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From the Pastor 
As we enter the month of October, my thoughts always turn to 

Reformation Day, October 31. This is the day that Martin Luther 

nailed his 95 Theses on the door of the Castle Church in 

Wittenberg, Germany, setting the events of the Reformation in 

place. One of the outcomes of the Reformation was that the church, 

as a whole, began to sing again. For the previous centuries, the vast 

majority of the singing in church was done by the priests, monks, 

and select choirs. Luther restored hymnody to the whole 

congregation, and the congregations responded with great 

enthusiasm and gusto! The Lutheran Church became known as 

“The Singing Church!” (By the way, early Lutherans loved their 

hymns so much that they gathered as entire congregations in the 

middle of the week just to learn the new hymns that Luther and 

others were writing, so they could sing them boldly and confidently 

on Sunday!) 

 

Many Lutherans have maintained this strong tradition of singing 

hymns together, and people notice! At the Issues Etc. “Making the 

Case Conference” this past summer, Professor Robert P. George, a 

respected professor at Princeton, gave a presentation and then also 

experienced a Lutheran Hymn Festival. Dr. George was amazed at 

the vibrant singing. He wrote,   
 

continued on the next page 
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From the Pastor continued from page 1 

 

"Whatever your tradition of faith or denomination, if you ever have an opportunity to worship with the 

Missouri Synod Lutherans, don't pass it up. These are folks who know how to make a joyful noise unto 

the Lord! I promise you, you have never heard such congregational singing of traditional hymns. Truly 

edifying." 

 

One of my pastoral colleagues, both from the time I served in the CID, and now in the SID, also read Dr. 

George’s comments on hymns, and he wrote an article for his congregation about the joys of Lutherans 

singing hymns. Here is Pastor Strong’s article for his congregation, referencing the quote from Dr. Rob-

ert P. George:  

 

“Of course, I’ve known the truth of what he says for a long time. I attended a small Lutheran church in 

Decatur, IL and the hymnody (little pagan that I was) stirred me. In each parish I served the folk could 

impress me with their singing. I served for twenty-eight years at Trinity Lutheran Church in Spring-

field, IL and I never got tired of the singing. Sometimes I’d choke up and not be able to even croak out 

the words (I’m not such a good singer), sometimes I’d stop singing so I could focus on the words of the 

hymn. My present congregation, although small, does not lack men and women who are willing to sing 

joyfully. 

 

“One of my favorite hymns is “How Firm a Foundation” printed in our hymnal, “Lutheran Service Book,” 

as # 728.  And it’s at verse three that I usually stop and ponder the comforting and powerful words it 

conveys to me. 

 

"The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!” 

 

“I think about those words all of the time. I might forsake Him as Peter did, but He will never forsake 

me.  I might live as Paul did for a time – a murder and hater of Christ and Christians, but He will never 

ever forsake me. Do you have a hymn that brings special comfort or insight? It’s good if you do. (I’d be 

happy to hear your thoughts on your special hymn, by the way.)  

 

“St. Paul in Ephesians chapter five admonishes the Ephesian Christians to sing, and his words carry to 

us as well.  ‘18 … be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for every-

thing to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

 

“The peace of the Lord be with you.” 

  

(Written by Pastor Strong, Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Farmersville, IL) 

 

Hymns are a treasure of the Church. The Church lives from the Word and Sacraments, in which God 

gives Himself to us in His grace and forgiveness. The Word and Sacraments are central to our Christian 

life. Hymnody is, in my mind, also a treasure of tremendous value, in large part because many hymns 

are just rhyming paraphrases of Scripture itself. As we sing hymns, we also encounter God’s Word. Oth-

er hymns, even if they do not paraphrase Scripture directly, express deep truths of the Christian faith in 

a way that linger with us throughout our lives.  

 

This month, as we remember the Reformation, we rejoice in God’s gift of hymnody, the opportunity to 

sing hymns together, as a tremendous blessing for His Church. Thanks be to God!  

 

In Christ, Pastor Clayton  



 

 

Membership Changes 
 

Transfer Out:     

Trisha Boehm (C)    Matt, Christa, & Gianna Sink (C) 

Avery Boehm (B), & Robert Boehm (B)  Heston & Eli Sink (B) 

To Trinity Lutheran, Hoyleton, IL  to Immanuel Lutheran, Wentzville, MO  
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Looking ahead to November, we are happy to welcome organist, Benjamin Kolodziej,  to southern 

Illinois! On Saturday, November 13, he will accompany a silent movie at Messiah Lutheran 

Church in Carlyle. On Sunday, November 14 at 3:00 PM, he will present an organ recital here at 

Zion.  More details to follow! 

After the Rally Sunday 

events, Zion hosted a 

Fellowship Meal and 

games. Thanks to the 

Men's Club for helping 

cook the hamburgers 

and hot dogs, and 

thanks to the Elders for 

helping serve the meal!  

Families also 

joined in for a 

game of Bags. 

We rejoice in 

the opportunity 

to be together! 

Families enjoyed the Fellowship Meal 

outdoors at Maple Park, in the tradition 

of the "Church Picnic!"  

After the Fellowship Meal, the 

youth enjoyed a game of Kickball.  

 

Rally Day 

Sept. 12 
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BIBLE STUDY ON THE PASTORAL EPISTLES  

WITH SEM. DON STEIN 
Zion Lutheran Church in Mascoutah, IL has helped raise up many men to become pastors 

over the years. Many words of wisdom have been shared with those men. (Just think, what 

advice would you give a young pastor?) Raising up men for ministry has always been part of 

the church's mission, beginning even before the Scriptures were totally written! St. Paul 

gives advice to two young pastors in these letters we know today as "The Pastoral Epistles," 

namely 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus. His advice is not only for young pastors, however. 

It has real application to all leaders in God's church, all leaders in Christian homes, and all 

Christians in particular. Come and discover the gifts God has given to His church through 

the Pastoral Office! This Adult Bible Class will meet in the Fellowship Hall in the church 

basement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY WITH MARIANNE MCDANIEL 
Zion will now offer two options for Adult Bible Study. One will be the traditional Bible Class 

in the church basement with Sem. Don Stein. The second will be a BIBLE OVERVIEW 

taught by Marianne McDaniel in the sanctuary. From Marianne: "I have heard people men-

tion that they are not comfortable attending Adult Bible class because they do not feel they 

know the Bible well enough. I want to invite you to join me for a Bible Study that will follow 

the same curriculum as the 5th/6th grade confirmation class. It is a 30 lesson Bible overview. 

Do you have a child in the confirmation class?—join us so you can continue to have a discus-

sion at home. Don’t feel like you know the Bible well enough?—join us to get a bit more com-

fortable. Can’t get to church for 8:45 class?—join us at 9 in the sanctuary (I will be leading 

singing for Sunday School until then, but you are welcome to join us for that too!) So, drop 

your kids off, run and get your coffee and meet us at 9!" 
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 Greetings to Zion members, 

 

We apologize for the variability in the temps in the church services lately. The AC unit is 

not working correctly, and our repair work is waiting on parts from the supplier. We will 

again contact Weeke Service and Supply to find out if they can just do some partial work 

to at least get the sanctuary a little more comfortable for service times. 

 

Our next Southern IL District Convention will be held Feb 23 – 25, 2022. We will be 

needing a lay delegate from our congregation for this event. If you are interested, please 

contact me or Pastor.   

 

The constitution committee continues to look at the church constitution as several points 

were brought forward after the last voters meeting. We will continue to work on this un-

til ready for voter’s review. 

 

As the end of year approaches, please consider the opportunity to serve on one of Zion’s 

boards.  Elections will be in December, so we need to start thinking about the open posi-

tions and candidates to fill them.   

 

We look forward to October with some cooler weather, school again in session, and fall 

harvest getting underway.  

 

Blessings to you, 

Dale Wehmeyer, President 
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The start of preschool this year has been great! We began our 

school year with a virtual parent orientation on Wednesday, 

September 1st. We were also able to host small meet and greets 

with our students and parents on Thursday, September 2nd. Our 

first official day of school was Tuesday, September 7th. This year 

we are back to all In Person learning! Our first Jesus Time les-

sons with Pastor Clayton were about how God created the world 

and most importantly, Us!!! 

 

Our fundraiser this year is once again Butter Braids, Cookie Dough, and Pizzas. Who 

doesn’t love a good butter braid?! These products arrive frozen and can be prepared for the 

coming holidays. The order forms will be in the Narthex every Sunday after church and 

during the week through Wednesday, September 29th. You can also order online at: 

https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/fa670e0d-bb6a-4baa-bd30-b2380669099f.   

Or check out our preschool Facebook page for a direct link!   

https://www.facebook.com/ZionMascoutahPreschool   

 

All orders will be available for pick-up on Saturday, October 9th at 9:30 a.m.  The money we 

raise will help us purchase additional toys and equipment for the gym. Thank you to every-

one for helping to support our program by making a purchase. 

 

Preschool doors will be locked on all school mornings. Due to 

COVID, only students and staff are allowed to be in the 

building during preschool hours.   

 

God Bless, 

Vikki Harms, Zion Preschool Director 

 

 

 

 

Happy Fall! (At least I am hopeful that we are nearing cooler weather!) 

 

Sunday School celebrated Rally Sunday as a kickoff to fall Sunday School on Septem-

ber 12th. We enjoyed a picnic at Maple Park with the congregation and a kickball game 

organized by the youth. Hopefully each and every one of you has found a Bible class to 

enjoy on Sunday morning. If not, please talk to me, Alicia Suedmeyer, or Pastor to find 

the right one for you! We all need to demonstrate to the youth of our congregation that 

Bible education never stops! 

 

The Board of Ed is planning a Trunk or Treat in the church parking 

lot on Friday night, October 29th. Would you like to decorate your 

trunk and pass out candy and share a little Jesus? We will have a 

sign-up next month.   

 

Marianne McDaniel 

https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/fa670e0d-bb6a-4baa-bd30-b2380669099f
https://www.facebook.com/ZionMascoutahPreschool
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Happy Fall! Rally Day was a rallying success with over 40 children 

in attendance! Thank you to all who helped make Rally Day a suc-

cess! Please remember that Sunday School starts at 8:45 and we 

may not have anyone to watch your child beforehand if you arrive 

too early. Please wait in the narthex for a member of the Sunday 

School staff before leaving your children for Sunday School. We will always start at 

8:45 singing with Mrs. McDaniel before heading downstairs for classes at 9:00. 

 

Our Rally Day lesson focused on Jesus being our friend and how He is there for us 

even though we can't see him. We can still talk to Him, listen to Him, and rely on 

Him. Throughout this Sunday School year, we will revisit that message as a reminder 

that we never walk alone. On that note, I would like to thank Candy Andres for step-

ping in at the last minute this past June to serve as the Assistant Sunday School Su-

perintendent as I complete the vacancy left by Jenna Dunn. I am grateful to not be 

walking alone physically or spiritually in this very important service to the children of 

our church! We wish Jenna and her family well in their new placement, and are look-

ing for nominations or volunteers to run for the office of Assistant Sunday School Su-

perintendent in the December Voter's meeting election. If you are interested, or want 

to nominate someone, please let Candy or I know as soon as possible. If you are think-

ing about it, please let me know and I can get the responsibility descriptions for the 

office to you as you consider serving our church's most important members. 

 

In Christ's Service, Alicia Suedmeyer 

 

 

 
 

 

 

As this will be my last Echo article as an elder, I'd like to thank you for your support and 

prayers during my term of service. I have appreciated and enjoyed the blessing of serving as 

your elder and thank God for each and every member of Zion.  

 

The time of closure is often a time of reflection, and with a pandemic occurring during my 

time as elder, I certainly have plenty to reflect on in that matter, but I prefer to reflect on the 

many calls and conversations that I've had with so many of you. I have enjoyed every home 

visit and have not taken for granted the blessing of praying for you and your loved ones. Your 

spiritual wellness will always be important to me, so please know that I will continue to lift 

you up in prayer and am always just a phone call away.  

 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 

the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:6-7 

 
In Christ's Service, Tony Lara  
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 Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, 

the Word and instruction of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us 

to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal. 6:6). 

 But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the law. We 

are bearing fruits of the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son our Lord Jesus 

Christ. In other words, we’re not just doing what our Father said, we’re also doing what He did. 

 Children emulate their parents. When they grow up, they often carry many of the same manner-

isms and characteristics as their parents. But there is more to it than that. Children copy their parents 

even on a more mundane level. They watch how their parents cross their legs, how they fold their hands, 

how they stand and sit and walk, and how they do and say most everything. Then children try to copy it. 

 This can be quite humorous when caught in the act. They do this even when parents don’t want 

them to. Everyone has been in the uncomfortable – and embarrassing situation – where a child does or 

says something one of their parents have done or said that is less than polite. Sitcoms thrive on these. It 

only works because of the truth that children emulate their parents, and they do it because they want to 

be like them. 

 We are the children of God – by grace through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares 

of us what He declared of Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan, “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased.” God the Father claims us as His own. He takes away all our sins. In exchange, He gives us 

His righteousness, His purity, His holiness, and His Spirit – by which we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 

 We are born again – born from above, born of water and the Spirit – to a new life in Christ as 

His children. We are sons of God in Christ through Baptism. Since we are sons, we are heirs who share 

in the glory of the Son of God. The inheritance is ours because of the Father’s grace, mercy, and generos-

ity in sending His Son in time to save us for all eternity. 

 This is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our 

heavenly Father. We want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work 

of the church because we have witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven. 

 More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received our Father’s gifts that we 

desire to give ourselves. His gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As Lu-

ther’s Small Catechism teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: 

 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 

What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to 

all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive 

our daily bread with thanksgiving.  

 
What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support 

and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, 

goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, 

good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faith-

ful neighbors, and the like. 

 

 In other words, He gives us everything that we need for the care of both body and soul. His gen-

erosity knows no bounds. 

 Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the 

beginning of the week and set aside a generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the 

church. This is not done because He has commanded us so to do but rather because we, as His 

children by grace, want to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are 

His children. And children want to be like their parents. 
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??? Who Do I Contact ??? 

ADULT NEW MEMBER/INSTRUCTION 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 
 

ALTAR GUILD 

Lita Timmerman  618-806-2617 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Marianne McDaniel 618-789-1602 

Amanda Ganey  618-789-3157 

Jeannette Schorfheide 618-304-5405 

 
BOARD OF FINANCE  

Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993 

Deb Heck  618-792-0723 

Jenny Kneschke 618-566-9919 

 
CHURCH BUSINESS 

President — Dale Wehmeyer  618-566-8114 

V. President — Ben Eatherton  618-203-0053 
 

CONFIRMATION  CLASSES 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 
 

EVANGELISM QUESTIONS 

Bessie Fick  515-230-9937 

Tony Lara, Elder 618-530-8886 

 
LADIES AID/LWML 

Pinky Ahner 618-698-0555 

 

Men’s Club 

Ray Kemezys 618-624-6625 

Joe Crismon  270-762-6618 

 
MUSIC 

Choir/Organ- Josh & Nancy Peterson  

618-973-8169 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Prayer requests - Contact Church Office  

To be added to prayer chain please  

contact Marlene Lockwood @ 618-566-4597 

 
PRESCHOOL 

Director - Vikki Harms 618-334-2261 

SOCIAL MINISTRY QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Elder   
 

SPIRITUAL CONCERNS/QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Board of Elders:  

A-G: Tom Sax 618-401-3490 

H-L: Randy Schorfheide 618-304-4422 

M-R: Jeff Fick 515-230-6459 

S-Z: Tony Lara 618-530-8886 

 
STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS 

Randy Schorfheide, Elder  618-304-4422 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Superintendent— Alicia Suedmeyer 

                               618-944-9631 

Assistant Superintendent— Candy Andres 

                                                618-566-8019 

 

THRIVENT 

Eldon Ahner 618-588-4215 

Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993 

Glenda Pike 618-806-3656 

 
TRUSTEES/BLDG. MAINTENANCE 

Trustees@ZionMascoutah.com 

Gadge Corey  618-477-2716 

Mike Twenhafel  618-363-1955 

Kurt Bretz 618-558-6747 

Alex Tubbs 618-610-1089 
 

WELCOME COMMITTEE 

Lionel Timmerman 618-806-8993 

 
WORSHIP QUESTIONS 

Pastor Clayton 618-447-1306 

Elder   

 
YOUTH GROUP 

Lindsay Murphy 618-530-7297 
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October 3 

"Approval Cannot Equal Love" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

God places Christians in neighborhoods, 

among neighbors who don't necessarily share 

their beliefs. How should they relate? Dr. Mi-

chael Zeigler talks about avoiding the pitfalls 

of isolation and approval. 

(1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1) 

October 10 

"Giving God Our Garbage" 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Harold Ristau 

Everything belongs to God and there isn't any-

thing anyone could possibly give Him that He 

doesn't already have. And yet, there is one 

thing He desires: our garbage—our sins, our 

shame, our guilt—that He might put it all on 

Jesus. 

(1 Samuel 2:1-10) 

October 17 

"Dead Man, Walking" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

(1 Samuel 3:18) 

October 24 

"He will Take It" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

(1 Samuel 15) 

October 31 

"TBD" 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 

Reformation Day 

Mascoutah  Food  
Pantry 

items needed  for  
October 

 

Chili Beans, 
Kidney Beans, 

Saltines,  
Brown Sugar, 

Tang,  
Ranch  

Dressing 
Taco Sauce,  
BBQ Sauce, 
Dish Soap 
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10/01  Ray McDaniel 

10/02  Dawson Rowold 

10/04  Chelsea Eatherton 

10/06  Ashlee Eatherton 

10/06  Jennifer Hosler 

10/07  Calista Hosler 

10/07  Emerson Segelhorst 

10/07  Jennifer Trame 

10/09  Bjorn Peterson 

10/10  Stefan Drinnon 

10/10  Evangeline Duffie 

10/10  Glenda Pike 

10/10  Brady Twenhafel 

10/11  Joyce Trout 

10/13  Dick Bogue 

10/13  Robin Phillips 

10/13  Amber Schanz 

10/14  Sophia Bretz 

10/14  Sharon Weier 

10/15  Kim Drinnon 

10/15  Matt Wambold 

10/16  Rebecca Allen 

10/17  Jennifer Lara 

10/22  Emily Jensen 

10/23  Rosie Hatcher 

10/24  Nick McDaniel 

10/25  Lori Clayton 

10/25  Terry Crabtree 

10/25  Mia Simon 

10/26  Jacob McDaniel 

10/27  Darla Lancey 

10/29  Shannon Barnard 

10/29  Dawn Corey 

10/29  Eliza Matthews 

10/29  Savannah Murphy 

10/31  Zachary Lorton 

10/02  Laurie Knutson 

10/02  Reese Roehrig 

10/07  Justin Linn 

10/07  Derek Schanz 

10/08  Austin Tanck 

10/10  Ken Knutson 

10/11  Jeff Zimmermann 

10/14  Avery Boehm 

10/16  Chloe Pannier 

10/19  Gadge Corey 

10/19  Ava Pettis 

10/19  Dillan Schorfheide 

10/20  Beatrice Lockwood 

10/22  Maggie Harlan 

10/22  Angie Walter 

10/24  Ashlee Eatherton 

10/26  Grant Ahner 

10/26  Ezri Linnertz 

10/30  Joyce Trout 

10/31  Helen Sauerhage 

10/31  Ramona Witte 

10/02  Mark & Chris Hatcher 

10/10  Ryan & Tiffany Heck 

10/17  Ted & Dawn Ahner 

10/18  Alan & Jenny Kneschke 

Flowers for October 
 

3 

 

10 Timmermans, in memory of 

Mary Timmerman Kovacs. 

 

17 Alan & Jenny Kneschke, in 

honor of their anniversary. 

 

24 Pastor Clayton, in honor of   

Lori’s birthday. 

 

31 Kemezys, in honor of Katie   

Crismon’s birthday. 

LWML  ~ October 21st 
 
Devotion and Topic: Seminarian 

           (or Joyce Hendrix) 

 

Special Mission Offering: Seminarian Food Pantry 

 

Activities: LWML Sunday, Oct. 3rd 

                  Fall Stocking Workshop (Nov.) 

 

Hostesses: Pinky Ahner & Bessie Fick 

 

Altar Guild Schedule 
for October 

 

10  Gail Frey 

24  Linda Hoskins 

31  Lita Timmerman 



 

 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Zion Lutheran Church 

September 2, 2021 
 
Call to order.  

 

Opening prayer/devotion:  Pastor Clayton 

 

Roll call:  Present – Pastor Clayton, Ben Eatherton, Laurie Fournie, Tony Lara, Marianne McDaniel, Lionel Timmerman, 

Mike Twenhafel, and Dale Wehmeyer; Absent – Rachel Bretz. 

 

August council meeting minutes – MMSP to approve minutes. No action taken on July meeting minutes as 

Rachel had not disseminated minutes to council members. 

 

Pastor’s report: 

●Official Acts:   

○July:  

▪Visits:  14 (13 members and 1 non-member) 

▪Congregational Meetings and Activities: 6 

▪Circuit/District/Synod Events: 10 

▪Community Contacts:  1 

▫Pastor noted numbers were reduced due to attendance at Higher Things conference in  

 Colorado, followed by vacation. 

○August:   

▪Visits:  35 (31 members and 4 non-member) 

▪Congregational Meetings and Activities: 12 

▪Circuit/District/Synod Events: 31 

▪Community Contacts:  4 

 

●Esther 4:14 grant for microphone purchase was received; microphone currently is backordered, likely will arrive in  

  October. 

●Zion’s Evangelism Committee will host a workshop entitled “Serving our Communities: Congregational Engagement 

for Community Renewal” on September 25. Several speakers have signed up to highlight mission work being done in 

SID. Pastor encouraged all council members to attend. 

●Rev. Scott Schilbe, Messiah, Carlyle, asked Zion to host Benjamin Kolodziej for an organ recital at Mascoutah on  

November 14. Following extended discussion re possible COVID restrictions, MMSP to host the recital. 

●Pastor provided an assessment sheet he used when considering his recent call, outlining Zion’s strengths and  

weakness and opportunities for growth (see attachment). 

●Pastor asked council members to pray for Zion’s members to return to full, active participation in congregational  

activities. 

 

Treasurer’s report:   

●Laurie reported that funds were sufficient to meet obligations. She met with the Preschool director to clarify policies 

and procedures, and discussed sharing of future expenses in the Preschool building. She currently is working on hav-

ing the PPP loan forgiven. MMSP to accept Treasurer’s report. 

●She noted that she received a bill for a safe deposit box at Regions Bank and asked if it was still needed as we could 

probably store contents in the church safe. Lionel will determine who is authorized access to the box and, if possible, 

inventory contents so council can decide future action. 

 

Board of Finance Report: 

●2021 Budget YTD – $202,315.20 

●2021 Actual YTD – $177,541.55 (-$24,773.85)  

 

Board of Elders Report:   

●Two Zion signs await installation along highways into Mascoutah. 

●Elders plan to begin evening devotions in October. 

●Elders continue to monitor CDC guidance re COVID and variants; after brief discussion, council agreed on the  

following guidance, which Pastor will forward via email and place in the bulletin: 

Continued on next page 
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Council Meeting Minutes continued from previous page 

○In compliance with the Governor’s mask mandate and following the guidance of the LCMS and Southern Illi-

nois District, Zion requests that members wear masks at Zion when they are not able to maintain six feet of sepa-

ration, such as when people are entering and leaving the building and walking between the pews. When people 

are seated in pews with six feet of separation, they may remove masks if they would like. When walking down the 

aisles to receive Communion, please wear your mask until you receive the Communion Elements. Families may 

sit together without masks if they would like.  

●Plans to curtail Saturday evening services are on hold.  

●Tony is discussing confirmation policy and structure with Pastor.  

 

Board of Education Report:   

●Preschool 

○Discussed with Vikki Harms, Preschool Director, making the relationship between the church and Preschool 

more transparent re finances; Vikki will begin providing monthly financial reports for BoE and council. 

○Agreed to include Vikki in future Strategic Planning Committee discussion re Preschool. 

○Enrollment:  Nineteen 4-year-old and fifteen 3-year-old students. School begins September 7. 

●Sunday School. Attendance very low during summer; Rally Sunday scheduled for September 12 to begin new year. 

Following discussion, council decided to provide meal (burgers, hot dogs, chips and drink) after church to encourage 

congregation to participate. BoE to finance, Men’s Club to cook. Kids will engage in kickball, other games. 

●Constitution:  BoE suggested increasing Superintendent term to 4 years, with Assistant elected for 1 year with option 

to extend for second year. Lionel noted constitution (Art IV, Sec I) already allows Superintendent/Assistant to serve 

maximum of 4 years. 

●Trunk or Treat: BoE will sponsor on Friday, October 29. Following short devotional session, kids will be provided 

treats. 

 

Board of Trustees Report: 

●Paint Sanctuary – painting scheduled for September/October. 

●Sanctuary Lighting – Bill at ACE Hardware now has energy efficient bulbs in stock, is submitting grant paperwork. 

●HVAC Repair – Weeke awaiting parts/pieces to begin work; Mike will turn on A/C early Sunday morning to provide 

time for sanctuary to cool. 

●New Property:  

○Several people indicated interest in moving house.  

○Laurie paid county taxes ($4833.22). 

●Preschool: 

○Gym floor waxed. 

○Mike pressure washed building. 

 

President’s report:   

●Evangelism Committee – next meeting September 14. 

●Strategic Planning Committee – next meeting September 8; BoE to guesstimate potential number of preschool  

   students prior to meeting. 

●Constitution Committee – Dale asked all council members to carefully review and provide list of concerns for next 

meeting; Dale discovered a few conflicts when he reviewed this week. 

 

Old Business:  None. 

 
New Business:  None. 

 

Next Meeting – Thursday, October 7 @ 7 pm. 

 

Adjournment – MMSP to adjourn. 

 

Closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Lionel E. Timmerman, Acting Secretary 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

101 S. Railway 

Mascoutah, IL  62258 
 

BIBLE STUDY 

 Sunday 8:45 to 9:30 AM In-Person  

     and on Zoom 

SUNDAY SCHOOL &  

YOUTH BIBLE CLASS 

 Sunday 8:45 AM  

WORSHIP SERVICES 

 Saturday 7:00 PM In-Person 

 Sunday 10:00 AM  In-Person  

     and on FaceBook 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

Worship Topics This Month 

October 3 — 18th Sunday after Trinity — Matthew 22:34-46 

  — “Questions About Christ” 

October 10 — 19th Sunday after Trinity — Matthew 9:1-8 

  — “Hope and Healing” 

October 17 — 20th Sunday after Trinity — Matthew 22:1-14 

  — “I’m Not Sure That Word Means What We Think It   

         Means” 

October 24 — 21st Sunday after Trinity — John 4:46-54 

  — Sem. Moellenhoff to Preach 

October 31 — Reformation Day — John 8:31-36 

  — “Freedom! (In Christ)” 

Please join us in worship to hear more about the Good News! 


