Zion Lutheran Church

Mascoutah, Illinois
July 19, 2026

In the Name of Christ Jesus our Lord, we bid you a warm welcome to our worship service. May your
experience of worship and fellowship with us be spiritually refreshing and ready you for the week ahead.
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Pastor: Rev. Joel A. C. Dietrich
Church Secretary: Robin Phillips
Choir Director Team: Josh and Nancy Peterson

Church Office Phone: 618-566-7345
Pastor Dietrich Cell: 618-978-5400
Office Hours: 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Email: ChurchOffice@ZionMascoutah.org
Pastor Dietrich email: revdietrich@aol.com or Pastor@ZionMascoutah.org
Web site: www.ZionMascoutah.org
Find us at @ZionMascoutah on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
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Electronic Devices
As you enter the sanctuary, we invite you to silence and set aside all phones and electronic devices so we can
fully focus on worship and the Word together. Thank you for helping maintain a peaceful environment.

Prayer to Begin Worship

Merciful Father, we come before You with thankful hearts for the gift of this day and the privilege of worship.
Quiet our minds, lift our eyes to Christ, and open our hearts to Your Word. Renew us by Your grace, strengthen
us in faith, and lead us to serve You with joy. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

MATINS LSB p. 219

The Word of the Gospel Bestows the Righteousness of Christ and Brings Forth Faith

The good Seed, which is “the Son of Man,” Jesus Himself (Matt. 13:37), brings forth a harvest of faith and bears
good fruits in “the sons of the kingdom” (Matt. 13:38). Whatever is sown apart from His Word is of the devil,
who plants the weeds of unbelief and sin, even among the people of God. Thankfully, the Lord is patient and
He does not uproot the weeds, lest the plants also be destroyed. He lets “both grow together until the harvest”
(Matt. 13:30), while He continues to preach repentance and forgiveness of sins. Thus, He preserves His Church
in righteousness, because He alone is “the King of Israel and his Redeemer” (Is. 44:6). Since all things are in
His gracious care and keeping, “fear not, nor be afraid” (Is. 44:8). For “the creation waits with eager longing
for the revealing of the sons of God” (Rom. 8:19), and in this hope we also wait with patience. Though we do
not yet see it, “the Spirit helps us in our weakness” (Rom. 8:26) and, in truth, “the sufferings of this present time
are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rom. 8:18).

Prelude If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee arr. John Behnke
Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns LSB 525

1 Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity.

2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son, The God incarnate born,
Whose arm those crimson trophies won Which now His brow adorn:
Fruit of the mystic rose, Yet of that rose the stem,
The root whence mercy ever flows, The babe of Bethlehem.

3 Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright.

4 Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,

Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die.

5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall;

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all.

Text: Public domain
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hHou I

e

1 I I 1
— |

L J
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-et. A~ men.
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . . . . in His hand;
3 O come, let s worshipand . . . . . . . bow down,
4dForHe. .. .............. is our God,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . . . . . . Him with songs of praise.
2 the strength of the hillsis . . ... ... His_ - 50,
3 let us kneel beforethe . . . . . ... .. Lord,our mak - er
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep  of Hishand.
5 is now, and will be for - - ev - er - men.
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let us wor - ship Him.

Psalm

Sit

Hymn

1

(P) The Lord is my portion;

I promise to keep Your words.

(P) I entreat Your favor with all my heart;

be gracious to me according to Your promise.
(P} When I think on my ways,

I turn my feet to Your testimonies;

(P I hasten and do not delay

to keep Your commandments.

(P) Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me,

I do not forget Your law.

(P) At midnight I rise to praise You,

because of Your just and righteous decrees.
(P) I am a companion of all who fear You,

of those who keep Your precepts.

(P) The earth, O Lord, is full of Your steadfast love;
teach me Your statutes!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

and the Ho-ly Spir - it.

If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee

LSB 221

Psalm 119:57—64; antiphon: v. 89

LSB 750

If thou but trust in God to guide thee And hope in Him through all thy ways,
He’ll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee, And bear thee through the evil days.
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love Builds on the rock that naught can move.



2 What can these anxious cares avail thee, These never-ceasing moans and sighs?
What can it help if thou bewail thee O’er each dark moment as it flies?
Our cross and trials do but press The heavier for our bitterness.

3 Be patient and await His leisure In cheerful hope, with heart content
To take whate’er thy Father’s pleasure And His discerning love hath sent,
Nor doubt our inmost wants are known To Him who chose us for His own.

4 God knows full well when times of gladness Shall be the needful thing for thee.
When He has tried thy soul with sadness And from all guile has found thee free,
He comes to thee all unaware And makes thee own His loving care.

5 Nor think amid the fiery trial That God hath cast thee off unheard,
That he whose hopes meet no denial Must surely be of God preferred.
Time passes and much change doth bring And sets a bound to ev’rything.

6 All are alike before the Highest; *Tis easy for our God, we know,
To raise thee up, though low thou liest, To make the rich man poor and low.
True wonders still by Him are wrought Who setteth up and brings to naught.

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, Perform thy duties faithfully,
And trust His Word; though undeserving, Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.
God never yet forsook in need The soul that trusted Him indeed.

Text: Public domain

First Reading Isaiah 44:6-8
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and His Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last;
besides Me there is no god. Who is like Me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it before Me, since |
appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. Fear not, nor be afraid,;
have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are My witnesses! Is there a God besides Me? There is
no Rock; I know not any.”

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.

Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 8:18-27

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will
be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know
that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons,
the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes
for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the
Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Third Reading Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who
sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the



wheat and went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants
of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then
does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.” So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want
us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them.
Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”” . . .

Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field
is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the
enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the
weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. The Son of Man will send His
angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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2 Blessed are those
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Lord, I love
the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glo-ry dwells.
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Children’s Message

Hymn In Holy Conversation LSB 772

1 In holy conversation We speak to God in prayer,
And at His invitation Our deepest thoughts we share.
We come, His will obeying, As children bringing needs;
And to support our praying, His Spirit intercedes.

2 These holy conversations Begin in childlike ways;
We bring our supplications And words of thanks and praise.
With care our Father listens To ev’ry thought expressed,
Then answers our petitions In ways He knows are best.

3 As holy conversation, In silence or by word,
In ev’ry situation Through Jesus, we are heard.
So let us pray securely, Expressing hopes and fears
With confidence that surely Our Father ever hears.

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001344

Sermon

The world promises that our “best life” can be found through earthly prosperity, success, and freedom from suffering.
Yet Christians are not spared from the pain of this fallen creation. In Romans 8, St. Paul directs us beyond fleeting



promises to our certain hope in Christ. Jesus suffered God’s wrath, died for our sins, and rose bodily so that we too
will rise. Until that day, the Holy Spirit strengthens us, intercedes for us, and preserves us in faith. Our best life is yet
to come, for the sufferings of this present time cannot compare with the glory that will be revealed to us.

Offering
[Please fill out a sheet in the attendance book. Visitors, please include your address. If you have a prayer request for
the church prayer chain, please write it at the top of the sheet.]

Special Offering Music Amazing Grace
(Bob Eldridge, soloist)

Stand

Canticle

Te Deum - We Praise You and Acknowledge You LSB 941
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1 We praise You and ac-knowl-edge You, O God, to be the Lord,

2 The band of the a - pos - tles in glo - ry sing Your praise;
3 You, Christ, are King of glo - ry, the ev - er-last-ing Son,
4 You it in splen-did glo - ry, en-throned at God's right hand,
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The Fa-ther ev - er-last - ing, by all the earth a - dored.
The fel - low - ship of proph-ets their death-less voic - es raise.
Yet You, with bound-less love, sought to  res-cue ev - 'ry - one:
Up - hold -ing earth and heav - en by forc-es You com-mand.
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To You all an- gel pow-ers cry a-loud, the heav-ens sing,
The mar - tyrs of Your king-dom, a great and no - ble throng,
You laid a- side Your glo - ry, were born of vir-gin’s womb,
We know that You will come as our Judge that fi - nal day,
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The cher - u-bim and ser-a-phim their prais - es to You bring:
Sing with the ho - ly Church through-out all the world this song:
Were cru - ci-fied for s and were placed in - t0 a tomb;
So  help Your ser-vants You have re-deemed by blood, we pray;

“0 ho - ly, ho-ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab-a - oth;
“O all - ma - jes-tic Fa - ther, Your true and on-ly Son,
Then by Your res-ur - rec - tion You won for us re-prieve—
May we with saints be num-bered where prais-es nev-er end,

Your maj -es - ty and glo-ry fill the heav-ens and the earth!”
And Ho - ly Spir-it, Com-fort-er— for - ev - er Three in One!”
You o -pened heav-en’s king - dom to all who would be - lieve.
In glo-ry ev-er-last - ing. A-men, O Lord, a- men!

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001344



Prayer

Kyrie LSB 227
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} O Lord, hear my prayer.

And let my cry come to You.

(P) O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final
judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

The whole earth is Yours, O Lord, and You have charged us with its care. Make us good stewards of Your
creation until that time when You set it free from its bondage to decay and give it to us anew in the kingdom of
Your Son. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord, continue to raise up witnesses in this and every place who faithfully proclaim Your Word. Grant that Your
Church may remain good soil, bringing forth an abundant harvest. Bless all pastors and church workers as they
sow Your Word in the fields entrusted to them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, pour out the blessing of Your Holy Spirit on the delegates who are assembled in convention
this week. Give wisdom to those who propose, deliberate and decide for the work and welfare of our Synod.
Guard all who speak and all who listen. Give us courage to do with integrity what we promise. Bless our plans
and actions, and grant success. Only let our manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Gentle Lord, visit the homes of Your people, that they may be places where faith is nurtured and where we learn
to live our new lives in holiness and righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Loving God, we thank You for the gift of health. Hear our prayers on behalf of the sick, the aged, the infirm, the
mourning or the dying. Grant them healing in accord with Your will and grace to sustain them in their need.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Redeemer and Lord of hosts, the future is in Your hands. Remove all fear from us, and keep us mindful that the
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed in us. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

In Our Prayers this Week:
Zachary Hinrichs, Shea Suedmeyer, Payton Barnard, Adrianna Biebel, and Nathaniel Clayton, as they
celebrate their Baptismal Anniversaries this week.
Zion’s President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.



Faithfulness in Christian Worship.
Others who have requested our prayers:

We entrust all these petitions to Your care, loving Father, confident in Your great mercy for the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is worshiped together with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for Grace
(P} O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the
beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 228
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(P} The grace of our Lord *I* Je-sus Christ and the love of God
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Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling LSB 700

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down!
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter ev’ry trembling heart.

2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit Into ev’ry troubled breast;
Let us all in Thee inherit; Let us find Thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love.



4 Finish then Thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation Perfectly restored in Thee,
Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav’n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Text: Public domain

Postlude Toccata on “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” arr. David Lasky

Acknowledgments
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LIFE AND LIVING ITEMS AT ZION
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OFFERING USHERS
Please review the schedule below. If you’re unable to serve on your assigned date, kindly let one of the Elders
know as soon as possible. Thank you for your faithful service!
e Today Frank & Jenn Jeffries, Ken & Laurie Knutson
o July26 Mark, Mary Kay, Matt Krausz, & Tommy Baro

NO YOUTH GROUP MEETING THIS MONTH
Due to interference with VBS, the Youth Group will not be having a meeting for the month of July.

DESSERTS ARE NEEDED!

The Mascoutah Tuesday Woman’s Club is seeking donations of homemade pies, cakes, cookies, cupcakes, and
brownies for the Mascoutah Homecoming Cake and Pie Stand. Our stand is located at the end of the Depot in
Scheve Park. The dates are July 31 - August 2, 2026. Your donated items may be received on Friday, July 31
after 5:00pm or Saturday, August Ist after 11:00am or Sunday, August 2nd after 8:00am. Please bring your
baked goods on foil or in disposable containers, or please label your containers clearly with your name. You
may pick up your container later in the weekend at your convenience. Please do not bring custard-based pies. If
anyone would like to volunteer to serve in our stand, please contact Lindsay Kuehn-Austin at (618) 741-3636.
Thank you for your support in this community project!!

LCMS FOUNDATION

In a world where self-help is celebrated, why does enlisting the support of an LCMS Foundation Gift Planning
Counselor make sense? Estate gift plans can get complicated at times, as you weave desires for family inheritance
with your desires to support your favorite ministries as well. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
is trained to identify how best to use the right assets for the right purposes that you have in mind, often with
charitable gifting instruments that bring it all together. Your desire is to transfer God’s blessings, and to do so in
the wisest way possible. To start learning how this works, contact Scott Radden @ 618-977-4049 or
scott.radden@lfnd.org.

SID DOMINICAN TASK FORCE PRAYERS

Heavenly Father, we give You thanks for the blessing of the DominicanY outh Encounter and for all who attended
and served. Strengthen these young people in the true faith centered on Your Son, Jesus Christ. Bless the pastors,
seminarians, deaconesses, missionaries, and laypeople who assisted with this event. Continue to raise up a new
generation of faithful Lutherans who trust in Your Word. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.




LISTEN TO WORLDWIDE KFUO AM850

CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO AMS850 & kfuo.org: We're continuing our study of Matthew on Sharper
Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m.)! This week, we'll take a look at chapters 10, 11 and 12. On Thy Strong Word (weekdays
at 11 a.m.), we've been delving into the book of Acts! Tune in as we pick up with chapter 17. On the Coffee
Hour this week (weekdays at 9 a.m.), we'll be sharing stories from the floor of the 69th Synodical Convention,
happening in Phoenix, AZ. Find your favorite programs on demand by visiting kfuo.org!

MORE TOPICS, MORE GUESTS, MORE JESUS...

Issues, Etc. is a podcast and radio talk show produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted
by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. Recent topics include: The Movie “The Odyssey;” Prosecuting Pornography;
The Hymn “Entrust Your Days and Burdens;” Lutheranism in Canada and more. You can tune in live weekdays
from 3-5 p.m. on KFUO, 850 AM in St. Louis. You can also listen at your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR
mobile app or a podcast provider.



https://us.list-manage.com/33wFTv5L2SF?e=0f60058984&c2id=8aa68c5f07102c0d0958344332f803bd
https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pMTITp_XNXlCkTq1NugkidoWJLHEZm5pEJj8j_DoFuLsnhNTK2a6qlQXfow_tQfDruWNYqJLYX3gsZ69YLJvtkprz1GbY24OF7WytJ5Zo--SbUcAG4ixQHjTzXO1xo82pl0Xk8U6P-RfZE8VkbZi_M5acvo2ORws&c=M_xnGdJnKrPqEBCSJQGUI1amxVjh4v1Kvjl06hQgxa4H-SOLj9jw0Q==&ch=OHmRH6LPrysDJ4SRQRxImdZGAwyB-8eKHEyhm0WPErjRGe7xkU_h-w==

THE FLOWERS ON THE LORD’S ALTAR
The flowers on the Lord’s altar are given to the glory of God in joyful celebration of Helen Sauerhage’s
birthday, with thanksgiving for God’s many blessings.

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY

Proclaimer: Rev. Joel A. C. Dietrich

Organist: Nancy Peterson

Sound Tech: Cohen Bales

Offering Ushers: Frank & Jenn Jeffries, Ken & Laurie Knutson

Acolytes: Cole Wambold & Reed Hollenkamp

Elder of the Month: Tony Lara

THOSE WHO SERVE NEXT WEEK., JULY 26

Proclaimer: Rev. Joel A.C Dietrich

Organist: Nancy Peterson

Sound Tech: Ryan Hinton

Offering Ushers: Mark, Mary Kay, Matt Krausz, & Tommy Baro

Acolytes: Gabriella Jeffries & Ivar Peterson

Altar Guild: Gail Frey

Elder of the Month: Tony Lara

THINGS WE ARE DOING AT ZION

Sun.  Bible Class 8:45 AM
Sunday School & Youth Bible Class 8:45 AM
Worship Matins 10:00 AM

Mon. VBS 5:30-8:00 PM

Tues. VBS 5:30 - 8:00 PM

Wed. VBS 5:30 - 8:00 PM

Thurs. VBS 5:30 - 8:00 PM

Fri. Church Office Closed
VBS 5:30 - 8:00 PM
Senior Meal Delivery 10:30 AM

Sun.  Bible Class 8:45 AM
Sunday School & Youth Bible Class 8:45 AM
Worship DS III w/communion 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE JULY 12: Sunday: 115
Adult Bible Class: 13 High School: 2 Sunday School: 17




