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Humor
Our fourth grader celebrated his birthday on crutches, so he
couldn’t carry the cupcakes into school without help. I asked our
sixth-grader, Noah, to help his brother carry them in. “I could,” he
said, “but I’d prefer not to.” Spotting a teaching moment, my
husband asked Noah, “What would Jesus do?” Noah answered,
“Jesus would heal him so he could carry his own cupcakes.”
At our weekly Bible study, the leader asked an elderly gentleman,
Walt, to open the meeting with prayer. Walt did so in a soft voice.
Another man, straining to hear, shouted, “I can’t hear you!” Walt
replied, “I wasn’t talking to you.”

From the Pastor
Happy Mothers’ Day!
What a gift God has given to His people by placing us together in
families with mothers, fathers, and children. All have their own
special points of emphasis that they bring to families to make them
stronger and to function smoothly. In case you hadn’t noticed it,
men and women are different, and not just in external, visibly
obvious ways. I realize this is a highly charged issue right now, as
pseudo-scientists try to deny what has been known from the
beginning of time by claiming there are dozens of flexible,
interchangeable genders. NO! This is a lie and runs absolutely
contrary to science. It's really this simple. Women have XX
chromosomes, men have XY chromosomes. End of story. But as
anyone with eyes and experience can see, the differences go beyond
just genetics. Men and women are wired differently, they think
differently, and they approach situations differently. Children do
best when they have the guidance and love of both a man and a
woman—a mother and a father—in their life. This is how God
designed the family to work, and when we follow in God’s plans,
that is when life tends to flow most smoothly. This month we will
focus on mothers (in honor of Mothers’ Day) and next month we will
shift attention to fathers (in honor of Fathers’ Day in June).
continued on the next page

From the Pastor continued from page 1

There is no question that the bond that a mother has with her children (and that children have with
their mother) is utterly unique and cannot be replicated by a father, no matter how well-meaning the
man may be. Women have a certain touch that children recognize, which is unique to them. In fact, I
would say that one of the strongest blessings that a mother brings to her family is her tender, caring nature. Think of what happens when a child gets a scrape or a scratch. Where do they turn? To mom. Without question, to mom. By and large, children know that if they need some love, if they need some TLC,
mom is the one to go to. Dad would be more likely to offer “tough love”, with a quick check to make sure
no limbs are severed and there is no gushing blood, but short of that, to send a child back to playing with
the admonition to “shake it off.” On the other hand, a mother would usually drop everything she was doing, rush to the child, cuddle and coddle the little one, and—of course—kiss the boo-boo to make it all
better. Without any question whatsoever, children desperately need this tenderhearted support. Moms
are absolutely vital to the happy, healthy development and growth of children!
How important is the nurturing, loving, consoling, comforting touch of a mother to her children? It is so
important that God uses it as an image of how He loves us. Of course we know that greater love has no
one than what God has for us, but next in line is a mother’s love for her children! A mother’s love for her
children is the closest earthly approximation of the overwhelming love that God has for us. We read in
Isaiah 49:15-16: “Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son
of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have engraved you on the palms
of my hands; your walls are continually before me.” A mother’s love for her children is so special, so precious, that God chooses to use that image as a depiction of His love for us!
God also uses the image of a mother’s care for her children to represent how, through the Church, He
extends His care to us. We read in Isaiah 66:10-13: “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you
who love her; rejoice with her in joy, all you who mourn over her; that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast; that you may drink deeply with delight from her glorious abundance. For thus
says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip, and bounced upon her knees. As
one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.’”
Then, when considering the importance of a wife and mother in a family, you can do no better than looking to Proverbs 31. The woman described here, sometimes called the virtuous woman, or the noble woman, or the godly woman, is elevated as a true treasure. We read in Proverbs 31:10-31, “An excellent wife
who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will
have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. She seeks wool and flax,
and works with willing hands. She is like the ships of the merchant; she brings her food from afar. She
rises while it is yet night and provides food for her household and portions for her maidens. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. She dresses herself with
strength and makes her arms strong. She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does
not go out at night. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. She opens her
hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid of snow for her household, for
all her household are clothed in scarlet. She makes bed coverings for herself; her clothing is fine linen
and purple. Her husband is known in the gates when he sits among the elders of the land. She makes
linen garments and sells them; she delivers sashes to the merchant. Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness
is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her
children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 'Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.' Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the
Lord is to be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.”
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From the Pastor continued from page 2

A dedicated, faithful, loving wife and mother is truly a treasure more precious than jewels. She is
often the glue that holds a family together with her selfless service and undying love for her family. Husbands and sons and daughters, recognize the treasure that God has given you—your wife
and mother. Recognize God’s gift not just on Mothers’ Day, but every day. Thank her, and make
her life a little brighter and happier. Of earthly blessings that God gives, a devoted wife and
mother is among the best.
In Christ,
Pastor Clayton

Thank you, chime ringers!
It has been a joy to hear the chimes in worship throughout this past
year. Ten dedicated ringers have played at both the Saturday and Sunday services once or twice a month from September through May.
Thank you Abigail, Bjorn, Cary, Gloria, Jon, Lori, Matthew, Nathaniel,
Rosemary, Sarah, and Thor!

Membership Changes
Baptisms:
Mia Nicole Tubbs

Youth Confirmation:
Elizabeth Bretz
Rainer Bretz
William Bretz
Phoebe Corey
Cadence Dunn
Maggie Harlan
Jake Lara
Abby McDaniel
Luke Morra
Gianna Sink

Adult Confirmation:
Abigail Merritt
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Zion’s “Helping Hands” Program
Zion's "Helping Hands" is a program which seeks to join those in the congregation who love to
serve others with our members who have a variety of needs. If you would like to be a part of
this rewarding program, please contact any of the Helping Hands coordinators directly via
email or phone. Be sure to indicate what area(s) you can help with.
Areas of service include, but are certainly not limited to:
- Transportation (medical appointments, grocery shopping, pharmacy, etc.)
- Light household cleaning
- Light cooking
- Laundry
- Light painting (indoor/outdoor)
- Yardwork (leaf/snow removal, mowing, etc.)
- Handyman jobs
- Other (please let us know what special skills you wish to share)
Our coordinators are:
Jordan Rehfeldt: high4you2001@yahoo.com, (618)980-8475
Lesley Eads: eadslesley@yahoo.com, (618)623-2360
Dan Eads: eadsdl@gmail.com, (618)623-2760
"And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not
give up." Galatians 6:9
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Greetings to Zion,
Thank you to all who attended the Voter’s Meeting in April. It was a pleasure to see the good
turnout! Several items that were approved are important to the membership and future of our
church.
The first is the approval of a 1-year commitment to the "Transfer the Blessings" program of
LCMS. This program gives each family of Zion an opportunity to think about blessings given to
them from a financial standpoint, and with professional LCMS leadership, consider how the
family can "transfer the blessings" to the church or entity of their choice in an amount that
meets their wishes and goals through estate planning. This is offered as a direct discussion and
planning with a professional individual and yourself. The program also gives the church some
leadership and guidance on considering setting up an endowment fund to properly address
items like this. Council will be looking into this more in the next few months. The cost of this
program is $5000, which has already been put in the budget in December, and will now be used
for this one year commitment. Please speak with a council member or your Elder for more information. There will be some folders on the narthex table to take home and study up on this as
well.
Another item is the approval of repairs to the HVAC system in the church. Weeke Sales and
Service of Okawville will begin replacing and repairing items in the next few weeks as parts
become available. One should see new thermostats on the walls, as well as numerous items in
the basement control room.
The trustees will begin the process of selecting paint colors to repaint the sanctuary walls. They
hope to get started on this in the next few weeks at a cost around $5000. This project is also already in the budget.
The Long Range Planning Committee has had numerous meetings the last few months and recommended to council and the congregation that the house on the Holroyd property does not fit
the long range strategy of Zion for various reasons. The Voters approved a plan to eventually
have the house removed from the property. The trustees are sharing the plan to the membership in various ways.

The Constitution Committee continues working on revisions, and is planning on having a first
look at these for the August Voter’s Meeting.
Thank you for your prayers for the leadership team of Zion as they work with these many activities for the betterment of this congregation.
Blessings to you.
Dale Wehmeyer, President
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We are gearing up for summer! Look for more information in the bulletin this month. We are planning on having a virtual VBS on Zoom, June 21-25. We will need parents to pre-register their children and we will have
supplies to pass out beforehand.
Marianne McDaniel

What a school year this one has been! It has definitely been one for the record books! I am so thankful to have been given the opportunity to join this
amazing staff! Thank you to all our wonderful Zion Preschool families,
Board of Education, and Zion Church members for their prayers and support
this last year. It is hard to believe that it is almost over and many of our students will be moving on to kindergarten. It is exciting to see how much they
have matured and how much they have learned. The staff and I have loved
our time with all of the students this year.
Registration for next year began in early March. We still have a few openings for threes. If you know of someone who would like paperwork to register and I am not available, please speak with Robin in the church office.
She will be happy to give you the necessary forms.
We will end our school year with our annual graduation on Tuesday evening, May 18 th. Our 2021-2022 school
year will begin with Parent Orientation on Thursday, September 2nd. Parents will receive letters in August as
a reminder. May God bless everyone with a happy, restful, and safe summer!
God Bless,
Vikki Harms
Zion Preschool Director
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John 11:25–26 says, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” When our life ends here on earth, it is not
the end of the story. For those who trust in Jesus as their Savior, their wonderful story goes on. For those
who don’t trust in Jesus as their Savior, their existence goes on, but it is full of sorrow and pain for eternity.
For those who put their hope in Jesus, the story will be one of joy, and the story will go on and on as we live
with Jesus in heaven as He promises all believers. Keep looking to Jesus as our Savior who died on the cross
to pay for our sins and was raised from the dead on Easter Sunday. His resurrection assures us of our resurrection and of a never-ending life of blessings.
May we always thank our Heavenly Father for loving us so much that He sent Jesus to give His
life for us on the cross. Because of His resurrection, we know that we shall live forever in heaven
where there is peace, joy, and perfect love.
Respectfully submitted by Jeffrey Fick

Congrats to the 2021 Confirmands!
Sunday School welcomes Alicia Suedmeyer to the position of Superintendent.
Jenna Dunn

Plans for the Holroyd House
Plans for the Holroyd House east of the parking lot on E.
South Street: The Strategic planning committee has discussed the property and how it could be used for Zion Lutheran Church. It was decided that the house would not
fit into the long-term plan for the property. Between now
and the August voters meeting we are offering the house
to anyone in the congregation for a bid of the best offer to
be moved off the lot at their expense. If no one would be
interested from the congregation by the August voters
meeting, we would open the offer up for a bid of the best
offer to anyone outside of the church. The house is to be
moved off the lot at their expense. This would be offered
between August and the December voters meeting. If you
have any interest in the house contact Mike Twenhafel at
(618)363-1955.
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St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). And again, he says: “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get
their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same
way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor.
9:13–14). In other words, ministers of the Gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by
them.
And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this deserves closer examination.
For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it does so with four little
words: “In the same way …”
St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices. We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support the Levites?
Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And
before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the
tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may
learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested.
Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New
Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask yourself: Is the church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back then, there was one Temple,
and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the descendants of Abraham. In Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there are churches and ministries all around
the world! How could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry?
Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. We have
received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, and the fulfillment of everything
that God promised to do. For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself
our sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism.
He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection,
the risen and living body and blood of His Son – our Lord Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all
things are ours because we belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.
In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and mercy – we gladly give to those who
proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.” For
once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not received mercy, but now we have
indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).

Page 8

??? Who Do I Contact ???
ADULT NEW MEMBER/INSTRUCTION
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
ALTAR GUILD
Lita Timmerman 618-806-2617
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Marianne McDaniel 618-789-1602
Amanda Ganey 618-789-3157
Jeannette Schorfheide 618-304-5405
BOARD OF FINANCE
Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993
Deb Heck 618-792-0723
Jenny Kneschke 618-566-9919
CHURCH BUSINESS
President — Dale Wehmeyer 618-566-8114
V. President — Ben Eatherton 618-203-0053
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
EVANGELISM QUESTIONS
Bessie Fick 515-230-9937
Tony Lara, Elder 618-530-8886
LADIES AID/LWML
Pinky Ahner 618-698-0555

Men’s Club

SOCIAL MINISTRY QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Elder
SPIRITUAL CONCERNS/QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Board of Elders:
A-G: Tom Sax 618-401-3490
H-L: Randy Schorfheide 618-304-4422
M-R: Jeff Fick 515-230-6459
S-Z: Tony Lara 618-530-8886
STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS
Randy Schorfheide, Elder 618-304-4422
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Superintendent— Alicia Suedmeyer
618-944-9631
THRIVENT
Eldon Ahner 618-588-4215
Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993
Glenda Pike 618-806-3656
TRUSTEES/BLDG. MAINTENANCE
Trustees@ZionMascoutah.com
Gadge Corey 618-477-2716
Mike Twenhafel 618-363-1955
Kurt Bretz 618-558-6747
Alex Tubbs 618-610-1089

Ray Kemezys 618-624-6625
Joe Crismon 270-762-6618

WELCOME COMMITTEE
Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993

MUSIC
Choir/Organ- Josh & Nancy Peterson
618-973-8169

WORSHIP QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Elder

PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer requests - Contact Church Office
To be added to prayer chain please
contact Marlene Lockwood @ 618-566-4597

YOUTH GROUP
Lindsay Murphy 618-530-7297

PRESCHOOL
Director - Vikki Harms 618-334-2261
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May 2
"Laughed At"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Speaking out against the prevailing culture might prompt ridicule but it could also produce
repentance. (Jonah 3)
May 9
"Seriously?"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
A preacher who gets upset when people take his message seriously--that's the story of Jonah.
(Jonah 1-4)
May 16
"Gain a Heart of Wisdom"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Fear, love, and trust in the Lord is the way to Wisdom in person, and we meet God's eternal
wisdom in Jesus, the Messiah. (Psalm 90:12)
May 23
"Wisdom Knows When"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Does someone need to hear words of rebuke-or redemption? A message about harsh words,
gentle answers, and the wisdom of God. (Proverbs 15:1)

May 30
"Before Kings"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (Proverbs 22:29)

MASCOUTAH FOOD PANTRY
ITEMS NEEDED FOR MAY
Sugar, Chicken Helper, Beef Ramen,
Canned Peaches, Mostaccioli Noodles,
Spam, Canned Pasta w/ Meat,
Taco Shells & Seasoning
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05/01
05/02
05/03
05/03
05/04
05/05
05/06
05/06
05/07
05/08
05/08
05/08
05/09
05/09
05/10
05/10
05/10
05/11
05/12
05/12
05/13
05/14
05/14
05/15
05/17
05/17
05/17
05/17
05/19
05/19
05/19
05/20
05/21
05/23
05/27
05/27
05/27
05/28
05/28
05/29
05/30

Jerry Phillips
Kylie Beville
Andrew Benner
Debbie Root
Dale Wehmeyer
Emily Matthews
Laith Fanous
Jack Morra
Isabella Allen
Alaina Gryga
Karen Haas
Madelyn Krausz
Lilah Fanous
Joseph Rueter III
Elizabeth Orr
Isaac Robinson
Brooke Rowold
James Trame
Brennen Magers
Reagan Magers
Nick Morra
Meghan Hahn
Luke Lara
Bessie Fick
Shirley Braeutigam
Brennen Dunn
Ken Frey
Patrick Lancey
Marsha Fulton
Carolyn Rowold
Kay Zimmermann
Geoff Phillips
Kristen Benoist
Karl Bretz
Amanda Bigley
Joe Crismon
Shea Suedmeyer
Penny Eatherton
Alana Fanous
Marion Kneschke
Kathryn Underwood

05/02
05/14
05/22
05/25
05/25
05/27
05/29
05/29
05/30

Edward & Joyce Linn
Ken & Laurie Knutson
Darren & Lindsay Murphy
Damon & Stacey Chaffin
Earl & Temple Linnertz
Matt & Emily Wambold
Bryan & Julie Benner
Matt & Christa Sink
Jeff & Kay Zimmermann

Flowers for May
2

In honor of Sem. Makey re
ceiving his vicarage assignment.

9
16
23 Kemezys, for Joe Crimson’s
birthday.

05/01
05/01
05/02
05/02
05/03
05/04
05/08
05/08
05/10
05/12
05/12
05/12
05/13
05/14
05/15
05/17
05/19
05/20
05/21
05/21
05/22
05/22
05/26
05/27
05/28
05/30
05/31

Janice Conklin
Ray Kemezys
Dustin Pannier
Joshua Snyder
Jamie Wilhelm
Taylor Crismon
Stacia Ahner
Erica Popp
Ivar Peterson
Heather Brand
Robert Corey
Joseph Rueter III
Ben Eatherton
Lionel Timmerman
David Hinrichs
Debbie Root
Luke Lara
Isabeau Harris
Kylie Beville
Emma Brand
Karen Haas
Dale Wehmeyer
Jack Morra
Ken Frey
Brooklyn Baro
Annabella Harlan
Daniel Bretz

30

LWML ~ May 20th
Devotion and Topic:
A Time to Break Down, A Time
to Build Up (Joyce Hendrix)
Special Mission Offering:
Shriners’ Hospital
Activities:
Discuss possible summer project
Hostesses:
Dawn Corey & Joyce Hendrix

Altar Guild Schedule
for May
8-9
Lita Timmerman
22-23 Linda Hoskins
29-30 Sharon Weier
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Zion Lutheran Church
101 S. Railway
Mascoutah, IL 62258
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Sunday 8:30 TO 9:30 AM on Zoom
BIBLE STUDY
Sunday 8:45 to 9:30 AM In-Person
and on Zoom
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday 9:00 AM on FaceBook
WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday 7:00 PM In-Person
Sunday 10:00 AM In-Person
and on FaceBook

Address Service Requested

Worship Topics This Month
May 2 — Fifth Sunday of Easter — John 16:5-15
— “Singing the Faith”
May 9 — Sixth Sunday of Easter — John 16:23-33
— “Peace in the Lord”
May 16 — The Ascension of Our Lord — 2 Kings 2:5-15
— “Going, Going, Still Here”
May 23 — The Day of Pentecost — John 14:23-31
— Sem. Makey to Preach
May 30 — The Holy Trinity — John 3:1-17
— “Theological Math”

Please join us in worship to hear more about the Good News!

