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Humor 
One day Jesus was out for a walk, strolling near the walls 

surrounding heaven, when he heard an old man’s voice call from the 

other side. “Hello? Hello?” Jesus replied, “Who is it?” “Just a poor, 

old carpenter searching for his son,” the old man replied. Jesus’ 

heart leapt with joy and he called out, “Joseph?” The voice answered 

back, “Pinocchio?” 

A woman went to the beach with her children. Her 4-year-old son 

ran up to her, grabbed her hand, and led her to the shore where a 

dead seagull lay in the sand. “Mommy, what happened to him?” the 

little boy asked. “He died and went to heaven,” she replied. The 

child thought for a moment and said, “And God threw him back 

down?” 

From the Pastor 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the 

Lord!” 

Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

… 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! “May they be secure who love you! 

Peace be within your walls and security within your towers!” 

For my brothers and companions’ sake I will say, “Peace be within 

you!” 

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.  

(Psalm 122:1-2, 6-9) 

 

Thanks and praise be to God! Governor Pritzker has lifted 

restrictions on churches and how we may assemble for worship. 

While this is wonderful news, some thoughts of caution and care are 

in order. There is sometimes a difference between what we can do 

and what we should do. The fact that we can now gather without 

restriction does not necessarily mean that we should. We are called 

to care for the vulnerable and the weak around us, and any steps 

the church takes to reopen should keep the needs of those least able 

to protect themselves in mind. Zion will proceed with diligence and 

caution as we reopen, and not rush to rash decisions.  
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It is also important to remember that any time of change is an opportunity for Satan to sow the seeds of 

anger and dissension. Due to a large amount of changing and contradictory information about the risks of 

Covid-19, the mortality rate, the degree of infectiousness, the means of transmission and the like, faithful 

brothers and sisters in Christ within the church will have very different ideas about what should be done 

and when. One person may be in favor of an immediate return to what church looked like three months 

ago. Another might think that it is best for most members to continue watching services online for the 

foreseeable future, while keeping only a small number of people in the church building for the services. 

Others might feel comfortable with assembling in person while wearing masks and sitting in alternating 

pews, while others would not be comfortable with that arrangement unless the service included no sing-

ing or responsive readings during the service. All of these opinions, and many more, almost certainly are 

sincerely held by members within the same congregation. This situation calls for a tremendous amount of 

patience and understanding as we share our lives together in Christ.  

 

Thanks be to God, He has blessed His church with a tremendous asset in the collective wisdom of her 

leaders! At Zion, your pastor, elders, church council members, and other leaders will be working together 

to establish local plans that are appropriate and tailored to our local situation. It is virtually guaranteed 

that these plans will not please everyone (including the very leaders who put the plans together)! They 

represent the best efforts of fallen, sinful human beings who, nevertheless, as they seek God’s guidance 

and blessing, are His chosen instruments to bring God’s people together. Again, most likely not a single 

person will agree with every decision that Zion’s leaders will make. However, it is absolutely vital that we 

respect and support the congregational leadership that God has provided during this difficult time. Please 

support, encourage, and thank your congregational leadership at Zion as we try to do what we see as best 

for God’s people. Remember, it will be impossible to please everyone in the way the church reopens. 

Please be a force for reconciliation and peace in our congregation, rather than a voice of dissension and 

division. Pray for unity in the body of Christ, and then act to bring that unity into reality. We say with 

the Psalmist, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). Thank 

you in advance for your help in making the transition to returning to public worship at Zion a smooth and 

peaceful one.  

 

Finally, it is important to remember the hope and confidence that we have in Christ. Most of the disagree-

ments about how to reopen society have been driven by fear--fear of becoming sick, fear of infecting oth-

ers, fear of dying. As Christians, we do not need to be slaves to fear. Christ has set us free! Rejoice!  

 

Our recent fear has been driven by news reports that Covid-19 is highly infectious and can in some cases 

be fatal. This is true. It is possible that someone could contract Covid-19 from being in worship with an 

infected person. People could die from catching Covid-19 at church. These are true possibilities. However, 

we must keep in mind that we have never been able to completely guarantee our health and safety, at 

church or anywhere else. In previous years, it was possible that someone might have gotten a flu virus 

from someone at church, and later died. In this way, the risks of getting sick with the Coronavirus are 

nothing new. We cannot, and never will, be able to guarantee with 100% certainty that nobody will be-

come sick with Covid-19 after attending a church service. In the same way, we cannot guarantee that dur-

ing worship an armed gunman will not break into church and open fire. We cannot guarantee that an 

earthquake will not strike during worship and cause the church building to collapse on worshippers. We 

cannot absolutely guarantee the health and safety of anyone in worship, and we never could. All of life 

will involve a degree of risk, and it always has.  

 

But please keep in mind, while we cannot guarantee that you will not face some kind of harm in worship, 

such as being infected with Covid-19, there is one thing that we can guarantee. We can guarantee that in 

God’s house, you will be pointed back to the waters of your baptism, and the promise of life that those liv-

ing waters give. “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 

been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like 

His” (Romans 6:4-5). We can guarantee that in worship in God’s house, you will be blessed with God’s gift 

of forgiveness which leads to life with Him. As Peter said, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the  
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words of eternal life” (John 6:68). We can guarantee that in the Lord’s house, you will be offered the risen 

and living body and blood of Jesus Christ which join us to His eternal life. While we cannot guarantee 

that you won’t become sick at church, we can absolutely guarantee that church is the one place where 

even death itself will be defeated for you.  

 

We do not need to be slaves to fear, because we know that Jesus is risen. Death did its worst to Jesus, and 

He defeated it. Christ lives, and in Him, we too will live. As St. Paul says, “But in fact Christ has been 

raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a 

man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive” (1 Corinthians 15:20-22). St. Paul points out, “The last enemy to be destroyed is death” (1 Corin-

thians 15:26). Christ has indeed destroyed even this last and greatest enemy! So, we conclude with St. 

Paul, “When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall 

come to pass the saying that is written: 

‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’ 

‘O death, where is your victory? 

 O death, where is your sting?’ 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:54-57).  

 

Thanks be to God indeed! He has given us the opportunity to return to church to receive His precious gifts 

of the Word and Sacraments. He has given us faithful and wise local congregational leaders at Zion to 

guide our transition back to in-person worship. He has given His people at Zion an abundance of patience, 

love, and understanding to encourage one another during this time of transition, rather than tear each 

other down. And most importantly, He has given us life--eternal life, untouchable even by Covid-19--in 

the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fear not! Thanks be to God!  

 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Clayton  

 

Membership Changes 
 

 Baptisms:                                          Transfer Out: 

 Penelope Stein               

        

What a different ending to the choir season from what was planned!  We are grateful for the oppor-

tunity we had to work with Zion's large and talented choir for most of the traditional choir sea-

son.  Our family has been blessed to record weekly anthems to be included in the online services 

over the past several weeks.  It has been a joy to make music together as a family, singing music 

chosen to enhance the message of each service.  Yet, we yearn for the day when we can sing to-

gether with all of you!  The full choir's last anthem, sung on March 8, was "In Christ Alone."   

 

In Christ alone, my hope is found, 

He is my life, my strength, my song! 

This cornerstone, this solid ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

 

It is our prayer that we all may continue to sing, and live, these words 

continually, until the day when we can sing them again together.   

 

In Christ, Josh and Nancy 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftx21000459.schoolwires.net%2Fsite%2Fdefault.aspx%3FPageType%3D14%26DomainID%3D3154%26PageID%3D10092%26ModuleInstanceID%3D17700%26ViewID%3Dc83d46ac-74fe-4857-8c9a-5922a80225e2%26IsMoreExpandedView%3DTrue&p
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Joining in worship through 

FaceBook Live in  

our homes. 

Receiving the Lord’s Supper 

in a Drive-up format. 

Receiving 

Blessing 
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Hello Zion Family! 

 

I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy during this time of uncertainty. I want to thank 

all those who are working so hard to make sure Zion is still providing our members with the best possible 

worship opportunities during our “stay at home” order. From Zoom Bible and Sunday School classes to 

Facebook Live and drive-up church services, the entire Clayton family and all those who serve in leader-

ship and committee positions have been doing a phenomenal job bring God’s Word to our community dur-

ing this COVID-19 emergency. Zion is blessed to have some many willing to give so much of their time, tal-

ents and treasure.  

As we prepare to gather again for church services in the sanctuary, I want to assure everyone that 

Zion’s leadership is doing everything we can to make sure our members will be safe. However, if you have 

concerns about returning to church in-person in the coming months, know that Zion will continue offering 

online options so you can worship and give remotely.   

Lastly, Zion’s Council has officially cancelled the April Voter’s meeting and we will follow the 

schedule as outlined in the By-laws to have the next voter’s meeting in August.  

Thank you for your continued support and prayers during this time and we look forward to being 

able to worship again together in God’s house soon! 

 

In Christ, Torrin Suedmeyer   

Receiving the Lord’s Supper 

in a Parking Lot  

Communion Service. 
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 It has been said that “April showers bring May flowers”. This is so true! As I look out my windows over 

the past few weeks of quarantine, grass is growing, brightly colored flowers bloom from my neighbors’ gardens 

and porch fronts, greeting me and reminding me that God is ever present and will NEVER leave us. “LORD, 

you have done so many things! You made them all so wisely! The earth is full of your creations!” 

Psalm 104:24 

 Over the last few months the Board of Education has been tasked with the finding a challenging re-

placing for Director and 3-year-old teacher for Zion Preschool. God instructs us to “Start children off on the 

way they should go, and even when they are old, they will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6  

 The search is over! God is good! We, the Board of Education, would like to welcome our 3-year-old 

teacher Jennifer Dinkelman and director Vikki Harms to our preschool staff! Each of these women have over 

15 years of early education experience in their dedicated positions, and have a shared desire to spread God’s 

love to the children of Zion Mascoutah’s Preschool. Therefore, I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, 

believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. Mark 11:24 

 

Christa Sink 

 

 

 

 

 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6    

 

Our preschool has some major staff changes this year! It is hard to believe this is the last time I will be 

writing to share with everyone what our little preschoolers are doing. Thank you to the members of Zion’s 

congregation for the opportunity I was given back in 1992 to be a part of this important mission.  I have been 

truly blessed to spend my teaching career not only educating God’s precious little ones, but most importantly 

getting to teach them about Jesus and share His love with them.   

Glenda (Pike) is also retiring this year.  We have enjoyed having Glenda as a substitute aide for sev-

eral years and recently as a full-time aide.  A big thank you for your assistance in the classrooms and for the 

love you shared with our preschoolers. 

Welcome to our three new staff members.  Vikki Harms will be our new preschool director, Jennifer 

Dinkelman will be our new teacher in the three year old classroom, and Connie Wilbur will be our new aide 

who will assist in both classrooms four days a week. 

We are blessed to have Amy Benjamin returning as the teacher in the four year old classroom, with 

Christy Reese returning as her aide two days a week and Kim Drinnon returning as her aide three days a 

week and Donna Frerker returning as the aide in the three year old classroom four days a week. 

Registration for next year began in early March. We still have a few openings for threes.  If you know 

of someone who would like paperwork to register and I am not available, please call or email the church office.  

 Parents will receive information in August regarding the beginning of school.   May God bless every-

one with a happy, restful and safe summer! 

 

In His Service, 

Marlene Lockwood, Director 
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This May, the Sunday School staff would like to thank those who have 

helped out teaching on Zoom this past month: Robert Corey and Ashlee 

Eatherton.  They have worked hard to come into your home and con-

tinue to bring God's word to your children. We look forward to this sum-

mer Sunday School, and Seminarian Stein will be leading a study of the 

book The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis for Sunday 

school students and their families. We hope your child decides to follow 

along! Further details will be made available to you as we have them. 

 

 
 

 

 

Things Unseen 

 

 Right now there is a lot of focus and impact on everyone’s lives due to something we can not even see 

with our naked eyes (the corona virus).   Even though I don’t like to spend anymore time then I have to 

thinking about the corona virus, due to this unseen thing it has resulted in many other things we also don’t 

see. 

 Not getting to see everyone at church has been disappointing.  But some wonderful things we don’t 

see has been how Pastor’s family has stepped up and filled in during this time.  Johnathan was playing the 

organ for the church and Nathaniel is performing the video work so that we can all see church services on 

Facebook live.  Pastor and his family have spent a lot of extra effort testing and trying out various technolo-

gies each week running practice broadcasts trying to improve or fix any of the issues we have experienced in 

our watching the services from our home.  Others like Mark Krausz and Torri Suedmeyer have made nu-

merous trips and effort to support the broadcast we watch each week. 

 As I have visited some of you to check in with you numerous times (and even though I have not seen 

him) I have been told at these visits how Terry Twenhafel has been busy checking in and assisting several of 

our church members and they have really appreciate his kindness during this time.   

 Many of us have had hardships that have gone unseen or unknown to many, loss of jobs/pay, loneli-

ness and loss of being able to graduate and celebrate in person with all your friends and classmates just to 

name a few.  I have first hand experienced and witnessed many of those during this time.  The elderly that 

are living alone we need to really keep in mind.  Going to church for some of them is their one time a week 

they get to have human interaction.  If you know anyone that lives alone, be a member of our church or not, 

please stop by or call to check in and say hello.  It may seem weird doing so if you never have before, but I 

promise you it could mean the world to them and be a simple blessing for you as well. 

 Another unseen blessing is how many of our church members are praying for you that you never see.  

This is likely not uncommon for us members at Zion.  But I have been blessed and touched by hearing how 

many people have prayed for me recently that I never knew were.  I also want you all to know that myself 

and many others here at Zion are praying for your needs even though you may never now.  I have many of 

you written down in my prayer book so even though requested or promised prayer may have occurred a 

while ago, I still pray for you.  Sometimes I don’t know what I can do to help your situation, but I know the 

Almighty can do all things.   Please continue to pray and pray with your family each day.   

 Jeremiah 29:12 -  You will call upon me and come and pray to me and I will hear you.  You will seek 

me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.   

 1 Peter 3:12 – For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are open their prayer. 

 An unseen prayer and God’s spirit are always greater than any unseen virus or unseen future. 

 

Matt Sink 
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Lydia Schorfheide 
Lydia Schorfheide will graduate from Wesclin 

High School where she has taken honors classes 

all four years, served as a class officer one year, 

played soccer 2 years (planned to play this year 

but...), was named Most Improved Soccer Player 

sophomore year and played volleyball 4 years, 

varsity 3 of those years, Captain senior year, 

named to the Red Bud Invitational All-

Tournament Team, and was voted to All-

Conference for volleyball.  Lydia will attend 

SWIC for two years on a full-ride volleyball 

scholarship where she plans to major in Science 

with a possible education focus. Photo credit 

Timeless By Taylor 

Jack Morra 

Jack Morra is a proud member of the Mascoutah High 

School Class of 2020.  Although this year did not end the 

way anyone had planned, he still looks back on his four 

years of high school with fond memories.  He was a 

member of the Junior Varsity soccer team during his 

freshmen and sophomore years.  He participated in Satur-

day Scholars and was a member of the National Honor 

Society.  He was also named an Illinois State 

Scholar.  Jack maintained straight A's all four years while 

enrolled in every AP class imaginable - US History, Eng-

lish, Chemistry, Physics, Calculus to name a few.  Jack 

will attend Southern Illinois University Edwardsville in 

the fall.  He is a recipient of the Provost Scholarship, 

which is a full four year undergraduate tuition scholar-

ship.  He plans to live in the Honors College Housing 

there and will major in Civil Engineering with plans of 

earning a Master's degree in Structural Engineering.  He 

has been blessed with a strong church family at Zion 

since moving here at 7 months old and has already been 

in contact with the LCMSU coordinator for SIUE.  Jack 

looks forward to his future endeavors and asks for prayers 

as he moves to this next stage of his life.     



 

 

Page 9 

Dillan Schorfheide 

 I will be graduating with a journalism degree and sociology mi-

nor from Eastern Illinois University, and overall, my four years at col-

lege were great. In the classroom, I had a 4.0 GPA my freshman year 

and made the Dean’s List. I also was a member of the Honors College 

throughout college and will graduate with honors. I maintained at least 

a 3.6 GPA throughout my four years. 

 As a student journalist working at the EIU student newspaper, I 

won three awards for stories I wrote about EIU athletics. I was the as-

sistant sports editor my junior year and the sports editor my senior year, 

and being active with student media allowed me to attend conferences 

in Atlanta, Dallas, Louisville, Chicago and Washington D.C. I also 

worked at the student radio station all four years and learned to grow as 

a speaker and as an on-air personality. 

 Regarding student life, I actively participated in intramural 

sports all four years, and during my sophomore year, I was part of the 

dodgeball champion team and got a shirt for winning it. I also played 

volleyball, basketball, and soccer. My proudest moment in rec sports 

was during my senior year, where I sprained my ankle on the first pos-

session of a basketball game, and after sitting out for two minutes, I 

came back in, played the whole game and scored 23 points to help my 

team advance to the playoffs. 

 I plan to pursue a job in the media world, whether it be report-

ing on sports or news, or doing social media or some other type of job 

in that field. I am pretty open to moving anywhere that will allow me to 

perform what I believe God has called me to do, so wherever He takes 

me next on my journey I am ready for. 



 

 

Page 10 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Msy 2020 

  

Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also should do 

just as I have done to you.( ”John 13:15) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, of course. 

Praise God – that job’s already done! 

 

But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ example of generous 

giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s command. “The one who contributes, 

(let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8) 

 

So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should strive 

to heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He 

gave His best. So, we should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus 

did not give as an afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God established from the foundation 

of the world. 

 

So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in 

proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their 

ability – and even beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the in-

come that God provides us to honor the Lord. 

 

So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our 

works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give freely and cheer-

fully because we want to out of thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 

9:7) There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as 

our Savior has given for us. 

 

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for our neighbor. 

Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all.  It is love that sees our 

neighbor in need and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does 

what it says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following 

Jesus. 

 

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and support His 

gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for the service of God’s gos-

pel purposes, to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the 

Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His peo-

ple. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6) 

 

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of bestowing His gifts of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of His Word, Bap-

tism, and the Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and 

needy. 

 

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate 

ourselves to following Him in generosity. 
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June 2020 

 

The sin of the world is paid for. God’s Law has been kept perfectly on our behalf. The prophecies have all 

been fulfilled. Jesus Christ has finished it all! And that, dear Christians, should fill us with complete confi-

dence in our salvation. Since Jesus has finished all these things in His self-sacrifice, we can be fully cer-

tain our sins are forgiven, and we have everlasting life!  

 

St. Paul wrote: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a liv-

ing sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Rom. 12:1)  

 

We hear the same teaching in 1 Peter. “As you come to him, a living stone, rejected by men but in the sight 

of God chosen and precious, you yourselves, like living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house, to be 

a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:4-5) 

 

It’s the very thing Malachi foretold of the Lord, that He would come and purify His priestly people, that 

they may offer to Him an offering in righteousness. (Mal. 3:3) 

 

So, what does this mean?  In view of God’s mercies – that is, because Jesus sacrificed Himself to make us 

pure, giving His entire self into death – Paul said that we are to sacrifice ourselves entirely to God, offer-

ing Him our whole lives. For our Savior did not give Himself for us in part. So, we do not give back to Him 

in part. 

 

We don’t offer ourselves to God just on Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings, for example. Rather, we 

give Him our whole selves, all the time. We understand that offering ourselves to God as living sacrifices 

involves the giving of our time. It requires us to be faithful stewards of the time He has given us. Yes, it 

means we devote to our Savior all our time. Otherwise we are not sacrificing our whole lives. 

 

You see, God both teaches us, and has graciously qualified us, to present ourselves to Him as living sacri-

fices – to live as His holy priests, who offer Him acceptable sacrifices through Jesus Christ, all day, every 

day, in our various callings. 

 

In the passages from Romans and 1 Peter, we hear several examples of Christian self-sacrifice: serving, 

teaching, encouraging, giving, leading, showing mercy, living peaceably with others, submitting to govern-

ing authorities and those over us in the workplace, wives submitting to husbands, husbands honoring 

wives, showing compassion, and suffering patiently in doing good. 

 

In all these things, and in all our other everyday activities, we sacrifice ourselves by using our time, not 

just for our own benefit, but also and especially for the well-being of others. Work time, school time, exer-

cise time, study time, mealtime, chore time, recreation and relaxation time, even sleep time – it’s all God’s 

gift to us to use for purposes that please and honor Him. 

 

This challenges us to think about the way we spend our time, how we utilize our talents, and the way we 

spend our treasures. Whatever it is I’m doing, am I doing it “for the Lord”? (Col. 3:23) Am I presenting God 

a living sacrifice? Am I conducting myself as a holy priest, whose sacrifice is acceptable to God? 

 

Because our Lord sacrificed Himself wholly for us, we offer ourselves wholly to Him as living sacrifices. 

This is following Jesus in self-sacrifice. By His saving mercy, yes, our sacrifice is acceptable to God. For the 

sake of Jesus’ finished work, God is pleased with us. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffpcyorktown.org%2Fstewardship-commission-notes%2F&psig=AOvVaw3KW_VtHsjx0sWUiJCrEXhQ&ust=1588952702191000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLD84KyMoukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI


 

 

  

 

 

 

 
June 7 

"An Undeserved Salute" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

"Blessing is a condition that's true even if you're not completely conscious of it or even if you don't 

fully appreciate it. Only God can bless in this sense. Jesus, sitting in God's spot on the mountain, 

speaks for God as the Son of God and He blesses." 

(Matthew 5:1-16) 

June 14 

"What You're Getting Into" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Many of us know what it's like to try out for a team, for a role in a play, or first chair in the band. 

We might have been chosen first. We might have been chosen last. We might not have been chosen 

at all. We might have been cut. So, how does God choose His team? 

(Matthew 5:17-20) 

June 21 

"Powered by Touch" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

The human body can produce enough energy to power a tiny light bulb. Christ gives His followers 

power to light the entire world. Dr. Michael Zeigler reflects on the nature of that light and the 

power behind it. 

(Matthew 5:21-32) 

June 28 

"Practice Makes Perfect" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

When we want something to be perfect, we practice it over and over until it becomes part of us. In 

the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages His followers to practice being perfect, because God al-

ready sees them that way, through faith in Christ. 

(Matthew 5) 

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY 

ITEMS NEEDED for june 
 

 

Please continue to help support the  

Mascoutah Food Pantry. 



 

 

??? Who Do I Contact ??? 
ADULT NEW MEMBER/INSTRUCTION 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 
 

ALTAR GUILD 

Beth Twenhafel 618-660-8872 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Christa Sink  618-670-7844 

Marianne McDaniel 618-789-1602 

Amanda Ganey  618-789-3157 

 
BOARD OF FINANCE  

Ken Knutson  618-566-8350 

Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993 

Deb Heck  618-792-0723 

 
CHURCH BUSINESS 

President — Torri Suedmeyer  618-944-9631 

V. President — Dale Wehmeyer  618-566-8114 
 

CONFIRMATION  CLASSES 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Emily Stein  815-979-7637                             
 

EVANGELISM QUESTIONS 

Bessie Fick  515-230-9937 

Tony Lara, Elder 618-530-8886 

 
LADIES AID/LWML 

Pinky Ahner 698-0555 

 

Men’s Club 

Ray Kemezys 624-6625 

Joe Crismon  270-762-6618 

 
MUSIC 

Choir/Organ- Josh & Nancy Peterson 566-7375 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Prayer requests - Contact Church Office  

To be added to prayer chain please  

contact Marlene Lockwood @ 566-4597 

 
PRESCHOOL 

Director - Marlene Lockwood 566-4597 

SOCIAL MINISTRY QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Matt Sink, Elder  618-567-5267 

 

SPIRITUAL CONCERNS/QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Board of Elders—  

A-G: Mark Krausz  618-588-4917 

H-L: Randy Schorfheide 618-304-4422 

M-R: Matt Sink 618-567-5267 

S-Z: Tony Lara 618-530-8886 
 

STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS 

Randy Schorfheide, Elder  618-304-4422 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Superintendent— Emily Stein 

                               815-979-7637                             

Assistant Superintendent— Jenna Dunn 

                                                850-420-4006 
 

THRIVENT 

Eldon Ahner 588-4215 

Lionel Timmerman 806-8993 

Glenda Pike 806-3656 

 
TRUSTEES/BLDG. MAINTENANCE 

Trustees@ZionMascoutah.com 

Andy Sax  618-530-7294  

Cheryl Sax  618-806-7290 

Gadge Corey  618-477-2716 

Mike Twenhafel  618-363-1955 
 

WELCOME COMMITTEE 

Lionel Timmerman 806-8993 

 
WORSHIP QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Mark Krausz, Elder  618-588-4917 

 
YOUTH GROUP 

Mike and Amanda Ganey  618-779-4348 

Christa Sink  618-670-7844 
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05/01  Jerry Phillips 

05/02  Kylie Beville 

05/03  Andrew Benner 

05/03  Debbie Root 

05/04  Dale Wehmeyer 

05/05  Emily Matthews 

05/06  Laith Fanous 

05/06  Jack Morra 

05/07  Isabella Allen 

05/08  Alaina Gryga 

05/08  Karen Haas 

05/08  Madelyn Krausz 

05/09  Lilah Fanous 

05/09  Joseph Rueter III 

05/10  Elizabeth Orr 

05/10  Isaac Robinson 

05/10  Brooke Rowold 

05/11  James Trame 

05/12  Brennen Magers 

05/12  Reagan Magers 

05/13  Nick Morra 

05/14  Meghan Hahn 

05/14  Luke Lara 

05/15  Bessie Fick 

05/17  Shirley Braeutigam 

05/17  Brennen Dunn 

05/17  Ken Frey 

05/17  Patrick Lancey 

05/19  Marsha Fulton 

05/19  Carolyn Rowold 

05/19  Kay Zimmermann 

05/20  Geoff Phillips 

05/21  Kristen Benoist 

05/23  Karl Bretz 

05/27  Amanda Bigley 

05/27  Joe Crismon 

05/27  Shea Suedmeyer 

05/28  Penny Eatherton 

05/28  Alana Fanous 

05/28  Lisa Lockwood 

05/29  Marion Kneschke 

05/30  Kathryn Underwood 

05/02  Edward & Joyce Linn 

05/14  Ken & Laurie Knutson 

05/22  Darren & Lindsay Murphy 

05/25  Damon & Stacey Chaffin 

05/25  Earl & Temple Linnertz 

05/27  Matt & Emily Wambold 

05/29  Bryan & Julie Benner 

05/29  Matt & Christa Sink 

05/30  Jeff & Kay Zimmermann 

05/01  Janice Conklin 

05/01  Ray Kemezys 

05/02  Dustin Pannier 

05/02  Joshua Snyder 

05/03  Jamie Wilhelm 

05/04  Taylor Crismon 

05/08  Stacia Ahner 

05/08  Jacob Lockwood 

05/08  Erica Popp 

05/10  Ivar Peterson 

05/12  Heather Brand 

05/12  Robert Corey 

05/12  Joseph Rueter III 

05/13  Ben Eatherton 

05/14  Lionel Timmerman 

05/15  David Hinrichs 

05/16  Chris Lockwood 

05/17  Debbie Root 

05/19  Luke Lara 

05/20  Isabeau Harris 

05/21  Kylie Beville 

05/21  Emma Brand 

05/22  Karen Haas 

05/22  Dale Wehmeyer 

05/26  Jack Morra 

05/27  Ken Frey 

05/28  Brooklyn Baro 

05/30  Annabella Harlan 

05/31  Daniel Bretz 
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06/01  Mark Krausz 

06/01  Sandy Richards 

06/03  Laurie Knutson 

06/04  Jake Simon 

06/05  Ava Pettis 

06/06  Sarah Hutchinson 

06/06  Sadie Orr 

06/07  Ryan Spomer 

06/08  Brinley Kohnen 

06/12  Abigail Benner 

06/13  Ainsley Fournie 

06/13  Cohen Merrill 

06/14  Lisa Weekley 

06/15  Bob Twenhafel 

06/17  Courtney Pike 

06/17  Erin Beville 

06/18  Lexie Kohnen 

06/19  Thor Peterson 

06/24  Cadence Dunn 

06/25  Dylan Gibson 

06/26  London Mann 

06/26  Knut Peterson 

06/28  Jennifer Rueter 

06/29  Dusty Gibson 

06/29  Kenzie Pointer 

 

06/01  Shirley Braeutigam 

06/01  Lisa Lockwood 

06/03  Elizabeth Bretz 

06/05  Meghan Hahn 

06/05  Kay Zimmermann 

06/06  Carolyn Rowold 

06/07  Marsha Fulton 

06/10  Ryan Haas 

06/10  Sandy Richards 

06/10  Brooke Rowold 

06/12  Kristen Benoist 

06/13  Rachel Lancey 

06/13  Nick Morra 

06/13  Camryn Walter 

06/13  Sydney Walter 

06/14  Karen Eldridge 

06/14  Laith Fanous 

06/17  Terry Crabtree 

06/19  Amanda Bigley 

06/20  Kathryn Underwood 

06/24  Lilah Fanous 

06/25  Patrick Lancey 

06/29  Lucas Orr 

06/29  Kennedy Underwood 

06/30  Ryan Spomer 
Flowers for  June 

 

7 

 

14 Jon & Cary Robinson 

 

21 

 

28 

 

06/04  Joe & Karen Haas 

06/07  Matt & Heather Brand 

06/12  Brad & Gina Lockwood 

06/12  Ray & Marianne McDaniel 

06/15  Buzz & Sue Kandler 

06/15  Jon & Cary Robinson 

06/17  Dan & Amy Morra 

06/18  Paul & Christelle Bretz 

06/19  Jake & Kara Simon 

06/22  Chris & Lisa Lockwood 

06/22  Bob & Karen Eldridge 

06/22  Joe & Darla Lancey 

06/24  Larry & Sandy Richards 

06/25  Samer & Alana Fanous 

06/28  Patrick & Peggy Lange 



 

 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Zion Lutheran Church 

May 5, 2020 
 

Call to order / meeting procedures and protocol. 

 

Opening prayer and devotion: Pastor Clayton 

 

Roll call: Torri Suedmeyer, Christa Sink, Cheryl Sax, Pastor Clayton, Terry Twenhafel, Dale Wehmeyer,    

                 Ken Knutson, Rachel Bretz, and Mark Krausz 

 

Approval of February council meeting. 

 

Approval of emergency council meeting. 

 

MMSP – to accept March meeting minutes as amended. 

 

MMSP – to approve Special Council meeting minutes from April 2nd   

 

Pastor’s report: 

●Pleased with all the work going on behind the scenes to make church services a success  

  during this time.   

 

Treasurers report:  

●Update on PPP approval – was funded on April 21st 

●First Federal Bank Balance:  $48,506.07 

●Petty Cash:  $50.00 

●Edward Jones:  $78,342.36 

●Busey Bank – PPP:  $39,200.00 

 

MMSP – to approve Treasurer’s Report. 

 

Board of Finance report: 

●2020 Budget YTD:  $99,247.31 

●2020 Actual YTD:  $87,527.66 

 

Board of Elders report: 

●Covid-19 lockdown  

                     ▪Thanks to Pastor Clayton and his family for all of the hard work 

●Outlook for reopening plans 

                    ▪Start services in the parking lot via radio as a first step with a small group 

●Communion 

                     ▪Starting May 17th after listening to the divine service, communion service will be held in the 

                       church parking lot by appointment only at 2 pm and 4 pm. 

 

MMSP – to approve the elders plan put together for communion 

 

Echo articles: April went out via e-mail and May/June will be combined. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Council Meeting Minutes continued from previous page 

 

Board of Education report: 

 

   ●Preschool update: 

▪Signed and approved budget for 2020-2021. 

▪Jen Dinkelman accepted Preschool Teacher for 3 year olds. 

▪Vikki Harms accepted Preschool Director position 

 

 ●Sunday School 

▪Discussed Summer Sunday School. 

▪Interest in conducting a Narnia book study with Sunday School students. 

 

 ●VBS 

▪BOE recommends not having VBS this summer. 

 

 ●Retirement 

▪BOE recommends $1000 gift for Marlene to be gifted at the end of May. 

▪Retirement dinner for Marlene will be rescheduled 

 

Board of Trustees report: 

●Work day – a lot of work was completed.  Thanks to everyone for all of the help. 

●Small water leak was repaired in the coat closet. 

●All work is on hold for the moment. 

 

President’s report: 

●Adam Wolfe and Don Stein are moving to new areas. 

●Invitation from the Lutheran Foundation to join. 

 

MMSP – to provide $100 gift to both Adam Wolfe and Don Stein as a thank you.   

 

Committee reports: 

●Evangelism – no meeting in April. 

●Stewardship – no report. 

●Strategic planning – no meeting in April. 

●HVAC – Rachel will set up a service call to get quotes for new system options. 

●Constitution committee – not established yet. 

●Transfer the Blessing – voter’s meeting on hold. 

 

Old Business: 

●Unity support, dinner cancellations. 

●Debt payoff dinner committee – cancelled. 

●Pictorial Directory committee – will re-evaluate at next meeting. 

 

New Business: 

●Kara will take over the Shoebox program. 

              ●Next Meeting date/time – June 2nd at 7 pm. 

              ●Adjournment  

 

MMSP to adjourn 

 

Close with The Lord’s Prayer. 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

101 S. Railway 

Mascoutah, IL  62258 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

 Sunday 10:00 AM  

BIBLE STUDY 

 Sunday 8:45 to 9:45 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Sunday 8:45 to 9:45 AM 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

Worship Topics This Month 

May 3 — Jubilate Sunday — John 16:16-22 — “Clarity” 

 

May 10 — Cantate Sunday — John 16:5-15 — “To Your Advantage” 

 

May 17 — Rogate Sunday — John 16:23-30 — “The Power of Prayer” 

 

May 24 — Ascension Sunday — Luke 2:44-53 — “Continually in the Temple” 

 

May 31 — Pentecost Sunday — John 14:23-31 — “God’s Words, God’s Peace”  

 

June 7 — Trinity Sunday — John 3:1-17 — “Of the Flesh, Of the Spirit” 

  

June 14 — 1st Sunday after Trinity — Luke 16:19-31  

 — Sem. Don Stein to preach 

 

June 21 — 2nd Sunday after Trinity — Luke 14:15-24 

 — “Valid Excuses, Invalid Excuses, Rational Fears, Irrational Fears” 

 

June 28 — 3rd Sunday after Trinity — Luke 15:11-32 

 — “You Can Always Come Home”  
 

Please join us in worship to hear more about the Good News! 


