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Humor
I was testing the children in my Sunday school class to see if they
understood the concept of getting to heaven. I asked them, "If I sold
my house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my money
to the church, Would that get me into heaven?" "NO!" the children
answered. "If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and
kept everything neat and tidy, would that get me into Heaven?"
Again, the answer was, "NO!" By now I was starting to smile. Hey,
this was fun! "Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave candy to
all the children, and loved my husband, would that get me into
Heaven?" I asked them again. Again, they all answered, "NO!"
I was just bursting with pride for them. "Well," I continued, "then
how can I get into Heaven?" A five-year-old boy shouted out, "YOU
GOTTA BE DEAD."

From the Pastor
FEAR! We read in 2 Timothy 1:7, “God gave us a spirit not of fear
but of power and love and self-control.” For the last several months,
I sense that much of our world has been frozen in fear. That is not a
healthy place to be, and it is not where God would have us as His
people to be. We are called to be people of faith, not of fear. I have
heard it said, “Fear does not prevent dying, fear prevents living.”
My family experienced this truth this summer. We went on
vacation, and we had an absolutely wonderful trip. There were any
number of things that could have gone wrong, and in fact some
things did go wrong. But if we had allowed the knowledge that
something could go wrong to freeze us in fear, we would have locked
ourselves away in our house and not done anything or gone
anywhere. As a result, we would have missed experiencing some of
the greatest beauty of God’s creation, including the Rocky
Mountains of Colorado, the Grand Canyon, the Pacific Ocean, and
Glacier National Park. We also would have missed out on absolutely
irreplaceable family time. Many things could have gone wrong on
our trip, but if we had lived in fear of what could possibly go wrong
and cancelled our trip because of it, we would have lost out on much
that we might never be able to experience again, at least not with
as much of our family as we were able to have together. As the
saying goes, fear would not have prevented death (we survived the
trip safe and sound, after all…) but if we had given into fear, it
would have prevented us living out this wonderful trip. Fear
paralyzes, faith sets free. Be free.

From the Pastor continued from page 1

I recently heard an excellent broadcast on KFUO, on “The Coffee Hour,” about the problems of fear. The
guest on the program, Rev. Dr. Phil Booe, had recently written an article about fear that was published
in his local newspaper. I will reprint it below. Please read it, and if you have the chance, listen to the
broadcast of “The Coffee Hour” on KFUO from August 17, 2021. The program is called, “Faith Is the Antidote to Fear.” Take a listen.
A SPIRIT NOT OF FEAR
By Rev. Dr. Phil Booe
St. John Lutheran Church, Luverne, MN
With a rise in yet another variant of COVID, the discussion around vaccines is getting heated again.
Around dinner tables, out in public, and even in the parking lots of our churches, people are divided
about what they believe is the right answer.
Nowhere is this battle more fervent, however, than on social media. People have lost friends and alienated loved ones over it.
I’m not going to tell you what to think about vaccines, but I do have something to say about the vitriol
surrounding how many are dealing with it. Much of it boils down to fear. For some, it is the fear of contracting the virus while for others it is the fear that their civil liberties are being eroded. Both may be
reasonable concerns, but giving in to fear is not the answer as it easily clouds our judgment.
A young woman, motivated by fear, posted on Twitter that not only had she gotten both doses of the
Moderna vaccine, but that she later went to another provider and received both doses of the Pfizer vaccine, “just in case!” The comments under her tweet were surprisingly supportive.
Others claimed to have done the same thing and, even more, they were seeking to arrange their own
“boosters.”
Why were they engaged in this dangerous self-help strategy? Out of fear. They were afraid of COVID,
afraid of Delta, and afraid of whatever might come next. I would not be surprised if they followed every
breaking news bulletin about the virus. After all, fear is a popular tactic used by the media to manipulate people to tune in, and it is used by authorities to motivate people to comply.
Fear is a favorite instrument of Satan, too. He uses it to manipulate and motivate people to lose their
focus on God and redirect it to things they cannot control.
Whether or not you elect to receive the COVID vaccine is your choice. But, dear Christian, do not let
yourself be motivated by fear to the point where you resent those who choose differently. Do not use fear
to manipulate or motivate your neighbor.

The Bible tells us in 2 Timothy 1:7, “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and selfcontrol.” And Jesus tells us, “Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).
If you are sick and tired of news and social media filled with contradictory information, political theater,
and fearmongering, then turn it off and turn to God. God provides you a refuge through his unchanging
Word and in the fellowship of saints. Open your Bibles, go to worship, and receive the gifts won for you
by the sacrifice of Jesus.
In Christ, Pastor Clayton
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AUGUST YOUTH GROUP ACTIVIITES
As a part of their monthly
meeting after church on
Sunday, August 15, members of Zion's Youth Group
played a game of kickball.
All youth of Zion are encouraged to participate in
Youth Group activities, and
to bring friends!

On Sunday, August 22, the members of Zion's
Youth Group who attended the Higher Things Conference in Fort Collins, Colorado this summer gave
a presentation about their experiences to the Adult
Bible Class.

Membership Changes
Baptisms:

Transfer In:
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Sunday School is so excited to be back in person! Rally Day is set for
September 12th. We'd like to welcome our teachers for the 2021-2022
Sunday School year:
Little Lambs (birth to 3) - Emily Stein
PreK (age 3-4) and Kindergarten - Katie Crismon and Jean Kemezys
1st/2nd grade - Ashlee Eatherton
3rd/4th grade - Amanda Ganey and Sharon Morris
Music - Open position
**Please remember that if your child has a birthday during the year, they do NOT
advance to the next level until next Fall. (ex. if a 2-year-old turns 3 before June 2022,
they remain in the Little Lambs until next September) Thank you for understanding
that we do not have space to advance students early. **
Registration cards will be available on Rally Day in the Narthex. Our offering will be
added to the summer mission, NLOMA, to support outdoor camps like Camp Wartburg in Waterloo.
If you have any questions, please contact Alicia Suedmeyer or Candy Andres

We are excited about Our 2021-2022 preschool year! We are back
to offering all in person classes this year! Our school year begins
with online parent orientation on Wednesday, September 1st at
10:30 a.m. This orientation will be live on the Zion Preschool Facebook page. This is a great opportunity to meet the staff, receive
information for the new school year, and ask questions. We are
also hosting small group Meet & Greets on Thursday, September
2nd. This will give students and parents the opportunity to see the
classrooms and meet the teachers and staff in person.
Our first day of class will be Tuesday, September 7th. Classes run from 9:00 AM to
11:30 AM. We still have a few openings in our three-year-old class, so tell your friends and
neighbors.
Miss Amy (Benjamin) and Miss Christy (Reese) will be returning to the four-year-old
classroom. We are excited to have Miss Emily (Stein) joining our staff this year as our new 3year-old Lead Teacher. Miss Becky (Barnes) will be returning as her aide.
We look forward to another year of fun serving families of Mascoutah and the surrounding area. We thank God for the continuing support of our preschool parents, Zion’s
Board of Christian Education, and Zion’s congregation.
Zion Preschool is also starting a brand-new Parent’s Morning Out Program this year!
This program is open to all children ages 2-5 twice a month on
Friday. For more information or to register your child, contact
Vikki Harms at zionpreschooldirector2020@gmail.com
God Bless,
Vikki Harms, Zion Preschool Director
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We Are One in The Spirit
St. Paul wrote to the Ephesians in chapter 4:1-7, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord,
urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit – just as you
were called to the one hope that belongs to your call – one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. But grace was given to each
one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” The very first thing Paul mentions is
Christian unity, we are all saints in the Lord united together by our Christian faith. As we
have been united with God, we are also aligned with each other. This unity is the single
most significant marker of our life in Christ. As we relate this to the current circumstances
of COVID; a mask mandate, some for and some against, we must realize that people are not
the enemy, but COVID is. We can have our differences and still be one in Christ. The power
of the devil is constantly pulling and tugging at us trying to divide and conquer. We cannot
allow the devil to get a foothold. He certainly uses anger and division to lead people to other
sins.
The Holy Spirit gives faith in order to produce unity among believers. The faith that
believers have as members of the Holy Christian church is vitally important and powerful.
Faith dwells in the hearts of believers. This means God dwells in the hearts of believers.
Faith unites us as believers to live united lives for the benefit of the world. We are united by
God’s word to live God’s word. God’s word reveals to others and us His great love for all sinners. May God’s peace be with us now and always.
Submitted by Jeffrey A. Fick, Elder

Welcome All Ladies of Zion!
As we start up our fall meetings, we look forward to having you join us on September
16th. We always meet on the third Thursday at 7 PM. We will have a short topic by Marlene Lockwood on “A Time to Weep, A Time to Laugh” from Ecclesiastes 3. Each month
this year we have focused on a different verse from this chapter.
We will have a special mission offering for Camp Wartburg and will also have a SURPRISE
AUCTION. These are fun every year! If you wish to, bring a wrapped package (any wrapping from newspaper to Christmas, etc.) with a small gift to share. It can be a baked item
or some other gift. We have a fun time bidding on these items, the bid monies helping our
treasury support mission projects.
If you are not already a member, please JOIN US this month and see for yourself what a
rewarding time we have sharing God’s word in a social Christian environment!
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At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis
provides a helpful reminder, by way of analogy, for the foundation of stewardship. He wrote:
“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment
to moment, is given you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service you could not give Him anything that was not in a sense His own
already. So then, when we talk of a man doing anything for God or giving anything to
God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child going to its father and
saying, ‘Daddy, give me sixpence to buy you a birthday present.’ Of course, the father
does, and he is pleased with the child’s present. It is all very nice and proper, but only
an idiot would think that the father is sixpence to the good on the transaction. When a
man has made these two discoveries God can really get to work. It is after this that real life begins. (128–129).”
This is the first thing we are given to confess about stewardship, and it has to do with ownership. God owns everything, and we are simply managers – stewards – acting on His behalf.
This is true not only of all that we have in this life (Deut. 8:17–18) but also all that we are in
this life (1 Cor. 6:20).
The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or managers, of what belongs to God, entrusted to make use of it according to His will, there is an expectation of responsibility and accountability. For the Lord said, “Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required,
and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more” (Luke 12:48b). And
from this comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21).
We have everything we need to support this body and life from our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us. We have everything we need for our
spiritual life also from His merciful hands. On account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, we have
the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation delivered to us with absolute certainty that it is ours – not as stewards but as sons (Gal. 4:1–7). Let us then, as His own sons,
press all that He gives to us into the service of His church and to His glory.
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??? Who Do I Contact ???
ADULT NEW MEMBER/INSTRUCTION
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
ALTAR GUILD
Lita Timmerman 618-806-2617
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Marianne McDaniel 618-789-1602
Amanda Ganey 618-789-3157
Jeannette Schorfheide 618-304-5405
BOARD OF FINANCE
Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993
Deb Heck 618-792-0723
Jenny Kneschke 618-566-9919
CHURCH BUSINESS
President — Dale Wehmeyer 618-566-8114
V. President — Ben Eatherton 618-203-0053
CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
EVANGELISM QUESTIONS
Bessie Fick 515-230-9937
Tony Lara, Elder 618-530-8886
LADIES AID/LWML
Pinky Ahner 618-698-0555

Men’s Club
Ray Kemezys 618-624-6625
Joe Crismon 270-762-6618
MUSIC
Choir/Organ- Josh & Nancy Peterson
618-973-8169
PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer requests - Contact Church Office
To be added to prayer chain please
contact Marlene Lockwood @ 618-566-4597

SOCIAL MINISTRY QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Elder
SPIRITUAL CONCERNS/QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Board of Elders:
A-G: Tom Sax 618-401-3490
H-L: Randy Schorfheide 618-304-4422
M-R: Jeff Fick 515-230-6459
S-Z: Tony Lara 618-530-8886
STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS
Randy Schorfheide, Elder 618-304-4422
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Superintendent— Alicia Suedmeyer
618-944-9631
Assistant Superintendent— Candy Andres
618-566-8019
THRIVENT
Eldon Ahner 618-588-4215
Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993
Glenda Pike 618-806-3656

TRUSTEES/BLDG. MAINTENANCE
Trustees@ZionMascoutah.com
Gadge Corey 618-477-2716
Mike Twenhafel 618-363-1955
Kurt Bretz 618-558-6747
Alex Tubbs 618-610-1089
WELCOME COMMITTEE
Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993
WORSHIP QUESTIONS
Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306
Elder
YOUTH GROUP
Lindsay Murphy 618-530-7297

PRESCHOOL
Director - Vikki Harms 618-334-2261
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September 5
"Living, Mighty, Active Faith"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
An elephant is a living, mighty, active thing. So is the faith of Jesus.
(Isaiah 35:4-7)
September 12
"Who is my Neighbor?"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
We can't build a more hopeful neighborhood if we don't know who our neighbors are and we go
out of our way to avoid them.
(Luke 10:25-37)
September 19
"Scrapped Gifts"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
God saves our scraps and regifts them with Easter possibility.
(James 1)
September 26
"Seek the Welfare of the Neighborhood"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jason Broge
We can start to make the world a better place by seeking the welfare of the neighborhoods into
which God has placed us.
(Jeremiah 29)

Mascoutah Food Pantry
items needed for September
Canned Peaches, Boxed Scalloped Potatoes,
Chicken Helper, Brownie Mix,
Miracle Whip, Canned Spinach, Sugar,
Bisquick Baking Mix, Oil
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09/01
09/03
09/04
09/05
09/08
09/09
09/10
09/12
09/12
09/12
09/14
09/15
09/15
09/15
09/17
09/17
09/18
09/19
09/21
09/22
09/22
09/26
09/27
09/27
09/30
09/30

Tom Heck
Reese Roehrig
Beatrice Lockwood
Christelle Bretz
Grant Ahner
Ken Knutson
Jon Robinson
Avery Boehm
Mark Hatcher
Dillan Schorfheide
Ian Hutchinson
Garrett Sax
Adam Twenhafel
Grace Wambold
Joe Lancey
Amy Lin
Ahren Kneschke
Noel Benner
Zackery Schreiber
Danny Trout
Angie Walter
Mike Rehfeldt
Jordan Rehfeldt
LaVonne Stangle
Zachary Hinrichs
Jeff Zimmermann

09/04
09/05
09/06
09/22
09/23
09/30

09/01
09/02
09/03
09/06
09/10
09/12
09/15
09/17
09/17
09/18
09/18
09/18
09/22
09/22
09/24
09/24
09/27
09/28
09/29
09/??

Dustin & Anna Pannier
Andy & Rhea Sax
Mike & Angie Twenhafel
Danny & Joyce Trout
Mike & Jordan Rehfeldt
Geoff & Robin Phillips

Flowers for
September

Amy Lin
Parker Roehrig
Dawn Corey
David Rowold
Johnathan Clayton
Nathan Schreiber
Alaina Gryga
Isabella Allen
Kynan Drinnon
Cierrah Lovett
Daniel Mileur
Ella Sax
James Barnard
Shannon Barnard
James Rehfeldt
Larry Richards
Lauren Twenhafel
Brennan Magers
Connor Hatcher
Tom Heck

5 LaVonne Stangle, in memory of
Marcella Kniepkamp.
12
19

LWML ~ September 16th
Devotion and Topic:
A Time to Weep, A Time to Laugh
(Marlene Lockwood)
Special Mission Offering: Camp Wartburg

Altar Guild Schedule
for September

Activities:
Surprise Auction, LWML Sunday, Oct. 3

12 Jenny Kneschke

Hostesses: Laurie Knutson & Amy Kolweier

26 Joyce Hendrix
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Council Meeting Minutes
Zion Lutheran Church
August 5, 2021
Call to order.
Opening prayer/devotion: Pastor Clayton
Roll call: Present – Pastor Clayton, Ben Eatherton, Laurie Fournie, Jeff Fick, Lionel Timmerman, Mike Twenhafel,
and Dale Wehmeyer; Absent – Rachel Bretz and Marianne McDaniel
Constitution Committee Report:
●Alan Kneschke reported that the committee recommended only one change to the bylaws, changing Article IV,
Section II (Election of Officers) to read: The terms of the Sunday School Superintendent and Assistant Sunday
School Superintendent may be extended through the next term as to the wishes of the duly elected office holders.
This extension must have the approval of the Board of Education and the Church Council. This extension will be
presented to the Voters Assembly at the annual election meeting for approval. If either office holder does not wish to
extend their term, that position will revert to the current (previous) election process.
Following extended discussion, council returned the recommendation to committee for further review, to include
whether any/all of the other elected positions should have the option of extending their terms of office.
●Pastor Clayton noted that the Southern Illinois District (SID) strongly recommended that all proposed changes
to church constitutions and bylaws be submitted to District prior to presentation to the church Voters’ Assembly.
○The change for Constitution Article 10: ARTICLE II shall be considered unalterable. To alter or repeal
any other portion of this Constitution it shall be required that the amended Constitution be submitted to
the governing church district and that then in two consecutive meetings of the Voters' Assembly two-thirds
of all voting members present cast their vote in favor of such alteration or repeal. and then send the amended Constitution to the governing church district for ratification.
○The change for Article 11: To alter any portion of the Bylaws of this congregation it shall be required
that the proposal be reviewed and accepted by a two-thirds majority of the Church Council. The amended
bylaws shall be submitted to the governing church district for review. The proposal shall then be on the
written agenda of the next Voters' Assembly meeting where two-thirds of all voting members present cast
their vote in favor of such alteration.
MMSP to accept District recommendations and to present them to the August Voters’ Assembly for approval.
July council meeting minutes – Rachel had not disseminated minutes to council members; after receipt, members
will review and vote to correct or accept via email.
Pastor’s report:
●Attended Higher Things Youth Conference in Colorado, followed by vacation.
●Pastor and Lori attended a Doxology conference in Kansas City. The third conference in a series, this session
was for Pastors and wives.
●Pastor and Lori attended a PALS (Post-Seminary Applied Learning and Support) seminar in St Louis. PALS
regularly brings together groups of recent seminary graduates throughout the first three years of their ministries to worship, study, and discuss new ministry experiences in the company of an experienced pastor. This session was for Pastors and wives. Pastor Clayton leads the PALS sessions in SID.
●The SID conference will be February 3-5, 2022 in Fairview Heights. Zion will need to designate a lay delegate to
attend with Pastor.
Treasurer’s report:
●Laurie reported that, with the exception of the Preschool account, funds were sufficient to meet obligations. The
Preschool is scheduled to remit $12,000 within the next week. Laurie will meet with the Preschool director to
clarify policies and procedures. MMSP to accept Treasurer’s report.

Continued on next page
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Council Meeting Minutes continued from previous page
Board of Finance Report:
●Lionel reported that previous problems accessing monthly reports were resolved after Geoff Phillips completed
the switchover of computers.
○2021 Budget YTD – $173,413.20
○2021 Actual YTD – $148,528.73 (-$24,884.47) [This was updated orally to reflect an additional $6,506.80
from an interbank deposit that Lauri reported and Finance had been unaware of prior to the meeting.
Corrected: Actual YTD = $155,035.53 (-$18,247.67)].
Board of Elders Report:
●Two Zion signs await installation along highways into Mascoutah.
●Elders plan to begin evening devotions September 2.
●Elders may combine Rally Day and Friendship Sunday into a single event.
●Elders continue to monitor CDC guidance re COVID and variants, and pending any change to current guidance,
likely will curtail Saturday evening services in September due to lack of attendance.
●Tony Lara will discuss confirmation policy with Pastor.
Board of Education Report: No report
Board of Trustees Report:
●Paint Sanctuary – painting schedules for September/October
●Meditation Garden sinkhole – nearing completion
●Sanctuary Lighting – Bill at ACE Hardware now has energy efficient bulbs in stock, is submitting grant paperwork.
●HVAC Repair – Weeke awaiting parts/pieces to begin work.
●New Property:
○Member of congregation interested in buying/moving house declined due to inability to obtain necessary
permits, waivers; Mike will now advertise via social media.
○Mike cancelled utilities; we will maintain insurance on house until it is removed from property.
○Mike obtained paperwork for County taxes; Laurie will pay this month.
○Mike has begun getting bids to backfill basement; will try to schedule within day or two of house’s
removal/destruction.
○Mike is determining what can be salvaged and sold if house is destroyed.
●Preschool
○Several items (removal of metal cabinet, installation of shelving) completed.
○Gym floor needs waxing this year. MMSP to complete prior to Preschool starting for $1000.
●Parsonage – minor repairs made during transfer from Makeys to Steins.
●Office Items Needed – need McAfee, external hard drive, and second monitor for new computer.
President’s report: Nothing to report
Old Business: None

New Business: Voter’s Assembly, August 12 @ 7 p.m.
Next Meeting – Thursday, September 2 @ 7 p.m.
Adjournment – MMSP to adjourn.
Closed with Lord’s Prayer.
Lionel E. Timmerman, Acting Secretary
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Zion Lutheran Church
101 S. Railway
Mascoutah, IL 62258
BIBLE STUDY
Sunday 8:45 to 9:30 AM In-Person
and on Zoom
SUNDAY SCHOOL &
YOUTH BIBLE CLASS
Sunday 8:45 AM
WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday 7:00 PM In-Person
Sunday 10:00 AM In-Person
and on FaceBook

Address Service Requested

Worship Topics This Month

September 5 — 14th Sunday after Trinity — Luke 17:11-19
— “With Thankfulness in Our Hearts”
September 12 — 15th Sunday after Trinity — Matthew 6:24-34
— “Do Not Be Anxious”
September 19 — 16th Sunday after Trinity — Luke 7:11-17
— “Seeing With Jesus’ Eyes”
September 26 — 17th Sunday after Trinity — Luke 14:1-11
— Sem. Don Stein to Preach

Please join us in worship to hear more about the Good News!

