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Humor 

 

From the Pastor 
This year, 2020, has been a difficult one for many of us. We have 

faced challenges from Covid. We have faced economic challenges. 

We have faced the frustration of being separated from family and 

friends. We have faced the painful problem of being separated from 

our church family for several months as Zion shifted to online Bible 

Classes and Worship Services due to Covid restrictions. In this 

challenging year, I would like to turn to the experiences of Martin 

Luther, and how he received Godõs grace, given in Godõs Word, to 

overcome the frustrations facing him.   

 

A couple of years ago, I had the privilege of visiting Germany and 

touring prominent sites of the Lutheran Reformation there. One of 

the most striking places we visited was the Coburg Castle in 

southern Germany. While we usually think of the Wartburg Castle 

when it comes to prominent Luther sites (that is where Luther 

stayed after being òkidnappedó by his Duke for his own protection 

following the Diet of Worms, and where he translated much of the 

Bible into German), the Coburg Castle is also a striking landmark 

with a fascinating Lutheran history all its own.  

 

continued on the next page 
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From the Pastor continued from page 1  

 

Luther stayed at the Coburg Castle in the spring and summer of 1530, while the Diet of Augsburg was 

taking place. Augsburg is in Bavaria, and Luther was declared an outlaw there. He would not have been 

safe or protected in Bavaria, so he stayed at the Coburg Castle which was just across the border from Ba-

varia. There, he was still protected by his Duke, but was close enough to Augsburg to remain in regular 

consultation with Philip Melanchthon and other prominent Lutheran theologians and princes as they re-

vised and presented the Augsburg Confession on June 25, 1530.   

 

Luther faced difficult times at the Coburg Castle. He was separated from his wife and children, whom he 

adored. He was separated from the daily theological discussions at Augsburg, where he thought he should 

be. And, in the midst of all this frustration, Martin Luther received word that his father, Hans Luther, 

had died. Luther faced some dark days at Castle Coburg.   

 

And yet, Luther found hope and strength at Coburg. In the midst of his sorrow and frustration, Luther 

took solace in Godõs Word. He turned to Psalm 118:17, òI shall not die, but live, and proclaim the works of 

the Lord.ó In this, Luther found hope and courage to continue the Lordõs work that was set before him. In 

fact, these words from Psalm 118:17 were so important to Luther that tradition has it that he wrote these 

words on the wall of his room at Coburg, òI shall not die, but live, and proclaim the works of the Lord.ó  

 

We also are going through difficult times. Like Luther at Coburg Castle, we have faced separation from 

friends due to the Covid quarantines, and many have even faced separation from family if you donõt hap-

pen to live in the same house or town as your loved ones. As Luther faced the death of his father while he 

was at Coburg Castle, so we have been surrounded by reports of death the last several months. The news 

has been filled with the counts of how many people have died with Covid on a daily basis. We are con-

fronted with death every time we turn to the news. We, like Luther at Coburg, have faced isolation and 

death.   

 

And yet we, like Luther, can find hope and courage in Godõs Word. òI shall not die, but live, and proclaim 

the works of the Lord.ó This word of promise is for you. Drink in that word of promise. It is Godõs promise, 

which cannot fail. It is your hope and certainty. We see the reports of death all around us in these morbid 

times, but we know that in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, death cannot defeat us. Even 

though we die, yet shall we live, and while we live in this earthly life we can proclaim the wonderful 

works of the Lord who is preparing for us an eternity where we will truly live. The promise of life is ours. 

Death has no lasting power over us. For that reason, disease also has no lasting power over us. Covid, de-

spite its fearful grip on the rest of society, has no power over us. In Christ all separation is temporary. All 

the separation we have faced, and might still continue to face if future quarantines are ordered, cannot 

break us. We have Godõs Word, which is more sure and certain. òI shall not die, but live, and proclaim the 

works of the Lord.ó 

 

That was a powerful promise for Luther that carried him though dark days in the Coburg Castle in 1530. 

That remains a powerful promise for you, and can carry you through the dark days of 2020. In many 

ways, 1530 was a difficult year for Luther. (In fact, most years were difficult years for Luther!) He found 

that Godõs grace given though Godõs Word could carry him through. In many ways 2020 has been a diffi-

cult year for many of us. We also can have confidence that Godõs grace given through Godõs Word will 

carry us through. We shall not die, but live, and proclaim the works of the Lord!   

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Clayton  
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What is the plan for choir this fall?   I wish we knew!   Choir will resume whenever it is deemed 

safe. Ideally, that will be very soon! Until that time, we will likely organize ensembles to play 

Zion's three octave set of hand chimes.   We will also continue to work with individuals and families 

to provide other special music for Zion's worship services.   More definite informa-

tion will be coming soon, but in the meantime, feel free to contact us if you are 

interested in playing chimes or preparing special music.  

 

In Christ, Josh and Nancy  

 

Membership Changes  
 

 Baptisms:                                   Transfer In:  

 Miles Charles Krausz       

 

C.S. Lewis on New Dangers  
 

Over the summer, our Family Sunday School has been reading through books by C.S. Lewis. Recently 

the following quote has been making its way around the internet, comparing what C.S. Lewis wrote 

about the threat of nuclear war (a new danger in Lewisõ time) to the threat of Covid, a new danger in 

our time.  

 

What might CS Lewis say of our new COVID situation? ... Hereõs what he said in 1948 about the mental 

shift required by living with the threat of the atomic bomb:  

 

In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb. òHow are we to live in an atomic age?ó I 

am tempted to reply: òWhy, as you would have lived in the sixteenth century when the plague visited 

London almost every year, or as you would have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia 

might land and cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are already living in an age of cancer, an 

age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of railway accidents, an age of motor acci-

dents.ó 

 

In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our situation. Believe me, dear sir or 

madam, you and all whom you love were already sentenced to death before the atomic bomb was in-

vented: and quite a high percentage of us were going to die in unpleasant ways. We had, indeed, one 

very great advantage over our ancestors ñanesthetics; but we have that still. It is perfectly ridiculous to 

go about whimpering and drawing long faces because the scientists have added one more chance of 

painful and premature death to a world which already bristled with such chances and in which death 

itself was not a chance at all, but a certainty.  

 

This is the first point to be made: and the first action to be taken is to pull ourselves together. If we are 

all going to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us doing sensible and hu-

man things ñpraying, working, teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing the children, playing ten-

nis, chatting to our friends over a pint and a game of darts ñnot huddled together like frightened sheep 

and thinking about bombs. They may break our bodies (a microbe can do that) but they need not domi-

nate our minds.  

 

ñ òOn Living in an Atomic Ageó (1948) in Present Concerns: Journalistic Essays 
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THRIVENT CHOICE   

DESIGNATE YOUR FREE MONIES 
 

PLEASE READ: If you are a Thrivent client who receives FREE money through the Thrivent 

Choice program, PLEASE ensure you designate your monies for the first six months of 2020.   

 

Zion has at least 35 members receiving free monies. This does not cost you ANYTHING! Zion 

Lutheran Church and Zion Preschool are two eligible choices that would appreciate the funds, 

but there are many others you might choose to select.  

 

The process is easy! IF you have any questions, please talk to Glenda or Lionel.  

 

BY PHONE: Call 1 -800-847-4836 and say Thrivent Choice. Say or enter your Social Security 

number; press ONE to direct Choice Dollars. A representative will then help you complete the 

process. 

 

ONLINE: Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. Click 

on login and enter your user ID and password. Look 

for your designated Choice Dollars amount on right 

side of screen. Click on Direct Choice Dollars and 

search the catalog of organizations or type in Mas-

coutah for the two local choices. Click on Direct 

Choice Dollars Now to direct them.  

 

HARVEST TABLE 
 

Itõs harvest time again! Check the 

harvest table in the Narthex. 

Bring an extra vegetable or fruit from your 

garden,  you can trade for another 

or buy the item with a donation to 

Concerned Christians.  
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Hello Zion Family!  

 

I hope everyone is doing well!  

 

We have been blessed to be back at Zion with in -person services and I hope you have had the 

opportunity to return to worship in the sanctuary. While there have been a few hiccups, for the 

most part, our return to worship service on Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings has gone 

well. I want to thank Pastor and the Elderõs for their hard work, planning, and preparation on 

behalf of Zionõs members! 

 

This month we look forward to our first Voterõs Meeting of 2020 and we will have some rather 

important issues to discuss and vote on so I hope everyone will be able to make it. Tentative 

date is August 20th at 7:00PM in the sanctuary with social distancing.  

 

Finally, I want to welcome our new Preschool Director, Vikki Harms, who has been very active 

during her first month promoting, planning, and preparing for the start of the new school year 

while addressing the challenges COVID guidelines present. May God bless her in this new and 

important role with Zion and please keep Vikki, the staff, parents, and students in your prayers.  

 

In Christ, Torrin Suedmeyer   

 

LWML SID CONVENTION  

REV. DR. DALE MEYER I SPEAKER 

  

The LWML SID Convention this September is excited to have Rev. Dr. 

Dale Meyer (recently retired President of Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis) as the Keynote Speaker.   The convention is on Saturday, Septem-

ber 26, at Metro East Lutheran High School, (MELHS), Edwardsville.   This year's theme is 20/20 

Vision: All Eyes on Jesus .  Registration is from 7 -8:20 Saturday morning, with opening worship 

at 8:30.   There will be an ingathering for MELHS of a monetary collection for scholarships, reams 

of copy paper, Kleenex tissues, dry erase markers, Clorox wipes, post -it notes, pens, and pen-

cils.  The cost is $30 and will include morning fellowship refreshments, as well as a bagged lunch 

(and bottled water available all day).  

  

ALL LADIES ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.   If you wish to attend, please contact Glenda at 806

-3656 or gpike478@hotmail.com  NLT August 8.   More details will be available in future bulletins.   

mailto:gpike478@hotmail.com
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Happy Summer everyone!  I hope everyone is staying healthy during this somewhat crazy time.  My name is 

Vikki Harms and I am the new director for Zion Preschool.  I am so excited to be a part of this wonderful 

ministry.  I know God has great plans!  I would like to extend a very big thank you to Marlene Lockwood for 

her help during my transition and for her dedication to young children over the years!  

 

The hallway is quiet right now, but come September there will be little voices once again.  Yes, the preschool 

will be re -opening this fall after an extended break due to COVID.  Things will be a bit different around here, 

but we will still be sharing our love for God with all of our little friends.   

 

We have a few spots available in our 3 year old program, but due to COVID enrollment 

restrictions, our 4 year old program is full for the time being.   

  

 Parents will receive information in August regarding the beginning of school. May 

God bless everyone with a happy, restful, and safe summer!  

 
God Bless,  

Vikki Harms, Preschool Director  

 

 

 
 

 

 

It is hard to imagine Summer 2020 is in full swing and schools will be resuming in just over a monthõs time! 

In normal circumstances, teachers would be organizing their classrooms and students would be enjoying days 

at the park and public pools with their friends. However, all are experiencing different challenges we could 

have never guessed. Teachers are focused on keeping their classrooms sanitized and students with their 

masks on, with students craving friendsõ conversations. 

 

Zion Preschool too is discussing the changes they will face, including class sizes and limitations and the use of 

masks for their students and staff. The preschool will be following the Illinois DCFS guidelines, for which we 

follow the updates nearly daily. The new director, Vikki Harms, will be directing families on changes and poli-

cies and has already taken the lead on the preschool website!  

 

It is unclear at this time how Sunday School will resume in the Fall, but we are planning and continuing to 

explore ways to engage our youth with Godõs Word and His church family.  

 

Please continue to look for messages through the church bulletin and announcements 

for Preschool and Sunday School updates! Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable 

summer!   

 

Christa Sink (BOE)  
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Summer Greetings from the Sunday School team! A big thank you to Lori 

Clayton for leading the July study over C.S. Lewisõ Prince Caspian , from 

the Chronicles of Narnia, and how it ties in and reflects the Word of God. 

August will feature a study over The Voyage of the Dawn Treader , led by 

Marianne McDaniel, so please join us for that installment of C.S. Lewisõ 

inspirational series.  

The Sunday School would also like to thank Amy Kolweier for her service 

as a co-teacher for the Sunday School Kindergarten class. She has decided to pass that privilege on to anyone 

interested in teaching and guiding our young ones this Fall. Please contact Jenna Dunn if in-

terested at j.dunndeal@gmail.com .  

Discussion about the upcoming school year for Sunday School is occurring, and information 

will be shared as soon as we know more about how to proceed during the current situation with 

Covid-19. Thank you for your patience.   

Jenna Dunn  

 

 
 

Even though we're only into the eighth month of the year, to say that 2020 has been like no other may be an 

understatement. While each year brings its own "personality," this year is truly unique. One constant we 

can always count on is change. Just as each calendar year changes from one to the next, our lives will see 

change - no matter how big or small.  

 

2020 is no different. Whether it's personal or professional, and with only four or so months to go, we will see 

more change before we welcome in 2021.  

 

While we can always count on there being change in our own lives and within the world, another constant 

that we can count on - and always have - is God's love for us. As children of God, no matter how difficult or 

joyous life can be, He is always there for us - and that will NEVER change.  

 

Sometimes change is bittersweet, it can be difficult, and at times it can be very much welcomed. Neverthe-

less, we can, and must, turn to God and our Lord and savior Jesus Christ to thank them and offer our 

prayers to them to shepherd us through all life's changes - no matter the circumstances.  

 

Jeremiah 29:11 òôFor I know the plans I have for you,õ declares the Lord, ôplans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.õó 

 

Joshua 1:9 òHave I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 

for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.ó 

 

Malachi 3:6 òI the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.ó 

 

Hebrews 13:8 òJesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.ó 

 

Philippians 4:6 -8 òDo not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever 

is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable ñif anything is ex-

cellent or praiseworthy ñthink about such things.  

 

Randy Schorfheide, Elder  

mailto:j.dunndeal@gmail.com

