Zion Lutheran Church

Mascoutah, Illinois
August 30, 2026

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Friendship Sunday/Rally Day

In the Name of Christ Jesus our Lord, we bid you a warm welcome to our worship service. May your
experience of worship and fellowship with us be spiritually refreshing and ready you for the week ahead.
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Pastor: Rev. Joel A. C. Dietrich
Church Secretary: Robin Phillips
Choir Director Team: Josh and Nancy Peterson

Church Office Phone: 618-566-7345
Pastor Dietrich Cell: 618-978-5400
Office Hours: 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Email: ChurchOffice@ZionMascoutah.org
Pastor Dietrich email: revdietrich@aol.com or Pastor@ZionMascoutah.org
Web site: www.ZionMascoutah.org
Find us at @ZionMascoutah on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram



mailto:Pastor@ZionMascoutah.org
http://www.zionmascoutah.org/

Electronic Devices
As you enter the sanctuary, we invite you to silence and set aside all phones and electronic devices so we can
fully focus on worship and the Word together. Thank you for helping maintain a peaceful environment.

Prayer to Begin Worship

Heavenly Father, we thank You for gathering us today around Your Word and Sacraments. We rejoice in the
gift of Christian friendship and the fellowship You have given us through Jesus Christ. Bless our guests and all
who worship with us today. Strengthen our faith, deepen our love for one another, and guide us as we grow in
Your Word and serve our neighbors. Receive our praise and worship, for we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

MATINS LSB p. 219

The Glory of God Is the Passion and Cross of Christ Jesus

After St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, our Lord “began to show his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised” (Matt. 16:21). Upon hearing this “theology of the cross,” Simon Peter stumbled
into a satanic “theology of glory.” But the glory of God is revealed in the Passion and cross of His incarnate
Son. The faithful prophets, such as Jeremiah, suffered persecution and rejection in anticipation of Jesus’ cross.
Yet the Lord did not abandon them; He remembered them, and He was with them to deliver them (Jer. 15:15—
20). By His cross, Jesus has redeemed the world, and in His resurrection, He has vindicated all who trust in
Him. Thus, the Christian life is a discipleship of self-sacrificing love. Since Christ Jesus has reconciled us to
God, we “live peaceably with all” (Rom. 12:18). By the certainty of His cross and resurrection, we “rejoice in
hope,” and we are “patient in tribulation” and “constant in prayer” (Rom. 12:12).

Prelude Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness arr. Tom Mueller
The congregation will select the hymns.

Stand

Versicles
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir -
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Common: Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - lu - ia.

Psalmody

Antiphon (Common) LSB 220
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.
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2 FortheLordisa. . . .......... great God
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . . . . in His hand;
3 O come, let us worshipand . . . . . .. bow down,
4FoxHe. .. .............. is our God,
5 as it was in the be - - gin - ning,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . . . . .. Him with songsof praise.
2 thestrength of the hillsis . . ... ... His_ al - so.
3 let us kneel beforethe . . . . . ... .. Lord,our mak - er
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep_ of Hishand.
5 is now, and will be for - - ev - err A - men
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Psalm Psalm 26, antiphon: v. 8
(P] Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have walked in my integrity,
and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering.
(P) Prove me, O LORD, and try me;
test my heart and my mind.

(P) For Your steadfast love is before my eyes,
and I walk in Your faithfulness.

(P) T do not sit with men of falsehood,

nor do I consort with hypocrites.

(P) I hate the assembly of evildoers,

and I will not sit with the wicked.

(P) I wash my hands in innocence

and go around Your altar, O LORD,

(P) proclaiming thanksgiving aloud,

and telling all Your wondrous deeds.

(P) O LORD, I love the habitation of Your house
and the place where Your glory dwells.
(P) Do not sweep my soul away with sinners,
nor my life with bloodthirsty men,

(P) in whose hands are evil devices,

and whose right hands are full of bribes.
(P) But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity;
redeem me, and be gracious to me.

(P) My foot stands on level ground;

in the great assembly I will bless the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Sit
The congregation will select the hymns.

First Reading Jeremiah 15:15-21

O Lord, You know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. In Your
forbearance take me not away; know that for Your sake I bear reproach. Your words were found, and I ate them,
and Your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by Your name, O Lord, God of
hosts. I did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because Y our hand was upon me, for
You had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Will
You be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail? Therefore thus says the Lord: “If you return, I will
restore you, and you shall stand before Me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be
as My mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. And I will make you to this people a fortified
wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and
deliver you, declares the Lord. I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp
of the ruthless.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.

Thanks be to God.

Choir Blessed Assurance Cindy Berry



Second Reading Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection.
Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be
conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on
his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Third Reading Matthew 16:21-28

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things
of God, but on the things of man.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find
it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in
return for his life? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay each person according to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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Lord, I love
the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glo-ry dwells.

Children’s Message

The congregation will select the hymns.

Sermon

In Romans 12, God describes the marks of the Christian life: genuine love, patient endurance,
constant prayer, forgiveness, generosity, and peace. Yet these works do not earn God’s mercy, nor
do we practice them perfectly. We live by faith, daily returning to our Baptism in repentance and
receiving the forgiveness Christ won through His death and resurrection. Joined to Christ and



sustained by His Word, we share His love with others—not to earn salvation, but as the fruit of
His saving mercy.

Offering
[Please fill out a sheet in the attendance book. Visitors, please include your address. If you have a prayer request
for the church prayer chain, please write it at the top of the sheet.]

Special Offering Music Blessed Assurance arr. Fred Bock
Stand

Canticle

Te Deum - We Praise You and Acknowledge You LSB 941
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1 We praise You and ac-knowl-edge You, O God, to be the Lord,

2 The band of the a - pos - tles in glo - ry sing Your praise;
3 You, Christ, are King of glo - 1y, the ev - er-last-ing Seon,
4 You it in splen-did glo - rv, en-throned at God's right hand,
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The Fa-ther ev - er-last - ing, by all the earth a - dored.
The fel - low - ship of proph-ets their death-less voic - es raise.
Yet You, with bound-less love, sought to  res-cue ev - ’ry - one:
Up - hold - ing earth and heav - en by forc-es You com-mand.
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To You all an-gel pow-ers cry a-loud, the heav-ens sing,
The mar - tyrs of Your king-dom, a great and no - ble throng,
You laid a- side Your glo - ry, were born  of vir-gin's womb,
We know that You will come as our Judge that fi - nal day.
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The cher - u-bim and ser-a-phim their prais-es to You bring:
Sing with the ho - ly Church through-out all the world this song:
Were cru - ci-fied for us and were placed in - to a tomb;
So  help Your ser-vants You have re-deemed by blood, we pray;

“O ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab-a - oth;
“0 all - ma - jes-tic Fa - ther, Your ftrue and on-ly Son,
Then by Your res-ur-rec - tion You won for us re-prieve—
May we with saints be num-bered where prais-es nev-er end,

Your maj -es - ty and glo-ry fill the heav-ens and the earth!”
And Ho - ly Spir-it, Com-fort-er— for - ev - er Three in Onel!”
You ©0-pened heav-en’s king - dom to all who would be - lieve.
In glo - ry ev -er-last - ing. A-men, O Lord, a - men!

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001344



Prayer

Kyrie LSB 227
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.
(P} Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our redemption.
Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Almighty God, ever righteous and faithful, all vengeance belongs to You. As our enemies rise against us, we
place all things in Your hands, knowing justice will be done and that You, O Lord, will redeem us from the grasp
of the ruthless. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, grant to Your Church pastors who say with Jeremiah, “Hear the Word of the Lord,” and who
faithfully proclaim that Word to us. Strengthen our pastors and missionaries for the tasks to which You have
called them, and care for their families. Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, look with favor on the households of this congregation, and grant that all may live in love that
issues from a pure heart, a good conscience and a sincere faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, our God, turn the eyes of all who make, execute and judge our laws to You, that they may receive
wisdom and strength to faithfully carry out their duties. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty Father, have mercy on all who are sick or suffering in any way, especially all who have requested our
prayers. Grant that they may have relief from pain and give them the courage to endure their crosses and
tribulations. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Rise up, O Lord, and avenge those who are persecuted for the name of Your Son, Jesus. In communion with all
Your saints, grant us endurance to bear our crosses as Christ bore His for us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

In Our Prayers this Week:
Amy Lin, Parker Roehrig, and Dawn Corey, as they celebrate their Baptismal Anniversaries this week.
Zion’s President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
Faithfulness in Christian Worship.
Others who have requested our prayers: Melody Thomsen



All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and
rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen.

Collect for Grace
(P} O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the
beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 228
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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Sit
The congregation will select the hymns.

Postlude Halle, Halle, Hallelujah arr. John Behnke
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LIFE AND LIVING ITEMS AT ZION
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OFFERING USHERS

Please review the schedule below. If you’re unable to serve on your assigned date, kindly let one of the Elders
know as soon as possible. Thank you for your faithful service!

e Today Alan & Jenny Kneschke, Mark & Chris Hatcher

e Sept6 Tom, Cheryl, Ella & Bristol Sax

o Septl3 Geoff & Robin Phillips, Jon & Cary Robinson

e Sept20 Jeff & Bessie Fick, Torri & Alicia Suedmeyer

o Sept27 Joe & Konya Bloomquist, Marsha Baro, & Melissa Kohnen

SEPTEMBER ECHO — NOW AVAILABLE
The September Echo and calendar are now available in the narthex or at zionmascoutah.org.

WHAT IS RALLY DAY?

Rally Day is a joyful celebration that marks the beginning of a new Sunday School and Christian education year.
It is a time for the whole congregation—children and adults alike—to gather around God’s Word, reconnect
after the summer months, and renew our commitment to growing in the Christian faith. Rally Day reminds us
that learning about our Savior is a lifelong blessing. Through worship, Sunday School, and Bible class, the Holy
Spirit strengthens our faith and equips us to live as God’s people. We invite everyone to join us as we “rally”
around Christ and His life-giving Word!

TIME CAPSULE ITEMS

Many of the kids have done their time capsule painted handprint. For those who have not, there will be a print
station available today. We really want to get as many of those as possible. We will also include a current
registration list, teacher list for each grade, and a Rally Day group photo of the kids and teachers. We hope every
child will put a letter to their future self to be opened 20 or 25 years from now at a special event. We have some
letter ideas available if needed.

CLOSING OF THE TIME CAPSULE -- TODAY

Zion will celebrate Friendship Sunday and Rally Day today, August 30". We will also be closing the time capsule
and want to remind all members interested in submitting something for the time capsule to have that
prepared/ready by today. Consider writing a short letter/note about your family, maybe what Zion means to you,
pictures of various church activities, or anything else you can think of that would be interesting. The Sunday
School children have been busy working on projects to include, so start thinking about what you can add to the
time capsule. In another 25 to 50 years Zion’s members will enjoy seeing what we included. If you have any
questions, please see Deb Heck.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION

This year, we would like everyone to register for Fall Sunday School. Please fill out a registration form for each
family. The form will include their name, date of birth, age, and grade level. Please include any allergies or
special needs.

MASCOUTAH’S 9" ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Annually, over 15,000 communities across the US join forces and celebrate National Night Out. Mascoutah’s
9" Annual National Night Out celebration will be held on Tuesday, October 6, from 5-8 PM at Scheve Park.
This is a FREE family and kid event. The night’s events will consist of free food and drinks, public safety
personnel meet and greet and viewing of the vehicles, K-9 demonstration, music, bounce houses, and giveaways.

“EXODUS TO RESURRECTION” TRIP TO ISRAEL — INFORMATIONAL MEETING TODAY
Join Pastor Packer of Good Shepherd Collinsville as a fellow traveler on Exodus to Resurrection richly
highlighted by encounters with sights central to the life, ministry, miracles, death, and resurrection of Jesus.




Extensions to Egypt and Jordan complement this tour of the Holy Land. Exodus to Resurrection will offer you
a truly unique opportunity to explore a fascinating spectrum of historical sights, theological contexts, and biblical
background in the Holy Land. Your journey is sure to deepen your faith and enrich your life so that you return
home nourished for the work to which God calls each of us in our vocation. We will balance our deeply spiritual,
sometimes heady religious encounters with spectacular accommodations, excellent food as a window to middle
eastern culture past and present, wine tasting, shopping experiences, culture, and history. If you want to know
more, please go here - https://purposefuljourneys.org/journeys/from-exodus-to-resurrection/. There will be an
informational meeting today at noon. Lunch will be served (from Bella Milano) and the meeting will begin at
12:30pm. If you plan on attending, please RSVP so that we have enough food. You can email Pastor Packer
at pastorandrewpacker@gmail.com. If you want more information but are unable to attend, please let me know.

JOIN US FOR THIS YEAR'S BUS TRIP!

Mark your calendars for September 24™ for this day full of fellowship and learning. Participants will meet by
the water tower at St. Clair Square in Fairview Heights, park, and board a bus to the west. After a brunch at
Roosters, the group will continue on and tour the Kaplan Feldman Holocaust Museum in St. Louis. Cost is $50,
which includes the bus trip and the fee for the museum. (Participants pay for their own brunch meal.) The bus
boards at 8:30 a.m. and arrives back around 4 p.m. Registration is available online and via paper form. For more
information and registration, contact the district office at (618) 234-4767.

ALTAR GUILD GIRLS CONFERENCE

Please join the Altar Guild Girls of St. Paul, Hamel and Trinity, and Worden for a day of training together! The
conference will take place on October 11" from 1-7 PM at St. Paul, Hamel. Girls in 4" grade through high school
are encouraged to attend with an adult Altar Guild member from their own congregations. Guest speakers will
be Rev. David Buchs and Mrs. Tori Egger.

LCMS FOUNDATION

In putting together a Christian estate plan, initiation of your efforts is the most difficult part. This whole process
requires conversations on many levels, with family, your professional advisors such as attorneys, financial
planners and tax advisors, and maybe even ministry leaders. Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
can be with you in all these conversations, even helping you to set up the appointments. You don’t have to be
alone. Contact Scott Radden @ 618-977-4049 or scott.radden@lfnd.org.

LISTEN TO WORLDWIDE KFUO AM850

CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO AMS850 & kfuo.org: We're continuing our study of Matthew on Sharper
Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m.)! This week, we'll take a look at chapters 20 and 21. On Thy Strong Word (weekdays
at 11 a.m.), our latest study is covering the Song of Solomon. Tune in as we discuss chapters 5-8! Don't forget
to join us for the Coffee Hour (weekdays at 9 a.m.), as we talk about "serious joy with Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller,
join Pastor Carl Roth for "Searching Scripture", and meet Rev. Dr. Jon Braunersreuther of the LCMS Texas
District! Find your favorite programs on demand by visiting kfuo.org.

BOOK OF PROVERBS BIBLE STUDY...

The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily 15-minute verse-by-verse Bible study produced by Lutheran
Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon. Pastor Weedon recently started a
study on the Book of Proverbs 21-31. You can listen at your convenience at thewordendures.org, Amazon Alexa,
Google Home, Apple HomePod, Tune In, the LPR mobile app and a podcast provider.
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THE FLOWERS ON THE LORD’S ALTAR
The flowers on the Lord’s altar are given to the glory of God in celebration of Friendship Sunday and Rally Day.
May their beauty remind us of the blessings of friendship, fellowship, and the joy we share as a church family.

THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY

Proclaimer: Rev. Joel A. C. Dietrich

Lector: Sem. Derek Arrington

Organist: Nancy Peterson

Sound Techs: Ivar Peterson

Offering Ushers: Alan & Jenny Kneschke, Mark & Chris Hatcher
Acolytes: Ryan Hinton & Leif Peterson
Elder of the Month: Tony Lara

THOSE WHO SERVE NEXT WEEK, SEPTEMBER 6
Proclaimer: Rev. Joel A.C Dietrich

Lector: Sem. Derek Arrington

Organist: Nancy Peterson

Sound Tech: Tyler Hinton

Offering Ushers: Tom, Cheryl, Ella & Bristol Sax
Acolytes: Viviana Jeffries & Sean Spicer
Elder of the Month: Tom Sax

THINGS WE ARE DOING AT ZION
Sun. Rally Day/Friendship Sunday

Bible Class 8:45 AM
Sunday School & Youth Bible Class 8:45 AM
Worship Matins 10:00 AM
Wed. Zion Service @ Brightly 1:30 PM
Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM
Thurs. Council Meeting 6:00 PM
Fri. Church Office Closed
Senior Meal Delivery 10:30 AM
Sun.  Bible Class 8:45 AM
Sunday School & Youth Bible Class 8:45 AM
Worship DS 1 10:00 AM

ATTENDANCE AUGUST 23: Sunday: 121
Adult Bible Class: 27 High School: 2 Sunday School: 21




