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Humor 

 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT  
SERVICES TO END  

IN NOVEMBER 
 

Since Sunday morning services have been 
more open and available, the Saturday 
night services have dropped dramatically. 
Based on ongoing discussion with the El-
ders, we will end Saturday evening ser-
vices when Advent begins. We will offer 
Saturday night services on November 6, 
13, and 20, but we will not have Saturday 
night services starting November 27. 
Thank you for your understanding.  
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Membership Changes 
 

Baptisms:       Transfer Out:     

        Lee & Kelly Harlan (C)   

        Bella & Maggie Harlan (C) 

                Luke & Claire Harlan (B)        

                to Immanuel, Washington, MO 

From the Pastor 
Give Thanks in All Things. 

 

 November is the month for Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving Day is November 25 this year, and we 

will have the opportunity to gather together in person to recognize God’s great blessings and give thanks 

to Him on that day. But Thanksgiving should be much more than a one-day event. It should fill every 

moment of every day of our lives. 

 That is hard. That is really hard. I started this article with the line, “Give thanks in all things.” 

That sentence did not read, “Give thanks in most things” or “Give thanks in some things” or “Give 

thanks when and if you feel like it on occasion”. Any of those would be much easier. But what I actually 

wrote was “Give thanks in all things”. That is really hard. 

 It is one thing to give thanks when times are good. But what about this year, when we are still 

facing the fears and frustrations of Covid and all that has gone with it? Can we give thanks even now? 

We should. It is easy to give thanks when life is exciting, or we celebrate positive experiences in our life. 

For example, it is easy to give thanks when we rejoice in the birth of a new baby. But what about when 

we face the inevitable tragedies of life, such as the death of a loved one? Can we rejoice then? It is cer-

tainly hard, but it is what we are called to do.   

 Why is it that we can rejoice and give thanks in all things? The answer (while difficult to imple-

ment) is actually quite simple and obvious. Jesus Christ has conquered even the problems and the diffi-

culties and the tragedies that we face throughout life. Jesus Christ has suffered the very worst that life 

could throw at any of us. He was arrested on false charges. He was convicted in a sham of a trial in the 

greatest miscarriage of justice that the world has ever seen. He was beaten, abused, mocked, spit-upon, 

and nailed to a cross. Jesus died. It would seem that the world got Jesus down and beat Him. But yet 

Jesus triumphed. Death itself did not defeat Jesus. Three days later on Easter Morning, Jesus rose from 

the dead. Jesus took the very worst that the world could give, and Jesus triumphed.  

 Because Jesus triumphed over everything—even death itself—we will triumph with Him. As Je-

sus has risen and lives in triumph in glory, so we will triumph and live in glory with Him. When our 

eternity is not in question, everything else becomes rather trivial. 

 We have been given the real and ultimate victory in Jesus Christ. That is why we can be thank-

ful in all things, because we can be thankful in the ultimate thing. We will have God’s grace and pres-

ence with us in each and every moment of our lives, both the good and the bad. God’s grace is sufficient 

and we can rely on Him. “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forev-

er!” (Psalm 106:1)  

 We can have ultimate confidence, regardless of the situation around us. Because of that, we can 

give thanks in all things. 

 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Clayton  
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Organ Recital 
featuring 

Benjamin Kolodziej 
Organist at Perkins Chapel at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, TX 

Organist and Choirmaster at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Dallas, TX 

Member, Faith Lutheran LCMS in Plano, TX 

 

and 

 

Zion’s 3 Manual/36 Rank Parsons Pipe Organ 

Sunday, November 14, 3pm 

Zion Lutheran/Mascoutah, IL 
101 S. Railway 

(618) 566-7345  

Free-will offering will be received to support the cost of this recital. 
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November is upon us, leading us to reflect on how thankful we are for the gracious volunteers 

who have given of their time and abilities to help others in the congregation. Through the 

Helping Hands program, our volunteers have been able to meet the needs of others in eight 

instances since May. Opportunities have been simple, such as transportation to an appoint-

ment, doing some light yard work, and even just sitting with an elderly member. We would 

really like to see our volunteer list grow, so that we are well-prepared to meet needs as they 

arise. Please prayerfully consider adding your name to our list of volunteers. 

 

 

If you are in need of help, or know of a church member who is, 

please don’t hesitate to contact one of our coordinators. 

  

Jordan Rehfeldt (high4you2001@yahoo.com, 618-980-8475) 

Lesley Eads (eadslesley@yahoo.com, 618-623-2360) 

Dan Eads (eadsdl@gmail.com, 618-623-2760) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Puzzle night fundraiser, held by the Youth Group, will be on 
Saturday, November 6th (doors open at 5:30 and event starts at 
6pm). It is $12 a person or $40 for a team of 4. There will be several 
chances to win gift cards/prizes! There will be food and beverages 
available for purchase, a bake sale, and a 50/50 raffle which will all 
go towards the youth group fund. Space is limited, so please re-
serve your spot in advance! Sign-up sheets are in the back of the 
narthex, or you can email Lindsay Murphy at lindsaySmur-
phy@gmail.com to sign up (please include how many people you 
are signing up for in your email). Pay at the door (cash or check ac-
cepted). This is planned as an in-person event, but if an-
yone would prefer to attend virtually instead, please let 
Lindsay Murphy know, and we will be happy to work on 
accommodating this. Also, if you would like to donate a 
baked good for the bake sale, a sign-up sheet is in the 
narthex for that as well. 

mailto:lindsaySmurphy@gmail.com
mailto:lindsaySmurphy@gmail.com
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Zion is once again participating in Operation Christmas Child.  

This is a wonderful opportunity to help spread the gospel to children around the world. 

Last year we sent 101 shoeboxes to children in Rwanda and Columbia. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to help another 100 children? 

 

Shoeboxes are available in the narthex. Along with the shoeboxes are pamphlets that  

contain more information AND the label where you can mark if the shoebox is for a girl or boy.  

Filled shoeboxes with labels affixed on the outside can be returned to Zion at any time prior to  

November 14, 2021. 

 

We are also seeking monetary donations to help cover shipping costs of $9 per box. 

 

Please prayerfully consider participating in this mission.  

 

 
If you have any questions, please reach out to Zion’s project leader, Kara Simon: 

ksimon619@gmail.com or 314-494-8616 

mailto:ksimon619@gmail.com
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Fall is here! We have been busy these first months of school. 

We have learned about Pumpkins, Fire Safety, and Kind-

ness. We also celebrated at the end of the month by wearing 

costumes to school and attending a pumpkin-carving devo-

tion with Pastor Clayton.   

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Butter Braid 

Fundraiser. We raised over $3,500.00! We were able to pur-

chase a new sensory table for Miss Amy’s class as well as some new chairs for the snack ta-

bles. Thank you all so much for your continued support of our preschool fundraiser! 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 3rd and 4th. Miss Amy and Miss 

Emily are looking forward to talking with their preschool parents and sharing information 

about their children.  

 

Our Friday Parents Morning Out program is also off to a fabulous start!! If you are interest-

ed in more information on this brand new program, you can email 

me at zionpreschooldirector2020@gmail.com.   

 

Vikki Harms 

Zion Preschool Director 

 
 

 

WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING 
TRANSFER THE BLESSINGS 

 

How can you touch lives and share in the work of the Gospel through your lifetime plan 

for giving? As called and chosen children of God, we know He has a plan for our life. God 

has called us to be managers of His creation while we are living and when our time on 

earth is past. We are to Transfer the Blessings entrusted to us to be a blessing to others. 

That is our calling. Pass it on! God has placed a Lifetime Plan for Giving in each Chris-

tian’s heart. The goal of the LCMS Foundation is to help Christians bring that plan to 

the surface and make it a reality. To accomplish this, members of Zion are encouraged to 

support the Lifetime Plan for Giving program. The Lifetime Plan for Giving is a gift plan-

ning process that strengthens every Christian’s walk in life. Through this relationship, 

Lutherans develop a Lifetime Plan for Giving that transfers what God has entrusted to 

them on to family and to the Lord’s work. Scott Radden, Gift Planning Counselor for the 

SID, will assist members of Zion in understanding tax benefits and establish gifts to fam-

ily and ministry consistent with their personal goals. Contact Scott to establish an estate 

plan that includes the Lords' work as well as passing blessings along to family in an ef-

fective way. For more information, or to set up a free consultation, contact Scott Radden 

at scott.radden@lfnd.org or call him at (618) 977-4049. 

mailto:zionpreschooldirector2020@gmail.com
mailto:scott.radden@lfnd.org
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Sunday School has many things to be thankful for this year. 

We'd like to welcome Sharon Morris to our Sunday School 

staff as the 1st/2nd grade teacher! 

 

If you would like your child to join us for the first time, please 

join us in the sanctuary at 8:45am on Sunday. All are wel-

come! 

 

Be on the lookout for Christmas program rehearsals to begin this month. We are 

looking for someone to plan and run the Happy Birthday Jesus party and someone 

willing to donate a Thrivent card to help with the cost. See Candy or Alicia if you're 

interested.  

 

The position of Assistant Superintendent is up for election at the December voter's 

meeting. If you feel passionate about Christian Children's ministry and are available 

for a two year position, please see Candy Andres or Alicia Suedmeyer.  

 

"And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 

one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And 

whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."  

Colossians 3:15-17 

 

 

 
 

 

My Echo article is on thanksgiving, which coincides with Thursday, November 25, Thanks-

giving Day this year. Many of us don't realize how lucky we are to have our faith and our 

health. I thank the Lord every day for the blessings which God has given me. With strong 

faith in God, we see how the Lord can get us through our trials, tribulations, and bumps in 

the road.  

 

I read many Bible verses and I think this one sums it up quite nicely: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-

18, “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will 

for you in Christ Jesus.” 

 

This Thanksgiving, reflect back on the blessing God has given you, and rejoice and give 

thanks.   

 

In Christ’s name, 

Tom Sax 
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Sometimes people don’t like it when pastors talk about stewardship. For some, it hits too close 

to home. It is easier to talk about bad people in Washington, in history, or wherever than it is 

to think about what our daily life in Christ is supposed to look like and how we are supposed 

to love our neighbor. 
 

The fact that we don’t like it certainly means we ought to face it. So, here are a few simple and practical reali-

ties. 

 

God calls us to first-fruits, sacrificial giving. That means that we should give off the top. We should set a per-

centage of our income as a deliberate gift for the work of the Church and then give that first. We write the 

check to the Lord’s work in the Church before we pay the mortgage or pay for our medicine or pay for anything 

else. We don’t pay for all the stuff we need – and stuff we think we need – and then give from what is left over. 

That is the first-fruits idea. It is hard because we think we need all sorts of other things first. But that is the 

point of “sacrificial.” 

 

Next, how could the starting point for Christian generosity and sacrifice really be anything less than a tithe – 

10%? The ceremonial law of the Old Testament was never arbitrary. In the Old Testament, the Levites re-

ceived this tithe so that they could be full-time ministers. 

 

Does the New Testament have a ministry that is larger or smaller? It is far larger: “Make disci-ples of all na-

tions” (Matt. 28:19). And we are still to have a full-time ministry: “The Lord has commanded that those who 

preach the Gospel should make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor 9:14). So if 10% is what it took in the Old 

Testament, and we have a bigger mission need in the New Testament, how can we expect the Lord’s work to 

be done on less than a tithe? 

 

By first-fruits, sacrificial, and generous giving – that’s how. We shouldn’t fool ourselves into thinking that 

we’ve outgiven God’s goodness or that we’ve given plenty. We might be tempted to think that way, but consid-

er that no one in the Church has given plenty because no one has given all. No one has died for his sins. Only 

the sinless Son of God did that. 

 

St. Paul brought the Good News of Jesus into the discussion of our giving to support the Lord’s work in the 

Church when he wrote: “I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love 

also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:8-9). 

 

As you can see, what the Bible commands about our stewardship can sting. It’s Law, and the Law shows our 

sins. It calls us to repentance. The Law is meant to expose and accuse for the sake of showing us Christ and 

His fulfillment of the Law. So if first-fruits, sacrificial giving has you squirming, that’s the point. 

 

In Mark’s account of the feeding of the 4,000, Jesus took the disciples’ seven loaves and blessed them. It was 

nothing among so many, but, of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes something from nothing. Mark doesn’t say 

that all the disciples gave Jesus all the bread they had. It is quite pos-sible that some of them held something 

back. But even if they did, that didn’t stop Jesus from blessing them. Jesus makes something out of nothing. 

He, who fed His people in the desert with Manna every morning, doesn’t need their bread. 

 

But they need to give it. And what they give – however little it might be and however grudgingly they do so – 

He blesses. He not only blesses those whom He feeds with it, but He blesses them – the givers. He blesses the 

givers not just in that they wind up with a basketful for each loaf, but they are blessed by learning to trust 

and rejoice in Him. 

 

The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away. The Lord gives abundantly, or He asks us to fast. We do not know 

what will happen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. He does all things well, and He works all things together 

for good. The disciples don’t give their bread to Jesus because it is a good investment. They give it because He 

is good, because they love Him, and because they trust Him. Let us go and do likewise. 
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??? Who Do I Contact ??? 

ADULT NEW MEMBER/INSTRUCTION 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 
 

ALTAR GUILD 

Lita Timmerman  618-806-2617 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Marianne McDaniel 618-789-1602 

Amanda Ganey  618-789-3157 

Jeannette Schorfheide 618-304-5405 

 
BOARD OF FINANCE  

Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993 

Deb Heck  618-792-0723 

Jenny Kneschke 618-566-9919 

 
CHURCH BUSINESS 

President — Dale Wehmeyer  618-566-8114 

V. President — Ben Eatherton  618-203-0053 
 

CONFIRMATION  CLASSES 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 
 

EVANGELISM QUESTIONS 

Bessie Fick  515-230-9937 

Tony Lara, Elder 618-530-8886 

 
HELPING Hands 

Leslie Eads  618-623-2360 

Jordan Rehfeldt  618-980-8475 
 

LADIES AID/LWML 

Pinky Ahner 618-698-0555 

 

Men’s Club 

Ray Kemezys 618-624-6625 

Joe Crismon  270-762-6618 

 
MUSIC 

Choir/Organ- Josh & Nancy Peterson  

618-973-8169 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Prayer requests - Contact Church Office  

To be added to prayer chain please  

contact Marlene Lockwood @ 618-566-4597 

 

 

PRESCHOOL 

Director - Vikki Harms 618-334-2261 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Tom Sax, Elder  618-401-3490 

 

SPIRITUAL CONCERNS/QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Board of Elders:  

A-G: Tom Sax 618-401-3490 

H-L: Randy Schorfheide 618-304-4422 

M-R: Jeff Fick 515-230-6459 

S-Z: Tony Lara 618-530-8886 

 
STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS 

Randy Schorfheide, Elder  618-304-4422 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Superintendent— Alicia Suedmeyer 

                               618-944-9631 

Assistant Superintendent— Candy Andres 

                                                618-566-8019 

 

THRIVENT 

Eldon Ahner 618-588-4215 

Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993 

Glenda Pike 618-806-3656 

 
TRUSTEES/BLDG. MAINTENANCE 

Trustees@ZionMascoutah.com 

Gadge Corey  618-477-2716 

Mike Twenhafel  618-363-1955 

Kurt Bretz 618-558-6747 

Alex Tubbs 618-610-1089 
 

WELCOME COMMITTEE 

Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993 

 
WORSHIP QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Jeff Fick, Elder  515-230-6459 

 
YOUTH GROUP 

Lindsay Murphy 618-530-7297 
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November 7 

"The Father of Solomon, by Uriah's Wife" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

The story of David and Bathsheba is a scan-

dalous tale of adultery, treachery, and mur-

der—but it also shows God's undeserved mer-

cy for David and for us. 

(2 Samuel 12:13) 

November 14 

"Jesus Keeps Filling" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

In one way or another, we are all broken, 

cracked vessels. Life leaks out, but Jesus 

keeps filling. 

(2 Samuel 14:14) 

November 21 

"Between Now and Eternity Thee Is 

Much to Do!" 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Hector Hoppe 

In Christ, God forgives our past and secures 

our future. Dr. Hector Hoppe says, here in the 

present, there is much we can do. 

(Jude 1:20-25) 

November 28 

"TBD" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Mascoutah  
Food  Pantry 
items needed  
for November 

 
Breakfast Bars, 
Pop Tarts, 
Old-Fashioned 
Oats, 
Instant Oats, 
Mashed  
Potatoes, 
Beef Broth, 
Chicken Broth, 
Salt 
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11/01  Katie Crismon 

11/01  Max Lara 

11/01  Sven Peterson 

11/02  Lily McDaniel 

11/03  Nicholas Linnertz 

11/04  Emma Brand 

11/05  Melissa Kohnen 

11/05  Matt Krausz 

11/05  Andy Sax 

11/07  Gadge Corey 

11/07  Ernie Lockwood 

11/10  Joseph Rueter IV 

11/15  Dan Morra 

11/18  Kirk Clayton 

11/22  Kenny Rakers 

11/23  Isaiah Clayton 

11/23  Jeannette Schorfheide 

11/26  Leif Peterson 

11/26  Robyn Rakers 

11/27  Nathan Stangle 

11/26  Michelle Underwood 

11/28  Viktor Hatcher 

11/29  Roy Klingelhoefer 

11/29  Ami Linnertz 

11/29  Marlene Lockwood 

11/02  Glenda Pike 

11/02  Sharon Weier 

11/04  Ahren Kneschke 

11/04  Max Lara 

11/05  Chelsea Eatherton 

11/06  Rebecca Allen 

11/07  Hannah Drinnon 

11/07  Jordan Rehfeldt 

11/07  Aspen Sax 

11/08  Emerson Segelhorst 

11/10  Kim Drinnon 

11/10  Dawson Rowold 

11/11  Lori Clayton 

11/12  Jen Lara 

11/14  Ian Hutchinson 

11/15  Brady Twenhafel 

11/15  Grace Wambold 

11/16  Cohen Merrill 

11/17  Savannah Murphy 

11/19  Darla Lancey 

11/19  Zackery Schreiber 

11/21  Alexander Allen 

11/22  Jessica Hatcher 

11/23  Rosie Hatcher 

11/23  Benjamin Pannier 

11/23  Jeannette Schorfheide 

11/23  Jennifer Trame 

11/25  Hunter Phillips 

11/26  Garrett Sax 

11/28  Sven Peterson 

11/30  Andrew Dunn 

11/30  Ashton Dunn 

11/30  Brennen Dunn 

11/30  Cadence Dunn 

11/??   Pat Meier 

11/21  Todd & Laurie Fournie 

11/28  Eldon & Pinky Ahner 

11/28  Dick & Elizabeth Bogue 

Flowers for  
November 

 

7  Krausz family, in celebration of 

Melissa & Matt’s birthdays. 

 

14  In honor of Veterans Day. 

 

21 Randy & Jeannette  

Schorfheide, in celebration of 

their birthdays. 

 

28 

 

LWML  ~ November 18th 
 
Devotion and Topic: A Time to Gain,  

                                  A Time to Lose  (Pinky Ahner) 

 

Special Mission Offering: Mascoutah Tree of Hope 

 

Activities:  Fall Stocking workshop? 

                  Talk about what we are Thankful for. 

                  Secret Pal Program 

 

Hostesses: Glenda Pike & Kim Drinnon 

 

Altar Guild Schedule 

for November 
 

7    Lita Timmerman 

14  Gail Frey 

28  Jenny Kneschke 



 

 

  

Zion Lutheran Church 

101 S. Railway 

Mascoutah, IL  62258 
 

BIBLE STUDY 

 Sunday 8:45 to 9:30 AM In-Person  

     and on Zoom 

SUNDAY SCHOOL &  

YOUTH BIBLE CLASS 

 Sunday 8:45 AM  

WORSHIP SERVICES 

 Saturday 7:00 PM In-Person 

 Sunday 10:00 AM  In-Person  

     and on FaceBook 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

Worship Topics This Month 

November 7 — All Saints’ Day — 1 John 3:1-3 

  — Sem. Don Stein to Preach 

November 14 — 24th Sunday after Trinity — Matthew 9:18-26 

  — “Gallows Humor” 

November 21 — Last Sunday of the Church Year  

  — Matthew 25:1-13 — “Lipstick” 

November 25 — Thanksgiving Day — Deuteronomy 8:1-10 

  — “Humility and Happiness” 

November 28 — First Sunday in Advent — Matthew 21:1-9 

  — “That’s Not What Kings Do” 

Please join us in worship to hear more about the Good News! 


