoom for the time
being.)
PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS TO ATTEND WORSHIP EACH
WEEK. To make a reservation, contact Robin in the church office by
phone
at
618-566-7345
or
email
her
at
churchoffice@zionmascoutah.org and make sure to state how many
will be attending the service, and how many would be communing!
continued on the next page
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Please make reservations by Friday morning of the weekend you would like to attend. Robin will fill out a
seating chart to maximize the number of attendees possible while maintaining six feet of separation. If
the service you request is already full, Robin could offer seating at the other service for the weekend if it
has space available, or put your name as highest priority for a service the following weekend.
PLEASE BE PATIENT AND FLEXIBLE AS WE RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP!!! In order to
maintain six feet of distance, the Elders have carefully measured and charted which parts of pews can be
used to allow the most people to attend. YOUR “USUAL PEW” MIGHT NOT BE AVAILABLE. Please be
patient and flexible with seating so we can allow the most number of people to attend and still maintain
proper spacing.
We ask that you wear masks when entering and leaving the church, since it is not possible to maintain
six feet of separation in those times. Once you are seated in your pew and have six feet of distance, you
may take the mask off. (Of course, you may leave the mask on the entire time also if you prefer.) Families
and couples may sit together, but all others will be spaced apart.
Communion will be distributed to each person in the pews, using the new wooden trays. You will not
leave your pew to receive Communion. Pastor Clayton and the Elders will wear masks and follow careful
hand sanitation practices while distributing Communion. Communion will be held on the second and
fourth weekends during July. If Communion is offered on Sunday morning, it will also be offered at the
Saturday night service that weekend. For those who choose to watch on Facebook Live, (either for health
reasons or because the service was full), Drive-Up Communion will be offered until noon on each Communion Sunday. We will re-evaluate the frequency of Communion after July when we have a clearer picture of how the new system works.
Here are some safety precautions that are being implemented at Zion. All hymnals and Bibles have been
removed from the pew racks, and we will worship based on the printed bulletins only. Commonly touched
surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected between each service. Only the Sanctuary and Narthex will be
used for Sunday mornings. The basement, preschool wing, kitchen, and gym will not be accessible on Sunday mornings. (Only the cry-room bathroom will be available during worship.) You will only be able to
enter the church building from the two main entrances from the parking lots. Please do not come in
through any of the preschool doors. An Elder will show you to your assigned seat for the day. (Please be
polite and respectful even if your assigned seat is not where you usually sit!) After the service, an Elder
will usher each person, couple, or family out, starting from the back and working toward the front. Please
remain in your pew until you are ushered out. After in-person services have concluded during this pandemic period, Pastor Clayton will stand outside in main Church parking lot (or under the covered main
entrance) to greet attendees, maintaining social distancing and wearing a mask. Please hold conversations outside in the parking lot rather than in the Narthex, and please refrain from shaking hands or
sharing hugs.
PLEASE DO NOT COME TO CHURCH IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 OR IF YOU HAVE
BEEN EXPOSED IN THE LAST 14 DAYS! Here are reasons to stay home, please:
You have had a fever greater than 100 degrees in the last 14 days.
You have suffered difficulty breathing in the last 14 days.
You have had a dry cough in the last 14 days.
You have been exposed to someone who has COVID-19 in the last 14 days.
If any of these apply to you, please do not come to church until a 14 day waiting period has passed.
Please be considerate of the health of those around you. This means it is important to remember that your
actions impact others, and taking common-sense steps to be safe will help everyone. Please wash your
hands regularly and cover your mouth when sneezing. Take the necessary precautions you usually would
during the flu season. Avoid close contact with those who are sick or showing symptoms of being sick. If
you have symptoms, stay home, and avoid in-person contacts if you are sick.
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continued from the previous page
Your health and safety are a very high priority for us at Zion. We are continually assessing this situation
and will continue to communicate with additional information as available. If you have any questions,
please contact an Elder.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Clayton and the Board of Elders

As we look forward to re-opening in July, here are a couple photos of what Zion has looked like for the
last few months with only the Clayton family in attendance, putting the services on FaceBook Live. We
look forward to welcoming people back to worship in July! Make reservations by calling the church office
at 618-566-7345 or by emailing churchoffice@zionmascoutah.org and please be sure to specify how many
people will be attending, and how many will be Communing if it is a Communion service. Masks will be
needed when entering and leaving, but will not be required once you are seated in the pews.

Membership Changes
Baptisms:
Noah James Overmyer

Transfer In:
Maya Baro, baptized at
St. Peter’s, New Memphis
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ONLINE GIVING IS HERE!
You can now make offerings online during the COVID-19 emergency!
Throughout the year, many of you already support the congregation
with your time, talent and financial contributions. But greater seasonal participation is always welcome, especially as we cannot meet in
person to worship at Zion. I encourage you to consider our new online
giving program. We accept donations made from your PayPal account.
It takes just a few minutes to set up a one-time or recurring giving
plan. To learn more, visit the church website www.zionmascoutah.org/
online-giving/ to locate the donation link. We thank you for the continued support during these unique and trying times!

After a break for a couple months, we will again be
able to have sign-ups to place flowers on the altar for
Sunday mornings. Please call the church office at
(618) 566-7345 to be put on the flowers list and then
call Dawn Ahner at (618) 588-4215 or email her at
ahnerflorist@gmail.com to arrange for flowers. July
12, August 2, and August 23 are already reserved,
but all other dates this summer are available for
placing flowers!

MASCOUTAH TOWNSHIP 24th ANNUAL
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
In an effort to prepare for the anticipated resumption of in-person
schooling in August, the Mascoutah Township is gearing up for their 24th
Annual School Supply Drive. In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the generous support of the community is crucial to ensure the less fortunate children are offered a fair start to the school year. Last year,
nearly 100 children were provided with school supplies, backpacks and
shoes. We believe the need for these supplies will increase as a result of
these unprecedented economic times. Donations of supplies or cash need
to be contributed by July 23rd to 622 W. Main St., Mascoutah, or call 566
-7132. See the list of items needed on the table in the Narthex.
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Greetings Zion, from your Sunday School team. Last
month’s book study of C.S. Lewis’s The Lion, The Witch and
The Wardrobe with Seminarian Stein was a wonderful learning
experience. We have had positive feedback, and are excited to
continue on to the month of July! Lori Clayton has graciously
accepted the fun challenge to teach the second book in the
Narnia series, Prince Caspian, for July, and Marianne McDaniel will teach, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, in August. We
pray you are all doing well, and miss seeing your children’s
smiling faces in Sunday School.
Please note, with Emily Stein leaving for Iowa at the end of July, this is her final month serving Zion’s Sunday School. Jenna Dunn will be taking over for her full time. A huge thank you to
Jenna for taking over the duties six months earlier than what is customary. Another thank you to
you all at Zion, for working so well during this time with Emily and the rest of Sunday School to keep
Christ centered in your home.
God Bless! Emily Stein

Happy July Zion! This month not only does our nation celebrate its independence, but our
church celebrates a return to in-person worship! Pastor Clayton, Zion’s Elder’s, and Council have
worked hard to create a return to worship plan, and I want to thank everyone for their willingness
to collaborate for the good of God’s people. We look forward to seeing everyone again and understand if you do not feel comfortable attending services at church just yet. Please feel free to continue watching FaceBook Live or the recorded services on our YouTube channel. For those who do
plan to return, please remember to follow CDC guidelines, and stay home if you do not feel well.
Finally, please pray for our nation as we continue to struggle with the impact of COVD-19 and the
social unrest that has dominated the news over the past month. As always, we look to Christ and
His perfect sacrifice for us all!
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow
weary or fainthearted.” (Hebrews 12: 1-3)
In Christ, Torrin Suedmeyer
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The impending summer events that normally busy the Board of
Education, were significantly altered by COVID-19 restrictions. However, Zion’s Youth group is beginning to bloom! In early June a Netflix
Virtual Movie night was attempted. Like everything tried for the very
first time, there were a few unexpected obstacles! Nonetheless, I know
our youth group is looking forward to another attempt at a movie night
with other Christian youth! With that said, the executive officers of the Senior youth met recently through a
Zoom meeting to brainstorm summer ideas. Their second event happened June 18 in the church parking lot
with a Soda Social!! This youth led event was chaperoned. Students were encouraged to bring a chair and
friends. Sodas and a comfortable and relaxing environment were provided. Other summer events include a
Disc challenge (July 10) and Tie Dye and Talk (August 1). Interested? Have questions? Contact youth leader
Amanda Ganey or youth officers Matthew, Ava, or Shea!
Due to COVID-19, Higher Things was cancelled this summer. It was decided by the youth to refund
the non-refundable $100 from the youth account.
The biggest event adjustment was the cancellation of VBS. It was a difficult decision. However, due to
the unknown restrictions and anticipated decrease in community and church involvement, we felt it would be
in the best interest to suspend VBS until summer 2021.
Although the beginning of June did not involve VBS, ALL members and families of Zion were encouraged to join in the family reading and discussion of C.S Lewis’ book series The Chronicles of Narnia, starting with The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. This “face to face” encounter occurred over Zoom during regular Sunday school time (9:00AM-9:45AM) and was led by Seminarian Don Stein for the month of June.
When picking up the Chronicles of Narnia, I wanted to become more acquainted with this talented author, C.S Lewis, and his journey from atheism to Christianity. Did you know a favorite Bible verse of his was
Psalm 19:1? “The Heavens declare the glory of God and the sky proclaim the work of His hands.”
The imagery alone in this verse brings me peace and a smile to my face. The verse also reminds me of
a song I sang many years ago at a wedding, “The Heavens are telling the glory of God, and all of creation is
shouting for JOY, come dance in the forest, come play in the fields, and sing, sing to the Glory of the Lord!!”
Every day we become closer to the time when we can again be together to SING to the Glory of our
Lord!!
Christa Sink (BOE)

THANK YOU TO MARLENE LOCKWOOD
Zion Lutheran Church and Preschool would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to
Marlene Lockwood, "Miss Marlene" to hundreds of students, as she retires on June 30,
2020. Marlene started teaching at Zion in 1992, and became the Preschool Director in
1999. During her time as Director, Zion has been recognized as the most outstanding
preschool program in Mascoutah, and even years after students graduate from Zion
Preschool, teachers can notice the difference Zion Preschool made in the students who
attended here with Miss Marlene. THANK YOU to Marlene for 28 years of service as
a preschool teacher, and for 21 years of service as the Preschool Director. God's blessings be with you as you enjoy your retirement!
There are still a few openings for preschool this September. Tell your family
and friends! If you know someone who would like paperwork, they can call or
email Robin in the church office.
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“What is going on with this world we live in?” This is a pretty common question thrown around in
current times. As many issues press in on humanity, it’s pretty easy to feel like the world is spinning out of
control, leaving us feeling insecure, uncertain, and void of joy. After a day of reading or watching the news
or scrolling through social media posts, our chests can feel heavy by nightfall and we may feel overwhelmed
with emotion. As I write this, I am overwhelmed with emotion as I mourn the loss of a dear friend who left
quite an amazing legacy in this turbulent world. He touched lives, inspired, and led by Christian example. I
recently learned that this dear friend guided his family during difficult times with “Joy Comes in the Morning,” Psalm 30.
As Christians, we still may feel insecure and uncertain in current times, BUT the comfort, security,
and joy we have in Christ is where we make a sharp departure from the ways of the world. The swelling of
our fears, any and all our fears, have no power over the promises made by our Lord and Savior. Even in the
midst of worldly chaos, our joy comes from knowing that this world is not our heavenly home.
Joy Comes with the Morning
A Psalm of David. A song at the dedication of the temple.
30 I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up
and have not let my foes rejoice over me.
2 O LORD my God, I cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.
3 O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
4 Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.
5 For his anger is but for a moment,
and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night,
but joy comes with the morning.
6 As for me, I said in my prosperity,
“I shall never be moved.”
7 By your favor, O LORD,
you made my mountain stand strong;
you hid your face;
I was dismayed.
8 To you, O LORD, I cry,
and to the Lord I plead for mercy:
9 “What profit is there in my death,
if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you?
Will it tell of your faithfulness?
10 Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me!
O LORD, be my helper!”
11 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
you have loosed my sackcloth
and clothed me with gladness,
12 that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent.
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever!
Tony Lara, Elder
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Zion Board of Ed members
Amanda Ganey &
Marianne McDaniel.
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“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You know
the commandments.” And the ruler replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to him,
“One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke 18:18–22)
As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or only to the
rich young ruler? In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor? As good
Lutherans, we answer: No! But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor?
The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be
neglected. In other words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even abandon,
those whom God has placed in our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be used solely for the
church. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t to be used for the purpose God intends.
Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our
neighbors. These stations are the church, the family, and society. We are members of all three of these by
birth.
●We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the
church arise from either our birth into the church or the birth of others by Baptism into it.
●We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from either our birth into that
family or the birth of others into our family.
●Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our
family. The duties we have toward other members of society come from either our birth or
the birth of others into the same society.
All that we have and all that we are is to be pressed into service for the church, the family, and society. If we were to sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and our duties
toward them would falter.
So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support
and help those in society. You provide food, clothing, and shelter for the members of your family. You save
for college for your children.
But the one station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and
society are more immediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be.
Rather, we are to give of our first fruits – the best from off the top – even as Abel gave the best of his flock.
This requires forethought and intent. It means that you sit down and make a plan for what you
will give from the beginning. It means sticking to it even when it seems there are other more immediate
and pressing things.
This is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time while giving is low due to high
unemployment or restrictions on meeting in church to give. If we love God, his gifts of forgiveness given
through the means of grace we receive at church and only at church, then we will support the church just
as we love our country and our family.
For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God. He spared
no expense for us and our salvation. He gave up His Son into death so that our sins are forgiven, and we
will live. What is more, He provides for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this world,
among these three spheres of the church, the family, and society, are to mirror the generosity of the one
who gave us life in all three by birth.
Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The church is nurturing you, bringing you up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life.
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??? Who Do I Contact ???
ADULT NEW MEMBER/INSTRUCTION
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
ALTAR GUILD
Beth Twenhafel 618-660-8872
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Christa Sink 618-670-7844
Marianne McDaniel 618-789-1602
Amanda Ganey 618-789-3157
BOARD OF FINANCE
Ken Knutson 618-334-0965
Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993
Deb Heck 618-792-0723
CHURCH BUSINESS
President — Torri Suedmeyer 618-944-9631
V. President — Dale Wehmeyer 618-566-8114
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Emily Stein 815-979-7637
EVANGELISM QUESTIONS
Bessie Fick 515-230-9937
Tony Lara, Elder 618-530-8886
LADIES AID/LWML
Pinky Ahner 698-0555

Men’s Club
Ray Kemezys 624-6625
Joe Crismon 270-762-6618
MUSIC
Choir/Organ- Josh & Nancy Peterson 566-7375
PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer requests - Contact Church Office
To be added to prayer chain please
contact Marlene Lockwood @ 566-4597
PRESCHOOL
Director - Vikki Harms 618-334-2261

SOCIAL MINISTRY QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Matt Sink, Elder 618-567-5267
SPIRITUAL CONCERNS/QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Board of Elders—
A-G: Mark Krausz 618-588-4917
H-L: Randy Schorfheide 618-304-4422
M-R: Matt Sink 618-567-5267
S-Z: Tony Lara 618-530-8886
STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS
Randy Schorfheide, Elder 618-304-4422
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Superintendent— Emily Stein
815-979-7637
Assistant Superintendent— Jenna Dunn
850-420-4006
THRIVENT
Eldon Ahner 588-4215
Lionel Timmerman 806-8993
Glenda Pike 806-3656
TRUSTEES/BLDG. MAINTENANCE
Trustees@ZionMascoutah.com
Andy Sax 618-530-7294
Cheryl Sax 618-806-7290
Gadge Corey 618-477-2716
Mike Twenhafel 618-363-1955
WELCOME COMMITTEE
Lionel Timmerman 806-8993
WORSHIP QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Mark Krausz, Elder 618-588-4917
YOUTH GROUP
Mike and Amanda Ganey 618-779-4348
Christa Sink 618-670-7844
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July 5
"Unhelmed"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Are you living in the reality of life as it is right now, life as it will be, or somewhere in between?
(Matt 6:1-18)
July 12
"Perfection Welcomes Failure"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
God's perfect standards are exceeded only by His perfect patience and forgiveness.
(Matt 6:19-34)
July 19
"TBD"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(Exodus)
July 26
"TBD"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Conclude Exodus Series

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY
ITEMS NEEDED FOR JULY

Baked Beans or Pork n Beans, Cream Corn,
Sloppy Joe Mix, Corn Muffin Mix, Ro-Tel Tomatoes,
Tomato Paste, Tang, Oil, Vienna Sausages
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07/04
07/04
07/06
07/09
07/09
07/10
07/11
07/12
07/11
07/12
07/13
07/14
07/14
07/14
07/15
07/15
07/16
07/19
07/21
07/21
07/21
07/22
07/22
07/23
07/23
07/24
07/25
07/25
07/28
07/29
07/31

Aidan Bloomquist
Mollie Mileur
Alex Tubbs
Jennifer Biebel
Mike Twenhafel
Eliza Timmerman
Hadley Sax
Ava Sax
Lita Timmerman
Alan Kneschke
Laura Duffie
Amanda Kemezys
Brianna Clark
Connor Hatcher
Jenny Lorton
Joyce Linn
Parker Roehrig
Helen Sauerhage
Austin Murphy
Temple Linnertz
Kennedy Underwood
Cheryl Sax
Joyce Hendrix
Edward Linn
Gabriel Lockwood
Angie Twenhafel
Nathaniel Clayton
James Rehfeldt
Earl Linnertz
Sherrie Knutson
Beth Twenhafel

07/02
07/07
07/07
07/11
07/16
07/17
07/31

Kent & Brenda Snyder
Brad & Melissa Kohnen
Joe & Katie Crismon
Tommy & Marsha Baro
Dale & Lisa Wehmeyer
Torri & Alicia Suedmeyer
Ernie & Marlene Lockwood

Flowers for July
5 Glenda Pike
12 Kemezys, in honor of Amanda’s
birthday.

07/01
07/01
07/01
07/02
07/06
07/07
07/11
07/14
07/15
07/16
07/17
07/20
07/25
07/25
07/25
07/25
07/27

Michael Ganey
Rylan Ganey
Chris Hatcher
Madelyn Krausz
Alex Tubbs
Courtney Pike
Lita Timmerman
Mollie Mileur
Hope Biebel
Jerry Phillips
Alana Fanous
Zachary Hinrichs
Shea Suedmeyer
Payton Barnard
Adrianna Biebel
Nathaniel Clayton
Mike Twenhafel

19
26

Special Music for
July
19 Bella Harlan

Altar Guild Schedule
for July
12 Lita Timmerman
26 Beth Twenhafel & Abigail Clayton
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Zion Lutheran Church
101 S. Railway
Mascoutah, IL 62258
Address Service Requested
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday 10:00 AM
BIBLE STUDY
Sunday 8:45 to 9:45 AM on Zoom
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday 9:00 to 9:45 AM on Zoom

Worship Topics This Month

July 5 — Fourth Sunday after Trinity — Luke 6:36-42
— “A Focus on Forgiveness”
July 12 — Fifth Sunday after Trinity — Luke 5:1-11
— “The Cost of the Call”
July 19 — Sixth Sunday after Trinity — Matthew 5:17-26
— “Be Reconciled”
July 26 — Seventh Sunday after Trinity — Mark 8:1-9
— Sem. Don Stein to preach
Please join us in worship to hear more about the Good News!

