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Humor
A pastor was nervous before his Sunday sermon. His organist had
called in sick, so he had to guide a substitute organist. He told her
to play anything appropriate. At the end of the service, there was a
congregational meeting. The roof was in need of replacement, and
the pastor had to inform the parish. He said, “if you are moved by
our Savior to donate an additional $100 this month, please stand.”
At that point, the organist played the National Anthem!
Submitted by Roy Klingelhoefer
If Mary had Jesus, and Jesus was a little lamb…Does that mean
Mary had a little lamb?
How does Moses make his coffee? Hebrews it, obviously.

From the Pastor
As we enter into September, we are now about six months into the
Covid craziness. If you think back to early March, I think most of us
expected that shut-downs would last for a couple weeks, and then
life would jump back to “normal.” Our last full in-person worship
service at Zion was March 8, when we had about 180 people in
church. By the next week, concern about Covid had set in, and
attendance in worship dropped to about 70 people in the building.
After that, Zion was offering worship on Facebook Live with only
the Clayton family in the building for the next several months. Only
in the last two months have we been able to start welcoming
brothers and sisters in Christ back into the building, and even now
only up to about 65 people at a time. However, I remember plans in
late-March to welcome everyone back for Easter Sunday, which was
on April 12. We were hoping this whole crisis would be over by then,
and we would need to set up chairs in the sanctuary to welcome
back all who had not been able to attend church in person for three
whole weeks! How times and plans have changed. Are we now living
in a “new normal?” Will we go on for years to come with people
making reservations to attend church? Will we continue to call 65
people in a sanctuary that seats close to 300 full? What is the “new
normal?”
As we have progressed through the six or so months of restrictions
due to Covid so far, we have made some adjustments and some
things have returned closer to where they were before the Covid

Continued from page 1

craziness. Many people are wearing masks in stores and workplaces (even if grudgingly). We are
(sometimes) trying to stand farther apart from other shoppers in check-out lines. We are
(hopefully) washing our hands more often and with greater diligence. On the other hand, if you remember the more full shut-downs of late March and early April, we are living a more “normal” life
now than we were then. Most people have returned to doing their own grocery shopping, instead of
using shopping services. For a time, people have been allowed to eat at restaurants again, sometimes inside instead of out in the heat, rain, and elements. In some ways, life has resumed closer to
where it was six months ago.
I worry, however, about the level of fear that we hold due to Covid, and I am especially concerned
about the level of fear that we direct toward each other. Have we become conditioned to look at our
fellow human beings not as brothers and sisters in Christ to be loved, but instead to see the people
around us as threats who could possibly infect us with a flu-like disease that for most people
causes mild symptoms and has a survivability rate of somewhere above 99 percent? Are we more
fearful about catching Covid from the people around us than we are concerned about being able to
show care and compassion to the people around us? If so, this is a development that cannot be allowed to become a “new normal.”
As Christians, we are called to care for the precious people around us, all created in the image of
God. We are called to love and serve those in need. We are not called to cower in fear, but to live in
confidence. Fear and dread cannot be the hallmarks of the Christian life in a “new normal.” I have
seen a phrase on the internet several times in the last few months. “Fear does not stop death, it
stops life. Worrying does not take away tomorrow's troubles, it takes away today's peace!” Consider
this carefully. Fear and worry lead to isolation, but what we all need in the face of trouble is not
separation, but support. Remember Jesus’ words from the Sermon on the Mount, recorded in Matthew 6:25-34: “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more
than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being
anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you. Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” (ESV)
When we are tempted to cower in fear as we look out at the world around us, remember who our
God is, and what He has done for us. Jesus did not separate Himself from us in fear. Instead, He
came to be one with us. He came to live among us. He came to become exactly what we are. Jesus
could have separated Himself from us and left us to die in our sin-sick state. But, motivated by
overwhelming love and refusing to hide in fear, Jesus came and live in our sin-sick society for 33
years, knowing that He would die from the effects. And yet, He came. “There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been
perfected in love.” (1 John 4:18, ESV) Jesus was “infected” by the sickness of sin swirling around
us, in fact, to the point that St. Paul says that Jesus, who knew no sin, became sin for us that we
might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) And yet, Jesus triumphed over sin
and even over death itself. Jesus destroyed the power of sin and death by His death on the cross
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and His resurrection. What do we have to fear? We have a God who united Himself with us, even though
it cost Him His very life, but then by His death destroyed death! Even death is undone, what is the worst
the world can do to us? What do we have to fear?
Whatever the “new normal” becomes, as we move even farther into the current Covid craziness, we cannot allow the fear of our fellow human beings to become normal. Every person around us, whether they
are healthy, or asymptomatic, or sick, is still a precious child of God, made in God’s eternal image. Certain adjustments might become “normal” in the coming months and years. Fear must not be one of them!
Perfect love casts out fear! As you have been loved by our Lord, so show that love to everyone around
you!
In Christ,
Pastor Clayton

Have you missed choir? The choir will not be able to resume
yet, but we are excited to announce an opportunity for group
music making, even in the time of a pandemic! Two new hand
chime ensembles are forming at Zion, and anyone 6th grade
or older is invited to join. Chimes are rung like bells and are
easy to play. Music reading experience is helpful, but not required. Face masks will be worn for
rehearsals and performances. Ringers may choose to play in the Saturday night choir, which rehearses at 6:00 on Saturdays and plays monthly at the Saturday evening service. Or, you may
choose to play in the Sunday morning choir, which rehearses at 7:00 on
Wednesdays and plays monthly at the Sunday morning service. Groups are
limited to 10 members, so please contact us early if you are interested in participating! Rehearsal will start on Saturday, September 5th. Please contact
Josh and Nancy Peterson at joshandnancyp@gmail.com to sign up for hand
chimes!

Membership Changes
Baptisms:

Transfer In:
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Youth Group
Disc Challenge
July 10, 2020
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New Address for the Steins

New Address for the Wolfes

Vicar Don and Emily Stein
440 S. 1st Avenue
Iowa City, IA 52245

Rev. Adam and Morgan Wolfe
1061 Regent Rd. Unit 629
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

WELCOME,
SEMINARIAN JOSH AND SARAH MAKEY
Zion's new Seminarian, Josh Makey, and his
wife, Sarah, have moved into the Parsonage.
We would like to welcome Josh and Sarah and
we look forward to getting to know them over
the course of the coming year!

Dear Zion Members,
I hope you are doing well as we enter September. COVID has continued to wreak havoc on church
plans and I appreciate everyone who has had to adjust to the ever-present quick changes that have
become so common place during these past 6 months. Please continue to pray for Pastor Clayton,
Church and Pre-school staff, and all those who volunteer their time for God's glory. As always, we put
our hope and faith in Jesus!
"When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume
you." Isaiah 43:2
In Christ,
Torrin Suedmeyer
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Today, in our world, life is nothing like it was 6 months ago. At that time
we were all thinking ahead to warmer days, vacation plans, and summer
programs for children! Yet, God had something else in the works. Did HE
plan this? No, but HE knew this pandemic would occur. As Christians we
struggle with the unplanned changes, and yet we have a firm foundation—Our NEVER changing Heavenly
Father, who is always with us.
Zion BOE has made many changes and cancellations over the last 5 ½ months. We have cancelled many of
the events we cherish and look forward to, including, VBS, float decorating for the Parade, Preschool graduation, Youth Group events, etc...
“If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the world will teach them not to.”
This quote is scary but so true. So, you might be asking, what IS the Board of Education doing to preserve
our Christian Education? Zion Preschool WILL begin in September, offering face to face and virtual option.
Confirmation classes will continue with instruction. Sunday school will not be offered face to face, but other
opportunities to hear God’s word will be provided! The Youth group will continue to have social distancing
activities!
We, the Board of Education, will continue to strive to have Christian Educational opportunities to give to our
youth.
This kind of commitment and faithfulness brings with it the promise of victory over
the evil one. Revelation 12:11
Christa (BOE)

Things are gearing up for the beginning of our new preschool year. It is definitely going to be different than
years past! This year we are starting the school year off with an in person class taught by Miss Amy and a
virtual class taught by Miss Jen. We are excited to be able to offer these options in order to meet the various
needs of our Zion Preschool families. If you have a child and are interested in our virtual class, we do still
have spots available. You can email Vikki Harms at zionpreschooldirector2020@gmail.com
Preschool orientation will be a virtual experience this year. Preschool families will be receiving more info regarding this and beginning of school details soon!
Enjoy the rest of the summer!
God Bless,
Vikki Harms
Zion Preschool Director
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In the article I wrote for the April Echo, I posed the question – What now? Little did I know that same question would be so relevant 5 months later as we deal with all this uncertainty. I want you to review Zion’s
Constitution Purpose & Mission Statement: So that Christ’s mission for His church might be carried out according to His Will, He has commanded that Christians unite in worship, practice fellowship with one another, witness to all men, help each other grow in the Word, practice hospitality, serve the needs of all men
in Christian love, administer the Office of the Keys as His church, and maintain decency and order in the
church.
How are we doing with our mission at Zion? How are you continuing to carry out God’s plan on a personal
level? Have you found ways to practice hospitality, serve others, witness and grow in the Word? It is hard to
be a Christian in this out of order, sinful world! The Bible passages below might help to keep things in perspective.
Our Zoom Bible Class (Sunday mornings at 8:30) has been studying Hebrews 9 for the past few weeks. I ask
that you take a look at Hebrews 9, especially verses 24-28. I guess I never thought very deeply about the
fact that Jesus went to heaven, not a man-made altar, and took away all our sins. He only had to do this one
time. Only once, not often as the priests did in the Old Testament temple times. The verses go on to tell that
Jesus will come back to save those who are eagerly waiting for Him! We know who will be victorious. Fastforward to Revelation 22 and see multiple times that Paul writes “Christ is coming soon” and the fact that
He is the Alpha and Omega. Long before politicians, media, elections, and so on, was one called “I Am”
please put your faith in Him.
The Elders and Council have worked on a plan to follow guidelines to have live church services and to keep
you as safe as possible. I know that a full church at 25% doesn’t feel very full! I am sure that much of what
we have done could be done better. Please give us any suggestions as we continue. At one of our drive-thru
communion services, a family member of one of our own members was longing to receive communion since their church has not attempted communion since the first shut down. Please remind me and yourself that we know who is in complete control of this world and ultimately who
will come again soon to take us Home to sin-free “Clean Space”.
Yours in Christ, Mark Krausz

Happy September from the Sunday School! Thanks a ton to Marianne McDaniel for heading
up the Voyage of the Dawn Treader book study in August. As we approach Fall, Zion will see
Sunday School done virtually. Pastor Clayton and the Board of Education will make an announcement on more details very soon. We thank God for the technology that allows us to
connect and continue Sunday School during these difficult times.
Jenna Dunn
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“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10).
God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of a family (husbands
and wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be members of society (those who govern and those who are governed). And He calls us to be members of His family, the Church (those who
preach and teach and those who hear and learn). Each of these callings from God places a duty on us.
As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His life for His
bride, the Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their husbands and submit themselves to
them as the Church does to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching them the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, the Office of the Keys, and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor
their parents throughout their lives, and even when their parents are no longer alive, serving and obeying
them, loving and cherishing them, and speaking well of them.
As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish those who do evil
(those who live contrary to God’s will) and to reward those who do good (those whose lives are lived in conformity with God’s will). Those who are governed are to obey their leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their
leaders bear the sword of God’s temporal justice for a purpose.
As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do so in faithfulness
to His holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of hearers of their sin and to
encourage, admonish, and exhort them to do good works in accordance with God’s will. They are to preach
and teach the Gospel, the full forgiveness of their sins accomplished by Christ and received through faith,
not by works. They are to administer the means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of
God. They do all this for the young and old alike, for those who are near and far off. Those who hear and
learn are to submit themselves to their preachers and teachers. They are support them by their prayers
and their gifts.
Each of these callings from God place a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence; on our prayers;
and our time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl
9:10). Pray for your family, your government, and your church. Give of yourself by means of your time,
your talents, and your treasures to your family, your government, and your Church. That is what it means
to be faithful in the tasks that God has given us. That is what it means to do it with all your might.

It’s harvest time again!
Check the harvest table in the Narthex.
Bring an extra vegetable or fruit from your
garden, you can trade for another, or buy the
item with a donation to Concerned Christians.
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??? Who Do I Contact ???
ADULT NEW MEMBER/INSTRUCTION
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
ALTAR GUILD
Beth Twenhafel 618-660-8872
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Christa Sink 618-670-7844
Marianne McDaniel 618-789-1602
Amanda Ganey 618-789-3157
BOARD OF FINANCE
Ken Knutson 618-334-0965
Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993
Deb Heck 618-792-0723
CHURCH BUSINESS
President — Torri Suedmeyer 618-944-9631
V. President — Dale Wehmeyer 618-566-8114
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
EVANGELISM QUESTIONS
Bessie Fick 515-230-9937
Tony Lara, Elder 618-530-8886
LADIES AID/LWML
Pinky Ahner 698-0555

Men’s Club
Ray Kemezys 624-6625
Joe Crismon 270-762-6618
MUSIC
Choir/Organ- Josh & Nancy Peterson
566-7375
PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer requests - Contact Church Office
To be added to prayer chain please
contact Marlene Lockwood @ 566-4597

SOCIAL MINISTRY QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Matt Sink, Elder 618-567-5267
SPIRITUAL CONCERNS/QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Board of Elders—
A-G: Mark Krausz 618-588-4917
H-L: Randy Schorfheide 618-304-4422
M-R: Matt Sink 618-567-5267
S-Z: Tony Lara 618-530-8886
STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS
Randy Schorfheide, Elder 618-304-4422
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Superintendent— Jenna Dunn
850-420-4006
Assistant Superintendent—
THRIVENT
Eldon Ahner 588-4215
Lionel Timmerman 806-8993
Glenda Pike 806-3656
TRUSTEES/BLDG. MAINTENANCE
Trustees@ZionMascoutah.com
Andy Sax 618-530-7294
Cheryl Sax 618-806-7290
Gadge Corey 618-477-2716
Mike Twenhafel 618-363-1955
WELCOME COMMITTEE
Lionel Timmerman 806-8993
WORSHIP QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Mark Krausz, Elder 618-588-4917
YOUTH GROUP
Mike and Amanda Ganey 618-779-4348
Christa Sink 618-670-7844

PRESCHOOL
Director - Vikki Harms 618-334-2261
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September 6
"Jesus in the House"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Messy prayers, loud tables, open doors-three signs of a spiritually vibrant household.
(Luke 19:1-10)

September 13
"Fireplace Spirituality"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Our relationship with God is not something to "set and forget" like a thermostat.
(Acts 2:37-47 )

September 20
"I Stand at the Door"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
New Series "Households of Faith"
(Luke 24:13-35 )

September 27
"Room at the Table"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jason Broge
New Series "Households of Faith"
(1 Peter 4)

Mascoutah Food Pantry
items needed for September
Brown Sugar, Canned Milk, Hot Chocolate,
Graham Crackers, Sugar, Oil, Mandarin Oranges,
Laundry Detergent, Dish Soap
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09/01
09/01
09/03
09/04
09/05
09/08
09/09
09/10
09/12
09/12
09/12
09/14
09/15
09/15
09/15
09/17
09/17
09/18
09/19
09/21
09/22
09/22
09/22
09/23
09/26
09/27
09/27
09/28
09/30
09/30

Tom Heck
Christa Sink
Reese Roehrig
Beatrice Lockwood
Christelle Bretz
Grant Ahner
Ken Knutson
Jon Robinson
Avery Boehm
Mark Hatcher
Dillan Schorfheide
Ian Hutchinson
Garrett Sax
Adam Twenhafel
Grace Wambold
Joe Lancey
Amy Lin
Ahren Kneschke
Noel Benner
Zackery Schreiber
Buzz Kandler
Danny Trout
Angie Walter
Doug Root
Mike Rehfeldt
Jordan Rehfeldt
LaVonne Stangle
Eli Sink
Zachary Hinrichs
Jeff Zimmermann

09/04
09/05
09/06
09/22
09/23
09/30

Dustin & Anna Pannier
Andy & Rhea Sax
Mike & Angie Twenhafel
Danny & Joyce Trout
Mike & Jordan Rehfeldt
Geoff & Robin Phillips

Flowers for September
6 LaVonne Stangle, in memory of
Marcella Kniepkamp.
13 Lita Timmerman
20
27

09/01
09/01
09/02
09/03
09/06
09/10
09/12
09/15
09/17
09/17
09/18
09/18
09/18
09/22
09/22
09/24
09/24
09/27
09/28
09/29
09/??

Amy Lin
Christa Sink
Parker Roehrig
Dawn Corey
David Rowold
Johnathan Clayton
Nathan Schreiber
Alaina Gryga
Isabella Allen
Kynan Drinnon
Cierrah Lovett
Daniel Mileur
Ella Sax
James Barnard
Shannon Barnard
James Rehfeldt
Larry Richards
Lauren Twenhafel
Brennan Magers
Connor Hatcher
Tom Heck

Altar Guild Schedule
for September
13 Beth Twenhafel &
Linda Hoskins
27 Lita Timmerman

LWML ~ September 17
Tentative– social distancing if we

Special Music
for September

TBD

have a meeting.
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Council Meeting Minutes
Zion Lutheran Church
July 7, 2020
Call to order.
Opening prayer and devotion.
Roll call - Torri Suedmeyer, Christa Sink, Mike Twenhafel, Terry Twenhafel, Dale Wehmeyer, Ken Knutson,
Rachel Bretz, and Mark Krausz
Approval of June council meeting.
MMSP to approve minutes from last meeting as amended.
Pastor’s report:
●Official Acts:
▪Wedding of Abigail Sgro and Daniel Merritt, June 13, 2020.
▪Baptism of Noah James Overmyer, June 15, 2020.
●The Numbers:
▪Visits: 78 (70 members and 8 non-members)
▪Congregational Meetings and Activities: 18
▪Circuit/District/Synod Events: 16
▪Community Contacts: 1
●Other Items:
▪Josh and Sarah Makey possible family to move into the parsonage.
MMSP to approve Josh and Sarah Makey to move into the parsonage.
Treasurers report:
●First Federal Savings Bank - $59,847.37
●Busey Bank (PPP) - $39,200.00
●Petty Cash - $50.00
●Edward Jones - $84,496.48
MMSP to approve Treasurer’s Report.
Board of Finance report:
●2020 Budget YTD: $151,790.00
●2020 Actual YTD: $128,995.81
Board of Elders report:
●Members Needs – no new asks for help.
●Services – Seating chart is set up to social distance, but we may need more seats. Need volunteers for
security during services.
Board of Education report:
●Preschool Report:
▪Vikki and Amanda obtained access to Preschool account and will be working to update budget.
▪Hired a new Aide; Leslie Eads.
▪Will follow guidelines by Illinois DCSF for reopening.
Continued on next page
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Council Meeting Minutes continued from previous page

●Sunday School Report:
▪June 7, kicked off family reading series of C.S Lewis The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe June
will be led by Sem. Don Stein, and will continue through the summer.
●Junior/Senior Youth:
▪Higher Things was cancelled this summer. Youth were refunded the non-refundable $100 from the
youth account.
▪Soda social in the parking lot event in church lot in June with great turn out! Students seemed to
really enjoy the event.
▪July 10 tentative Disc challenge and Tie Dye and Talk (August 1).
●Board of ED:
▪Will be discussing resuming Sunday School/Rally Sunday at next meeting.
▪Plan to have a retirement party for Marlene, will talk with BOE and her extended family on when
this will occur.
Board of Trustees report:
●Parsonage – It is in good shape for new tenants. Need soffit on the front porch and switch in basement
repaired.
●Lights – We need a grant prior to replacing lights.
●New Camera – Working on getting a new camera for recording services.
●Sound Board – Nathanial, Gadge, and Mike will work on the sound board issues together.
●Homeschool Event – Would it be okay to have a homeschool event in the sanctuary on August 13th?
MMSP to allow No activities or events that are not church related can be held at the church at this time.
(unanimous vote)
President’s report:
●Committee reports:
▪Evangelism – Meeting set for July 14th.
▪Stewardship – no report.
▪Strategic planning – discussed parsonage, HVAC and possible building needs.
▪HVAC – One company has been out to quote. We need a couple of more quotes to compare.
▪Constitution committee – no report.
▪Lutheran Foundation – We may want to think about joining. They have two meetings per year.
▪Will discuss next meeting.
Old Business:
●Transfer the Blessing – will discuss at the next voter’s meeting.
Next Meeting date/time – August 4th at 7 pm
MMSP to adjourn.
Close with The Lord’s Prayer.
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Council Meeting Minutes
Zion Lutheran Church
August 4, 2020
Call to order.
Opening prayer and devotion – Pastor Clayton
Roll call – Torri Suedmeyer, Cheryl Sax, Pastor Clayton, Terry Twenhafel, Tony Lara, Ken Knutson, Rachel Bretz, and
Nancy Peterson
Approval of July council meeting.
MMSP to approve July meeting minutes.
Council guest – Nancy Peterson
●Option for choir:
▪Hand chimes – possible 2 ensembles for each service.
▪Wear masks and possibly wear gloves.
▪Need some 1 foot tables and music – will use the choir funds.
Pastor’s report:
●Official Acts:
▪Baptism of Miles Krausz, July 11, 2020.
▪Baptismal Reaffirmation of Penny Stein, July 26, 2020.
●The Numbers:
▪Visits – 67 (62 members and 5 non-members)
▪Congregational Meetings and Activities – 20
▪Circuit/District/Synod Events - 14
●Other Items:
▪Josh and Sarah Makey will be moving into the Parsonage on Saturday, August 15 at 8:30 am.
A few volunteers to help move would be wonderful.
▪Need a permanent recording solution for services. Mike has a system he is recommending.
▪Doxology – next component will be held in Nebraska Nov 20-22.
Treasurers report:
●First Federal Savings Bank - $57,031.17
●Busey Bank (PPP) - $39,200.00
●Petty Cash - $50.00
●Edward Jones - $85,263.78
MMSP to accept the Treasurer’s report.
Board of Finance report:
●2020 Budget YTD: $175,142.31
●2020 Actual YTD: $152,029.75
Board of Elders report:
●Camera outside – Can our current security camera system support additional outside cameras to improve
security?
●Church Services – they are going well. We have spare masks in case people forget their masks.
●Need volunteers to help with security detail.
Board of Education report:
●Preschool Report:
▪Runs under DCFS.
▪Maximum of 15 students at a time in one class.
▪5 families withdrew wanting to go remote.
▪40 students enrolled.
▪Rethinking drop-off/pick-up procedures.
▪Staff helping guide students into the doors.
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Council Meeting Minutes continued from previous page

▪Taking and recording temperatures at the door.
▪Orientation will be September 2nd.
▪Sign-up Genius for orientation night.
▪Virtual presentations as well.
▪Adding classroom FaceBook pages.
▪Using more technology for communication with families.
●Preschool Budget:
▪Decided to wait on hiring a floating aide due to the reduction in numbers, less incoming tuition, and the
director not being a teacher.

▪Approximately a $4000 deficit for upcoming school year.
▪Preschool reserve will keep them afloat this year.
▪Looking forward-tuition increase in August and thinking about student attendance options given.
●Sunday School/Confirmation:
▪Two confirmation groups.
▪5th/6th led by Lori and learning Apologetics.
▪7th/8th led by Pastor and learning the 2nd part of the Lutheran Catechism.
▪Sunday, September 13th – Sunday School/Confirmation start.
▪Sunday School – short Bible story read aloud.
Board of Trustees report:
●HVAC – Rachel was checking on bid. Should have this week.
●Preschool – In order to make extra space to comply with COVID restrictions, they are storing some furniture
items in the third bay garage. Old wall heating system was removed from the Preschool storage room behind the
director’s office. This was to free up more storage space also.
●Parsonage – Did a walk through. Needs some more cleaning, electrical updating, back entry carpet cleaning, and
fix drain in downstairs bathroom. Looking at maybe replacing breezeway carpet with a waterproof laminate.
Need to find out if Josh and Sarah will do their own lawn mowing.
●Lawn Maintenance – Looking at finding a company to handle weed control, etc.
●Church Sanctuary Wall Leak – Andy is checking and keeping an eye on this.
●Continuance of Church Sanitizing and Cleaning.
President’s report:
●Committee reports:
▪Evangelism – Looking to go with helping hands this upcoming Fall. Will be getting a spreadsheet of talents to
help fit people to needs. We have a new contact for Samaritans Purse, Kara Simon. Pastor will be looking into
Landsdowne. Synod looking at expanding the English Conversation partners program.
▪Strategic planning – no report, possible meeting date August 17th.
▪HVAC – will get more bids.
▪Constitution committee - no report.
Old Business:
●Transfer the Blessing – Presentation set for August 20th.
●Lutheran Foundation group – Pastor would be willing to be the first delegate. We will bring this up for a vote on
August 20th.
MMSP to recommend to the voter’s assembly to approve Zion joining as a member of the Lutheran Foundation of St. Louis,
Missouri.
New Business:
●Voters Assembly – Aug 20, 2020
Next Meeting date/time – September 1st at 7:00 pm
MMSP to adjourn.
Close with The Lord’s Prayer.
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Zion Lutheran Church
101 S. Railway
Mascoutah, IL 62258
Address Service Requested
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday 10:00 AM
BIBLE STUDY
Sunday 8:45 to 9:45 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday 8:45 to 9:45 AM

Worship Topics This Month
September 6 — Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity — Luke 10:23-37
— “Do, Done”
September 13 — Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity — Luke 17:11-19
— “Samaritans Again”
September 20 — Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity — Matthew 6:24-34
— Sem. Josh Makey to preach
September 27 — Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity — Luke 7:11-17
— Chaplain Mark Sedwick to preach

Please join us in worship to hear more about the Good News!

